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Report of the General Meeting, 15th June 2013 

held in St George’s Church, Kemp Town. 
 

Present were Life President, Sue Meek, Chair, Olive Ridge, Secretary Penny 

Harrison, Treasurer Diana Sijpesteijn, Committee Members and …Members of 
SMHA 

 

1. Apologies for Absence were taken as read. 
2. Sue Meek welcomed all those present and the School Prayer was said. 

3. Remembrance of those members who have died since the 2011 
meeting. The Hon President referenced the Obituary section of this 

Newsletter and the 2012 Newsletter and, at the end of the meeting, 
prayers were said for those members who have died. 

4.  Report from Hon President and Chair on the work of SMHA Committee 
since the 2011 meeting. Please see pages 4 and 5 of this Newsletter 

5.  Report from Hon Secretary. Please see page 6 of this Newsletter 
6.  Report from Hon Treasurer. Please see page 8-9 of this Newsletter 

Items 4, 5 and 6 were circulated by email and placed on the SMHA website in 
May 2013 and were taken as read at this meeting 

7. Members voted to adopt the following 
(a) Accounts of SMHA for 2011 and 12, as correct (as published on 

SMHA website) 

(b) Constitution of SMHA as revised and published below 
8.  Any Other Business.  Penny Harrison was presented with a beautiful 

necklace (which exactly matched her dress for the event, by a piece of 
wonderful serendipity) for all her work as Committee Secretary and for the 

day’s event. 
 

The SMHA Prayer was said and Sue Meek closed the meeting 
 

 
Penny Harrison, Diana Markham, Sue Meek and Olive Ridge 

 

School Prayer 

O God, by whose manifold grace all things work together for good to them that love 

Thee, stablish, we pray Thee, the thing that Thou has wrought in us, and make this 
school as a field which the Lord hath blessed, that whatsoever things are true, pure, 

lovely and of good report, may here forever flourish and abound. Preserve in it an 
unblemished name, enlarge it with a wider usefulness and exalt it in the love and 
reverence of all its members, as an instrument of Thy glory; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.          Amen 
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Letter from Sue Meek; SMHA Honorary Life President 

(part of item 4 of General Meeting) 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

This year, it has been wonderful to have our Blue Plaque event to look 

forward to and we owe enormous thanks to Penny Harrison, who has spear-
headed the arrangements and overcome the frustrating bureaucracy that 

such occasions seem to generate. I am also so grateful to Olive Ridge and 
the committee for rolling their sleeves up to prepare for our honoured 

guests.   We work hard but we also have a great deal of fun, so do consider 
joining us on the committee. The future of the SMHA depends on it. 
 

As I write, I am immersed in the setting up of a new charity for the arts 
centre in St Mark’s Chapel.  ‘The Spire Arts’ is currently appointing its board 

of trustees, amongst whom is Lord Bassam of Brighton, whose request to 
hold his wedding reception in the chapel has considerably boosted our fund-

raising efforts.  Lord Bassam generously agreed to level the floor, removing 
the heating ducts which had been put in place by SMH when underfloor 

heating was planned, and to ask all his wedding guests to contribute to a 
new wooden floor.  This has yet to be fitted, but will be the next step.  We 

shall then apply for funding for a new heating system and toilet 

refurbishment and, if all goes according to plan, we could be open for 
business by late autumn. 
 

This project has been a long haul and considerable patience and 
determination has been required to deal with seemingly endless planning 

permissions and red tape, even though the changes internally will be 
minimal.  I know I’ve said this before, but I do really think we are getting 

there now and I am so relieved that our beloved chapel will soon have a new 
lease of life and be a focus for the local community. 
 

Although the chapel will primarily be open for arts events, rehearsal and 
workshops, it will still be a place of worship with weekly morning prayer and 

the occasional Sunday service.  Margaret Ellis continues to ring the bells 
every Thursday evening and, once the dust has settled, the honours boards 

will be put back in the porch.   

Some memorabilia will continue to be stored in the upper rooms but precious 
documents will go eventually to the new Lewes Record Office.  They are 

being carefully safeguarded by our wonderful archivist Sue Carnochan, who 
is another stalwart supporter of the SMHA to whom we owe a huge debt of 

gratitude. 
 

