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‘Mlumination’: Faye Bennett, age 15
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‘Study for September | Ith’:Valerie Furnham, age 17
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‘Lord of the Rings’: Joy Flatt, age 17
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Zulekhka Waheed, age 17
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RADA Course

A couple of months ago | saw an advert in
the Stage newspaper for a summer course
at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts
(RADA). They had recently created a new
company with The Old Vic, and this year
for the first time they were running
courses at The Cld Vic as a joint venture.
The new company is called RADA at The
Old Vic. It is run by a committee of
directors from RADA and The OIld Vic
plus a number of actors. One of those
actors closely involved is Kevin Spacey,
who happens to be my favourite actor.

| applied for an intensive course designed
for those who are seriously considering
acting as a career. | had to complete an
application form, that detailed my acting
experiences so far, and my education. This
was sent to RADA with my photograph. A
few days later | was interviewed over the
telephone and a week later | received a
letter confirming my place on the Young
Actors Intensive Course which takes
place for two weeks in July.

During the two weeks, we study two
plays with the directors of RADA and the
directors of The Old Vic, as the
instructors, then perform one of them to
an invited audience of agents, casting
directors and talent scouts. | have been
told that there will be eight others on the
course.

Naturally | was thrilled! | shall send you an
update when | have completed the
course! The only other piece of news is
that | have now decided to use my
mother’s maiden name, so | am now Kate
McGann . . . it will be my professional
name! | will keep in touch.

Best wishes for the Summer.

Creative Writing

Year 11

Beijing

Beijing is the well developed capital of
China. The busy roads and modernised
underground are built around the famous
ancient buildings. The Great Wall,
separating China from enemies in the
past, was built incredibly high and made of
stone. | appreciate that the people work
strikingly hard under the boiling hot
weather, seeking their ambitious way of
living. The street is full of food stores and
the food is dirt cheap!

Brighton Beach

A funicular pebbled beach along the
south-east coastline of England with a
placid azure blue sea. Brighton has
become one of the most attractive
summer resorts. Three months a year, the
peaceful town becomes hectic with
thousands of tourists. The vacant beach is
coloured by bikinis worn by people who
are sunbathing. Most of them change to
pink happily. Seagulls glide in the sky and
cry intermittently. The sky is so clear that
it mingles together with the end of the
sea. Some sporty people come here and
play water sports such as windsurfing and
diving. Beach volleyball is very popular as
well.

Along the beach, there are lots of
indigenous shops which sell fish & chips
and some traditional sweets and other
products.
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Holidays

My last holiday was in Kachiano, a small
archaic island in Korea. It is famous for its
crystal clear harbour where masses of
fish are caught for sashimi and sushi, the
most popular and traditional foods there.
Although there is no fragrance, the taste
of sashimi and sushi are unbelievably
delicious. Even my mum, who doesn’t like
to eat uncooked food, thought they were
wonderful - freshly knifed pieces of fish
which have just been taken down from
fishermen's hooks soaked with the
freshness of nature and a tasteful sauce.

Unlike the capital city Seoul, people in
Kachiano are more concerned about
their customs and traditions. They wear
simple plain clothes with large aprons and
waterproof boots which makes it easy for
them to fish. Also, they are very hospitable
and polite. They welcome tourists and
treat them heartily like close friends.

| was soothed by this tranquil and
peaceful environment. All the stress and
unhappi-ness were removed from my
mind when sitting on the rocky beach
down in fishing village watching waves
approach, from dawn to dusk. Although
there were not many exciting things to do
in Kachiano, | enjoyed the simple way of
life and the awesome view of the sea
there.
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Creative Writing

Year 12
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Miscellany
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Creative Writing

Year 13

An Evening with Andrew Motion

As we climbed into the taxi on a cold September evening, | had
no idea what to expect. Earlier that day, Mrs Fincham had come
into school brandishing leaflets about a poetry reading and said
she had some free tickets. | decided to go because | like poetry
and | wanted to see the magnificent St Bartholomew’s Church
which | had heard so much about.

When we arrived, | saw that | had made the right choice. As we
entered the enormous building (said to be built to the same
proportions as Noah's Ark), there was an expectant air. We
made our way to seats near the front and | made myself
comfortable, not knowing how long ‘this guy’ was going to speak
for.As we waited, Mrs Fincham informed us that he was the Poet
Laureate.

As he started to speak | lost all power of speech. His voice was
wonderfully rich and warm and his style of speech was familiar,
witty and enthralling. The first poem he read was called
‘Serenade’ and was about his mother and her horse. As |
listened, my view of poetry was changed forever. | sat and let the
words wash over me, listening with both heart and mind.

Suddenly it was all over. Two pupils from other schools read
some poetry to launch the poetry reading competition, and it
was finished. After a quick photo-call and a glass of orange juice,
we got a taxi back to school.As | looked out of the window and
saw Brighton at night for the first time, | realised that my view
on poetry and also the world around us had changed.

| felt inspired, exhausted, enthused and happy.

‘Saltdean, Hockney style’: Katie Deak, age 18

Chinese New Year

In China, we've got a special festival called New Year. It's
somewhat like Christmas in VWestern countries. New Year is the
only time when all families gather together and stores and
businesses are closed for several days. The date of New Year is
always between January and February.

Ten years ago, New Year was a very exciting festival for me,
because we ate lots of delicious dishes, wore new clothes,
visited relatives or friends, and even had fireworks. The
government just allowed fireworks in the countryside, and | live
near the countryside; consequently | have dazzling fireworks
every year. The biggest present in the New Year is money gifts,
Normally, people put money in a red packet, and this red colour
means ‘lucky’.

For parents, New Year is a busy time as they need to clean their
house, cook lots of dishes, and prepare new clothes for their
children.

At present, lots of people are on holiday in New Year, having a
New Year’s evening meal in the restaurant. This is modern life,
but on the other hand, we are losing our cultural traditions. The
atmosphere of New Year is becoming less special and exciting.




