
WHEN IS A HOUSE NOT A HOUSE? 
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A simple question from Sarah Davis (1984-90), regarding which 'house' she had been in and what the house colour 
was led to perhaps the largest piece of research I have undertaken in the ten years I have 'worked' for SMHA! 
I knew the names of Houses in my day - Adelaide, Bristol, Chichester, Elliott and St Hilary and had a vague 
recollection of 'my house' colour, but no more, so I asked the wonderful Girls in the Virtual Common Room, which 
then exploded in a burst of electronic comments which at times I feared would crash Facebook! 
 
To my astonishment I learned that not long after I left the boarding houses were no longer regarded as Houses, their 
girls being subsumed into four 'new houses' for the purposes of inter-house competitions and so forth. I found this 
deeply unsettling and was only slightly heartened by comments from girls of that time who had been equally 
distressed. 
 
Gaynor McKinnon (Jupe 1976-82). At some point in the late 70s the VIth formers organised a strike and I can 
remember loads of us across all year groups sitting out on the grass area refusing to go into lessons - I think the bit 
that is now sandwiched between swimming block and Venn House (which wasn’t built then). We were brave but not 
for long. I think, and forgive me if I’m wrong, that we were striking because the day and boarding houses were being 
merged. I ended up in Adelaide, and actually was very proud to be an Adelaide girl. 
 
Lesley Clifford (1971-78) I can clearly remember being told that Hilary and Elliott would no longer be 'houses'. We 
were devastated and fought hard against it. I remember getting up on stage with a large group of borders and 
performing a song we had written. I can remember parts of it. The opening line was 'When boarding houses existed 
as two. And the daygirl houses were three'. Does anyone else remember this? I seem to remember we sang it to the 
tune of Scarborough Fair. I'm not sure of the year. The first 2 lines of another verse have come back to me: "Hilary 
and Elliott no more shall we be. But old times will stay in our minds".  
 
Carolyn Jackson-Brown (Sycamore 1974-81) The only option was to go to purple Babington because it felt as if the 
houses had personalities as well as colours. When we started if you were a boarder you were either Elliott (red) or 
Hilary (yellow) but then we had to move across from onsite ‘junior’ to Sussex Square ‘senior’ I think in 1977, so the 
sports prowess was diluted anyway. All those colours were as Jenny says. In Yorkshire we say ‘if it ain’t broke don’t 
fix it’ so not sure why they meddled with the houses. At least we were still allowed to WIN which I dare say you can’t 
anymore. 
 
Alison Platt (Schuller 1980-87) I was in Chichester (green), but the other main houses were as mentioned: Babington 
(purple), Adelaide (orange) and Bristol (blue). I seem to remember seeing a few people with cloaks bearing the red 
or yellow of Elliott and Hilary but for the purposes of inter-house sports and competitions everyone was in one of 
four houses. Ironically, I am now in Adelaide - Australia, that is! 
 
Elly Maconochie (Royce 1980-86) responded "Ditto Alison, I seem to remember Chichester house won the house 
cup for lacrosse and drama in 1986. But I may be wrong." Alison Platt: "Elly I don't remember Chichester winning 

anything much during my tenure - not sure if that had anything to do with me! 😂 I was never very sporty, that's for 
sure...!" Judith Scott (1970-76) added "Alison I was in Chichester too (long before your time). We never won 
anything then either!" 
 



Juliet Rose (O’Hea 1960-67) commented "That's funny! I remember Bristol was very sporty and Chichester wasn't, 
and I was very disappointed in being put into Chichester when I became a day girl. Judith Barrington (1948-61) 
agreed "yes, Juliet, I was in Bristol and we won a lot of sports- specially tennis and ping pong! Chichester won things 
that required good behaviour." 
 
But to return to the main question, I knew that before my time there had been Babington (purple) and now I knew 
that after the 'Houses ceased to be houses' Babington was reborn, still purple. I also knew Adelaide was 'new' in the 
1960s. So all that was left was for me to read all the newsletters AND a history of the Hall, and find out the facts. 
 
Extracts from Miss Meades' History tell us that (of course) the Hall was originally one House. In 1914 two houses in 
Hervey Terrace (now 'underneath Elliott House) were purchased to house boarders. By 1919 with the school taking 
non-clergy daughters number TWO Sussex Square was purchased and dedicated as St Hilary House. In 1921 22 
Sussex Square was purchased and became St Nicholas House. Day Girls were organised into Bristol House. This was 
the first 'house system' to the best of my knowledge. 
 

 

 
In 1925 21 Sussex Square was also purchased.  
 
No reference is made of it being 'named' so I 
am assuming it was an extension of (the then) 
St Nicholas. In later years 21 and 22 were 
conjoined, only being split off again when finally 
sold off. 
 
4 Clarendon Terrace (Hebbert House) was 
purchased and opened in 1931, followed almost 
immediately by a Kindergarten at 4 Hervey 
Terrace.  
 
Babington, 2-3 Chichester Terrace, opened in 
1933 whereupon Hebbert House was closed. 
 

 

 

 

 
“Snowdon-Smith” may refer to the second house in Hervey Terrace? It, and “Hervey” have disappeared in 1938 and 
“Chichester” has appeared. 
 