This phase of the chapel development has been led most efficiently by a 

group of three theatre producers from the Marlborough and Nightingale 
Theatres in Brighton and the Oval House in London.  David Sheppeard from 

the Marlborough Theatre was at St Mark’s after the concert at 3.30pm on 
15th June to show SMHA around and to answer any questions and it was 

gratifying to see the level of interest taken by our Old Girls. It has been good 
to see the chapel already in use for preparations for this year’s Brighton 

Festival and Fringe events. 
 



© SMHA 2013 

 
5 

At the moment, the Main School building and the boarding houses are clad in 

scaffolding as the hospital prepares to accommodate its administrative staff, 
prior to the launch of a major building project on its main site.   

The front lawn and the terraces are listed and I was relieved to discover 
recently that planning permission was not granted to create a car park in 

front of the main building.  
 

We have established a positive relationship with the hospital and, as you will 
remember, our portraits and school photographs are in storage there, ready 

to be put back into the building once the conversion is complete. Our very 
own David McElvenny is a groundsman for the hospital and he keeps a 

watchful eye on our belongings. The Junior School has just been re-painted 
(yellow!) by Brighton College and the Brighton Swimming School, 

accommodated in the pool block, is a hub of activity for learners and for 
teacher training. 
 

In spite of the great sadness that the SMH buildings are no longer ours, I 
hope it will bring some comfort to SMHA that the hospital and the local 

community are deriving benefit from their use.  
 

Sue Meek  

Hon. Life President & Headmistress of St Mary’s Hall (1997-2009) 
 

 

 
Sue Meek and others shifting the SMH(A) Piano! 

 
 

 

Tony Jay with the choir – rehearsals 

 
 

 

 
A message from your Chair (part of item 4 at General Meeting) 

 
Dear Friends, 

 
The focus of the Committee’s work during the past year has been the 

planning of the Reunion for the 15th June when many old girls, former 
members of staff and governors came together to renew friendships. The 

highlight of the day was the unveiling of the Blue Plaque which will recognise 
the School’s foundation by The Reverend Henry Venn Elliott. It gave us great 

pleasure to welcome Tim Elliott, a descendent of the Founder and a former 
governor, conducted the unveiling ceremony. Following this, Tony Jay 

(former Director of Music) conducted an impromptu choir of former pupils, 
staff and governors. The choir sang a range of pieces from former concerts 

and were expertly accompanied by Roger Roser (former teacher of music).  
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We were privileged that Anne Fridal, a former old girl and international opera 

singer, kindly agreed to open the concert by leading us in “Just as I am”, the 
famous hymn written by Charlotte Elliott and closed the concert by singing a 

solo of “The Lord’s Prayer”.  For all their contributions, we are so grateful. 
 

As you are well aware, an enormous amount of effort is needed for the 

success of any event. I am so grateful to Penny Harrison who has done 
sterling work liaising with the Blue Plaque Committee and taking overall 

responsibility for the organisation of the Reunion.  The 100 Club, organised 
by Emma Thomas, has raised funds which together with donations will cover 

the cost of the erection of the plaque.  Thank you to Emma for all her hard 
work and for the generosity of many donors. I would also like to thank other 

members of the Committee who have been most supportive of our work. It is 
our hope that the event will stimulate further interest in the Association and 

indeed will identify future members of the Committee.  
 

There is no doubt that social media sites have had a major impact in 
fostering communication among old girls and former staff. Recognising this, 

your committee discussed future membership issues of the Association at the 
General Meeting. I am convinced that the future of the Association will only 

be secure if the Committee is composed of representatives from a range of 

year groups.  Again, do get in touch if you would be interested in joining us. 
 

 

Olive Ridge 
Chair, SMHA 

 
A message from Penny Harrison, Honorary Secretary and Editor 

(Item 5, General Meeting) 

Dear Friends, 

Following the General Meeting in 2011 the Committee had a clear 
mandate to pursue the suggestion of a Blue Plaque to our Founder and 

achieving this has taken the majority of my time from that time until this, 
the date of the unveiling of the Plaque. It has been a long and at times 

difficult journey and I have been sustained throughout by the help of Sue 
Meek, Olive Ridge and Diana Markham (Sijpesteijn). These three – 

respectively your Life President, Chair and Treasurer, have been unfailing in 

their advice and support and I am pleased to have been able to recognise 
this formally at the General Meeting. 

