An interesting sidelight into the school’s history was found in a recent review of our Archive
listings. These include two letters and a petition concerning the murder of Edith Jeal (aged 5). One
letter was from Thomas Giriffiths, builder and contractor of 106 St George's Road, Brighton, to H.
Hebbert [School Treasurer], enclosing a letter from Robert Burmann, Arlington House, Eastern
Road, Brighton, 17 Dec 1891, and a petition to the Trustees of St Mary's Hall from local residents
requesting the demolition of the shed or barn which was the site of the murder. There is also a

copy of the reply from HH, 22 Dec 1891.

Edith was murdered on 10 December 1891, and her body was found in a shed in a field

between Eastern Road and Chesham Road, which was rented
a playground for Arlington House School.

George Henry Wood was found guilty of the murder and hanged
at Lewes Prison on 26 April
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- DIABOLICAL MURDER.
: . COF LITTLE - R
EDITHJEAL,
~ AGED 5 YEARS, L

IN A FIELD, AT KEMP TOWN , BRIGHTON,

_On Thursday, December 10th, 1891, . .~

Written by C. F. BROWN, BRIGHTON.

She soon was missed, and many people
Searched all night the child to fiad—
Father, mother, sisters, brothers— -
Filled with griel and stricken minds.  ~
Some wretched villian had betrayed her,
And took her in his arms away; °
And nothing more was heard of Edie,
Until the morning of next day.

Dear Bdith Jeal, she is the victim . -w.','
Of 1his most cruel and borrid deed ;
And by & vile and wretched villian,

Come, listen to my painful story, Y i
And unto you T wil unfold Wit ol e oyt
of A little girl wlga. in her glory, ; Heaven bless the little child,
Now is lying stiff and ‘eold. Althongh eo loving and so innocent, -
She loft her home. and with her Lrother, Cruoelly murdered and deflled. -
jap On an rrﬂ.:d |hejfwere sent,
o get sumetbing in for their dear mother, . . e st
Hearts full of glee, these two, they went. Th.;; :':thg mmi h:ihtlh: Thlin:
. — And when they found her Little body,
4 It was in & most distressing plight 5
Now she's gone—she knows no sorrow— Malireated, and with stran s Ch
From this sinfal world of ours ; ' Sosked with blood were all her olothes; .
But she’ll' wake again to-morrow, Btiff and cold her little formJay, ' - 4
Alyrin Heaven's sunny bowers, What ehe went throngh God only knows. !
= To a certain shop, these dear beloved ones Let us hope they've found the right and guilty, ‘
. Made their way, some things to buy ; The i far too good for him, I
‘- The boy weot in to make the purchase, To serve 88 he served his victim, i
And leit the little girl ontside. Who never knew the thought of sin, ]
= When he came out he could not find her, We know her soul has to Heaven, o
i lle then soon made bis way for home, Where there is no or painj o 1
But without his darling Jittle sister, Let's hope her dear heloved parents I

wd

Who's missing form e soon known, ° Their child one day will meet again,

Douglas d’Enno, whose book “East Brighton and Ovingdean
Through Time” is referenced on our History page, covered this
incident in his book “Foul Deeds and Suspicious Deaths Around
Brighton” and references it also in “Brighton Crime & Vice 1800-

from St Mary's Hall by RB, as
T —m—m—— ]
CRUEL MURDER AT BRIGHTON.
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2000” has most generously shared the relevant pages (with
images) from both volumes with us to complement this item.

Mr d’Enno is a prolific author whose titles can be found here.
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https://7c35258e-971d-49ed-9910-2c1864bcbfde.filesusr.com/ugd/5f317f_55efc9b988a345548c34d6c47a1ed6db.pdf
https://7c35258e-971d-49ed-9910-2c1864bcbfde.filesusr.com/ugd/5f317f_55efc9b988a345548c34d6c47a1ed6db.pdf
https://7c35258e-971d-49ed-9910-2c1864bcbfde.filesusr.com/ugd/5f317f_e4ac1d59067040f1bd50e7da7e340f2d.pdf
https://7c35258e-971d-49ed-9910-2c1864bcbfde.filesusr.com/ugd/5f317f_e4ac1d59067040f1bd50e7da7e340f2d.pdf
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Douglas+D%27Enno&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Douglas+D%27Enno&sort=relevancerank