 



Shortly after the Hall closed for the duration of 
WWII both Babington and St Hilary were badly 
damaged in air raids. (The school itself was of 
course virtually ruined by its 'occupation' by 
allied troops!) The off-site buildings could neither 
be sold nor tenanted so simply lay fallow during 
war-time. The school authorities believed that 
when the school reopened it would be self-
contained with small pupil numbers. 
 
In the event the school reopened, initially, for 
juniors only in Babington House, while the main 
Hall was still being repaired. By 1947 the school 
moved to its real home and Babington opened 
fully as a boarding house again.  
 

 
 
21-22 Sussex Square followed suit, renamed St Hilary, with "2 Lewes Crescent" (I think this is what was referred to as 
2 Sussex Square previously) being sold as an annexe for Brighton Training College. Then came the redevelopment of 
Hervey Terrace into what we all remember as Elliott House. 
 
The next buildings all took place on Hall grounds - Venn House, Junior School and so forth - and all after the 'Houses' 
were no longer houses. 
 
 

 
 

 
I now tackle the question about why the 'Houses' were dropped unceremoniously. To me this seems strange beyond 
comprehension. In earlier times (reference illustrated extracts from 1949-1954) school had addressed the unfairness 
of the boarding houses 'winning everything' by forming Guilds (named for the four Patron Saints) which were the 
competitive arm of the school. Thus day girls and boarders alike, and a cross section of ages, were in each of the 
Guilds which could then compete on equal terms which the identity of girls with the house where they were, err, 
housed, avoided upset!   
 

 
 



Tweaks took place with the ages of girls in Houses – this one, in 1956, followed the end of the Guilds. 

 
However, in 1977-78 it was 'all change', songs and strikes notwithstanding, and girls who lived in St Hilary and Elliott 
were members of either Adelaide, Babington, Bristol or Chichester. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
In the course of my research I found so many interesting extracts in magazines and newsletters about Houses (and 
houses and guilds...) that I have added them at the end of this article for your enjoyment over time. Do download 
the article to your device if you want to read it at your leisure - I appreciate its size means you're unlikely to get 
through it in one go. 
 



After the 'house' question, the colour one is easy...St. Hilary yellow, Chichester green, Bristol blue, Adelaide orange, 
Elliot red/burgundy. In both its phases of existence, Babington was purple. But please, I beg of you, don't ask me 
whether St Nicholas or Hebbert Houses ever had colours. Because I don't know and, at risk of expulsion, I don't care 
much either!  
 

  
 
 
Extracts from Newsletters and Magazines, in date order. The Newsletters and Magazines can be found, enlarged, 

downloaded and generally enjoyed at: https://www.smhassociation.org/newsletters2019.php 

1949 and 1950 

 
 

 
1951, dedication of Elliott and references to the Houses and Guilds 

 
 

 
 

 
  

https://www.smhassociation.org/newsletters2019.php


1951-52 and Guild results 

 
 

 
 

 

1954 with ‘interesting events’ and 1955’s officials and captains 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
1958 (continued on next page) 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

1959 

  
 
1960 and 1961 
 

 

 

 
  



1962 

  
 
1966 

 
 

 

 

 
 
  



1967 

 

 

 

 
 

 
1968 (continued on next page) 
 

 

 



 
 

 
Now for a design change (not before time!) 1969, 70 and 71 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 
  



1972 

  
 
1973 

 
1974 

 

 

 



1975 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  



1976 

 

 

 
 

 
1977 (continued on next page) 

   

 
  



 

 

 
(1978 in main article) 
 
1979 (continued on next page) 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
  



and a mention of…  
 
1980 

 

 

 

 

 
  



1981 (and announcement of VI form centre) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



1983 

 
 

 

 



1984 

 

 

 

 

 
  



1985 

 

 

 

 

 



1986 

 
 

 

 

 
  



1987 

 

 

 

 
There is a gap in the records now due to splitting of newsletters (SMHA) and Magazines. As far as possible I have 
referenced ‘house reports’ or similar and these continue in date order. 
 

 
 



1996 – Head’s report on the provision of day care and the Venn House extension 
 

  
 

1997 Head Girls’ report to SMHA 

 
 

1998 Extract from Head Girl’s report to SMHA 

 
2001 and 2002 reports on inter-house drama/games competitions 

 

 
 



2003 c/o Mrs Meek’s report to SMHA 

 

 
 
 
 

2004 from Head Girl’s report to SMHA 

 

2004 c/o Mrs Meek’s report to SMHA 

 

 2006 c/o Mrs Meek’s report to SMHA 

 
 
 
Mrs Meek reports on Games and Plays in 2007 

 

 
 
And finally…the report, in 2007, of the opening of Gloucester House, the new junior school now pre-prep 
department for Brighton College, and the Senior Boarding House and VI form Study Centre in Elliott, now staff 
accommodation and offices for the BSUH Trust. 
 
Also the happy/sad report of a return to St Hilary. 

 
Sad to reflect on how short lived the great optimism shown in this – and the rest of  Mrs Meek’s – report was. 
And to close, a reminder that all newsletters, magazines, histories of the Hall and much more besides is to be found, 
much better reproduced than this article permits, on our website www.smhassociation.org .  

http://www.smhassociation.org/