With them must stand Emma Thomas who has created and managed 
the 100 club which has provided us with much of the funding for the Plaque 

and Jo Stubbs who has assisted with all the arrangements for the 2013 
Reunion as well as helping our Archivist. My most sincere thanks go also to 

them. 
In 2012 I wrote, in the Newsletter, that at the forefront of my mind at 

all times has been that during the four years I spent at SMH, under the 
headship of Olwen Davies and in Hilary House with Margaret Payne as 

Housemistress, these two inspirational women instilled in me – and many of 
my contemporaries – the concept of service.  

Alongside that stood my concern that this concept might not be shared 
by younger alumnae.  
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I then wrote, in my report, these words “I hope most sincerely that on 

the tide of emotion and positivity of recent events this will change.”  
By 4 p.m. on 15th June I was overwhelmed to have been 

approached by Jo Grey and Vicky Riley, jointly offering to join the 
committee. I have never been so happy to have to eat my words! My 

most sincere thanks to them as well as to Charlotte Steventon who 

joined us a few weeks ago. I greatly look forward to working with 
them on various social media. 

As I have touched on above, my work since the last General Meeting 
has consisted of providing members with regular updates of the work of the 

committee; networking in order to support and maintain your friendships 
(and in many cases rekindle these); assist in creating and maintaining the 

on-line presence of the Association and ensure that those members who do 
not or cannot access us on line can continue to be offered this by hard copy 

newsletters and occasional letters updating them with events. 
I most recently contacted all those who had requested hard-copy 

newsletters to ask whether they wished to continue to receive these and in 
some cases have been pleased to hear that they can either directly or with 

assistance now access information on line. In others they have said that they 
no longer wish to be a financial burden to the members through whose 

kindness the newsletter is printed and sent. 

Some of them, as well as several others, have kindly sent donations 
towards the Blue Plaque and to cover the work of the Association in general. 

Many thanks to them. 
Many members of the former SMH Choir have been added to those 

keeping in touch with us thanks to the choral event at our Reunion. I am 
sure that you will continue to be interested in hearing of the Association’s 

“goings-on”.   
Please let me stress that ALL former pupils and staff of SMH are 

members of this Association! 
Please do spare the time to tell us if there is anything you would like 

from the Committee in particular and the Association in general. 
I have stood down from the position of Committee Secretary. I have 

not stepped aside from editing the Newsletter, maintaining the database, 
compiling and sending you regular email updates and assisting in updating 

both the Facebook and Website presence of SMHA.  

I would like to thank all the committee for my beautiful necklace, 
presented at the General Meeting, as a thank-you for my work…words 

uncharacteristically fail me. 
  

Until we speak, write or meet again… 

 

 

The Hon. Treasurer and Hon Secretary  

with “their” Headmistress, N Olwen Davies 

 

 
 

Penny (Titheradge) Harrison 
1969-1973 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=552209721503569&set=a.443161802408362.107987.265334070191137&type=1&relevant_count=1
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Hon Treasurer’s Report on the Accounts (Item 6, General Meeting) 

 
The Association’s Accounts have again been prepared by Michael Dack and 

Company, Chartered Accountants, of Leeds. 

 
The accounts show that in 2012 income exceeded expenditure by £671.  

The retained funds at the end of the year were up from £535 in 2011.  
The balance sheet at 31st December 2012 shows assets of £21,222 (up from 

£20,551 in 2011). 
 

Investments 
 

The Association’s investments include £15,000 in a Barclays Bank Treasury 
Deposit and £6,222 in saver and current accounts with Barclays Bank. 

Interest paid in 2012 was £142 (£209 in 2011). 
 

Donations 
 

A total of £582 was received in donations. 

 
100 Club 

 
This initiative generated an income of £476 for the Association 

 
Social Events 

 
A social event was held on 5th March 2012 at 120 Moorgate in London. 46 old 

girls and former members of staff attended. The cost was covered by the 
sale of tickets for the function.  

 
Database and website 

 
The database has continued to be efficiently run by Penny Harrison.                                                     

Alice Rawdon-Mogg offered to run the website; this has reduced the 

Association’s expenditure on employing external expertise.  
 

Future Expenditure 

 
Administering the Association via electronic means of communication by and 

large and the voluntary input by Committee members and others, continues 
to ensure that costs are minimised.  Ideas and suggestions from members 

for fund raising initiatives in the future are always welcome. 
 

 
 

Diana Kaars Sijpesteijn-Markham 
June 2013 
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Association Accounts: 2010, 2011 and 2012 

Extracts from the full, audited, accounts which were formally presented 
to the General Meeting in June 2013 (Historic data on left) 
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FROM THE ARCHIVIST 
Archive information is regularly posted on our website. 

 
We were grateful to Sue for sending the transcript of a letter from the son-

in-law of the poet Wordsworth regarding “Just as I am” and its importance: 
  

Loughrigg Holme, Ambleside 

July 28 1849 
Dear Miss Elliott 

The day I received your very kind and welcome note, with the music of the hymn, I 
was moving from home and I did not return till last night. I need not say how much 
I am obliged to you. The hymn was originally sent to us, for my dying wife, by a 

relation of outs, a clergyman's wife in Kent; and it is rather remarkable that her 
daughter, who is on a visit to us, was the first person (as yet the only one) from 

whom I heard the music, which is exactly what it should be. This young lady was in 
the room when I received it and she immediately, at my request, sang it without 
difficulty to her own accompaniment. I should be ashamed of having deprived you 

of your only copy; but you tell me that you have access to another. I cannot desire 
more touching and appropriate melody for the words; but, if you will not think me 

obtrusive and unreasonable, I should like to have the other air, when your niece 
may have leisure to copy it; for everything connected with those words cannot but 

be of the deepest interest to me, and to Mr. and Mrs. Wordsworth, 
When I first got the letter enclosing them, from Kent, I said to the beloved suffered 
who knew she was soon to leave us, "Here is a hymn from your friend Charlotte - of 

Barham. Shall I read it to you?" She answered, hesitatingly, "Yes, I must hear it 
since it comes from her. She is so good it ought to be worth hearing" I read it and 

had no sooner finished than she said very earnestly, "That is the very thing for me" 
At least ten times that day she asked me to repeat it to her; she desired to write it 
in "Horne's Manual for the Afflicted" a little book which she kept by her pillow and 

which is now one of my melancholy treasures; and, every morning, from that day 
till her decease nearly two months later, the first thing she asked me for was her 

hymn. "Now my hymn," she would say - and she would often repeat it after me, line 
for line, many times in the day and night. You may judge from this whether the 
volume you propose to send us will be acceptable to her father and mother and 

husband. 
 

Mrs. Wordsworth has told me that your hymn forms part of her daily solitary 
prayers. I do not think that Mr. Wordsworth could bear to have it repeated aloud in 
his presence but he is not the less sensible of the solace it gave to his one and 

matchless daughter. 
The place you date your note from, Torquay, disturbs me with a fear; but I hope the 

delicacy of your health is in no way connected with the malady that has made me 
desolate for the rest of my term. 

Believe me, dear Miss Elliott, with true sympathy, 

Your obliged and faithful friend, 
Edward Quillinan 

 

The language is so much of the period it proved very hard to type verbatim –I am 
very curious as to the publication “Horne’s Manual for the Afflicted”. I wonder if any 
OG has a copy? And I loved the reference to Torquay! (PH) 
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Sue and Jo Stubbs, who assists with the Archives, have managed to 

confirm that the children's author, Julia Donaldson (she wrote “The 
Gruffalo”, “Room on the Broom” and many, many more) was in fact a 

teacher at St Mary's Hall during the 1970s.  
 

They started the research because Jo remembered that when she was 

showing a group of old girls around the new junior school, one of them 
(possibly Jane Hitchcock who was about a year older than Jo) saw a display 

about Julia Donaldson wondered if it was the same woman who had taught 
her English. Anyway, to cut a long story short, they did some 'digging' and 

actually found that her Wikipedia profile mentioned SMH.  
 

Realising that sometimes facts on websites are not entirely accurate 
they dug further and eventually found a box containing all of the index cards 

for every member of staff at SMH (not sure when it was started) and found 
Julia Donaldson's card! 

 
 

 

She may have been either a student 
teacher or very part time, and was only 

on the staff for a couple of years from 

September 76 to March 78. Sue and Jo 
have added a print out of the Wikipedia 

pages and a copy of her card to the 
appropriate archive box. 

 
(Julia, with “The Gruffalo”, on the left; 

“Room on the Broom” on the right) 

 

 

 
Sue Carnochan sent a quick update recently on moving the Archives.  

They will not be going to Lewes after all, but to a new purpose built 

building in Brighton called "The Keep". This will not be ready to 
receive them before November. She hopes that they will be able to 

remain at Roedean until then.  
Below we have inserted an aerial view of the site for The Keep, 

showing its location and a CGI of the front view.  
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Sue wrote, also, that Brighton Museum has an exhibition of BIBA 

FASHIONS. BIBA was, as many of us remember, founded  by Barbara 
Hulanicki. Although she did not attend S.M.H. her two sisters did. They were 

Biruta and Beatrice Hulanicki. Sue asked “Does anyone remember them or 
ever meet Barbara?” 

Back popped a message into my inbox from Susanne Fopp (Bray) as 

follows: “My year group will remember Biruta - she and Serena Liddell were 
senior to us by a couple of years and extremely aloof and glamorous!  Many 

years later I was in the car with my family and I saw an impeccably turned 
out woman riding a hunter across the downs who I immediately identified as 

Serena.   
I shopped regularly in the Kensington Biba and still have a wonderful 

Biba dress and the pale lilac suede boots that I wore to Rosemary Bellamy's 
wedding.  My young sons had matching Biba rust coloured trench coats.  And 

as for the make up...! Alas I never met Barbara.”  
A contemporary of Susanne’s added: “Biba was Biruta's nickname at SMH. 

She was in Elliott and was 3 or 4 years in front of my friends and me.  We 
were the O level year of 1963.”  

In addition, Miriam Delorie wrote: “I was quite excited when I saw 
this. I really thought that it was Barbara Hulanicki that was at St Mary’s 

when I was there…but judging from what you say, it must have been 

Beatrice. I went to Biba later on when I was modelling in London at Lucy 
Clayton and wandering around checking all the shops and I remember going 

into Biba. My mother, Freda and my aunt Frances, (my Mom’s sister) were 
very good friends with Beatrice’s mother who was also at SMH but I think it 

was actually my aunt (Frances) that was best friends with their Mom.  I later 
heard that Barbara or Beatrice went to Florida and started up art deco 

furniture which was a great success there and still is today. When I have 
mentioned it to some of my buyers with whom I worked at Foschini (which is 

one of the largest fashion retailers in South Africa) they knew the place 
where you could buy this furniture and some of them had heard of the 

Hulanicki’s. Small world!!! Whichever one it was who was there when I was 
at SMH was very tall and skinny – long legs with a beautiful creamy tan skin 

and a short mid brown bob…I think she must be in one of the school pictures 
…I must have a look and check it out.”  

Amanda Hobson (Hobson-Jones) adds “I believe I met Barbara Hulanicki 

at some point when she came to visit Biruta and Beatrice, with whom I was 
at SMH at the same time. I certainly remember, after leaving school, that 

Biba was my favourite shop and the clothes just what I loved! And, of 
course, the name "Biba" came from Biruta's nickname!” 

 
We thought readers – especially perhaps those of us of a “certain age” would 

like to see the images of Barbara – then and now – with a classic Biba image. 
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NEWS OF FORMER HEADMISTRESSES (SMHA Hon Vice Presidents) 

 
MISS N. OLWEN DAVIES 1965 – 1973,  

When looking back on the past year it is usual to start at the beginning 
and work towards the end .For me, the last year must be an exception as the 

end far outstripped the beginning in pleasure and interest. The re-union was 

a real triumph and I am sure we are all grateful to the committee and all the 
many others who helped with the organisation and brought us all together. It 

is probably invidious to mention individuals, but Penny’s enthusiastic emails 
did much to whet our appetites and encourage anticipation!  It was a real joy 

to see so many of “my” generation of past pupils and colleagues, who have 
given me many hours of pleasurable reminiscing since I came home.   I also 

owe a personal gratitude to Susan (James) Mitchell who ferried me to and fro 
and endured my constant twittering about those reminiscences without 

complaint while negotiating the Saturday traffic! 
            It was good to see the plaque in place and to know that those who 

inspired the foundation of the school will be remembered by future 
generations, and that the original building will hold a recognised place in 

Brighton history. It was reassuring to know that any changes the Hospital 
will be making to the building will be sensitive and sympathetic to its 

heritage. 

            The rest of my year has been unremarkable in comparison. I bumble 
around Alresford on Barkis (my mobility scooter) which gives me the 

independence which I value, and I have many good friends who will help out 
beyond Barkis-range.  I particularly enjoy the path alongside our local river 

which takes me away from sound and sight of any road or vehicle and is 
well-populated with ducks, coots, swans and other wild life. I belong to a 

small Reading Group which gives me some much-needed mental exercise 
and I am so lucky to have family members nearby.  I have also acquired a 

third great-great nephew to join his two brothers. This generation seems to 
be concentrating on boys; it makes a change!  

My love and greetings to you all,      
Olwen Davies 

  

MRS. CLARE FEAVER 1981 - 1988,  
 We’re sorry not to have any news from Clare. 

 

MRS. TERESA BROADBENT 1988 – 1991,  
Greetings to all of you who managed to get to the reunion and 

unveiling of the blue plaque. Unfortunately, I could not be with you this time.  
I really enjoyed our last session of singing around the piano.  Mr. Jay 

and Mr. Roser obviously inspired so many of you that all the music from 
years back came to the fore and it was a delight to hear and share in. 

This year has meant no major changes for me.  Following my two brain 
operations three years ago, I feel I have now reached a plateau in my 

recovery.  Above all, I am thankful to be alive and able to lead a fairly 
normal life.  Without my husband, Martin, doing so much to help, it might 

have been a very different story.   He has become a dab hand at the 
shopping and cooking and being a house-husband.  
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 Fortunately, he really enjoys the catering so I feel bad that I did not 

give him more opportunity in the past!   Of course I can no longer drive, so I 
am dependent on Martin and friends to give me lifts whenever needed. 

I am still able to sing and read music which gives me lots of pleasure. I 
still do flowers in the Abbey on a rota basis.  Also I go to meetings and 

workshops of the Pressed Flower Guild.  We still enjoy a lot of entertaining, 

so I have plenty of social contacts. 
We have now been in our bungalow for fifteen months and it has 

proved to be an excellent move.   The garden is much smaller and more 
manageable for one person. It is bounded by a small stream with Helen's 

garden on the other side.  They are always hopping over and coming to keep 
the 'old folks' company and are a great joy.  Tom, our eldest grandson is 

taller than Martin and now in the throes of AS levels so he will be applying to 
University next year.  His younger sister, Nia, is two years away from GCSEs 

and loves dancing in all its forms.   Chris now lives in Switzerland with his 
wife and two young sons.  Both he and his wife, Carol, work for Unilever and 

are in the fortunate position of being able to take the boys for trips around 
Europe.  Weekend skiing is also a regular on their family calendar.  We are 

able to go over there each year to see them and they come over here too. 
This July Martin and I are celebrating our Golden Wedding, so we are having 

a large gathering for a lunch party. 

If any of you from my era are visiting Bath we would love to see you. 
We live just behind the Holburne Museum at the end of Great Pulteney St in 

Central Bath.  We can provide very good free parking spaces and a warm 
welcome!   Please phone or e-mail beforehand to be sure that we are here to 

greet you!  teresa.broadbent@gmail.com  or 01225 938417. 
With very best wishes to you all 

Teresa Broadbent 
 

MRS. PAMELA JAMES 1991 – 1997. 
Pamela has no news to share with us this year but was a most welcome 

presence at the Reunion where she met up with many of “her” Old Girls and 
former staff including Laura Bristol (They are pictured below) 

 
 

 

 

mailto:teresa.broadbent@gmail.com
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Memorabilia for Sale 

Own a memory & support your Association 
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The Unveiling of the Blue Plaque 

 

Opening events, at the entrance to SMH, and surrounded by well over 
100 Old Girls, former staff and friends of SMH, Deputy Mayor of the City 

of Brighton and Hove, Bill Randall, managed to make himself heard over 
the traffic to say how pleased he was to welcome us back to our former 

home on such an auspicious occasion. He expressed his gratitude to the 
Association for remedying the long overdue recognition of both henry Venn 

Elliott’s and Charlotte Elliott’s contributions to the history of the City and 
asked Chair of the Blue Plaque Committee, Averil Older, to say a few 

words about the Plaque.  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Averil said “I have lived here since the age of 
three, and that's a long time now. I must have 

passed the school many times over the years, 
usually on top of a bus heading to Rottingdean 

or the Marina. Although I am very keen on 
local history, I really knew nothing about St 

Mary's Hall until Penny got in touch with our 
Commemorative Plaque Panel two years ago. 

It has been really interesting learning about it 
and I know that by putting this new plaque on 

the wall here, thousands more people will be 
passing by and interested to see the names of 

Henry Venn Elliott and his sister Charlotte 
alongside the sign for St Mary's Hall. 

Professor Duane Passman, Director of 3Ts, Brighton and Sussex 
University Hospitals NHS Trust, then spoke: 

“Deputy Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen, honoured guests of the St. 
Mary’s Hall Association, former staff and pupils. 

“On behalf of Brighton & Sussex University Hospitals NHS Trust, I am 

honoured to welcome you all here today for the unveiling of the Blue Plaque 
commemorating the founder of St. Mary’s Hall School. 

“This is a very significant year for the future of the St. Mary’s Hall site.   
We will complete the £10m refurbishment of most of the buildings on the site 

in September of this year which is a crucial part of our plans to develop the 
Royal Sussex County Hospital.  St. Mary’s will then become the 

administrative centre for the hospital.  It will provide much better facilities 
for our staff as the first big step towards providing better facilities for the 

patients we serve. 
“I know that probably most of you would have preferred to see the site 

remain as the vibrant school that you will all remember so fondly.   
I hope that you will be reassured that as the new custodians of the site, that 

we will treat it with the utmost honour and humility as befits its history and 
status.  To misquote willfully from Mr. Elliott’s “Personal History of St. Mary’s 

Hall…”: That this is a new beginning, and not an end, will be manifest in its 

subsequent history. 
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“Please accept the Trust’s, and my personal, very best wishes for the 

rest of the day.  I hope that you enjoy it in the company of beloved friends 
and colleagues.” 

 
Professor Passman is pictured, below, on the left 

 

  
 
 

Tim Elliott, TD, MA, direct descendent of the Founder of the school, 

(pictured above, right, with The Reverend Canon Neil Milmine), then 
formally unveiled the Plaque after saying: 

“I am very touched at being honoured with being a part of the unveiling 
of this blue plaque in Kemp Town to commemorate my great-great-

grandfather, the Reverend Henry Venn Elliott, and his sister, Charlotte.  The 
initiative of the St Mary’s Hall Association and the generosity of so many 

interested parties, coupled with the hugely welcome support of the Brighton 
and Hove Authorities, have given life to what was once just a gleam in a 

distant eye.   
“Some of you, perhaps less familiar with Charlotte Elliott’s life, may 

have resorted to the St Mary’s Hall Association website’s full account or 
possibly to Wikipedia to find out about her.  I therefore don’t propose to say 

more beyond the fact that Charlotte, the invalid, lived until the age of 82 and 
survived her brother, who was three years younger than she was, by six 

years.  Much has been made of her invalidity, but she had a constitution 

sufficiently robust to outlive all but one of her nine siblings. 
“She is rightly known world-wide for her inspirational hymns, most 

notably “Just as I am, without one plea”, a hymn known to her slightly 
irreverent family as “Just as I am, without one flea”.  It is a curiosity that, to 

my knowledge, no memorial to this influential lady exists – even in the 
United States – and it is particularly fitting that Brighton, inspired by the 

Saint Mary’s Hall Association, should have agreed that this internationally 
important oversight be remedied. 

“But what of her less well-known brother, the eldest son of the wealthy 
retired cabinet maker of the Palace of Westminster, Charles Elliott?  Henry is 

not an internationally-known historical figure as is his sister.  But he is 
precisely the sort of unselfish benefactor (and there are many like him) who 

ought to have a memorial.  So it is particularly fitting that his name is 
coupled with that of Charlotte on this plaque.   
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“Because he is less well-known, I thought it might be appropriate for 

me, as a member of the family and, to some extent the family’s historian, to 
say a few words about him, his school and his legacy, especially since his 

name appears on the plaque above that of his better-known sister. 
“His background was that of a Cambridge scholar who took holy orders 

but whose uncertain health directed him in his early 30s to follow his father 

to live in Brighton, at the time a noted health spa.  Once installed there and 
gifted with the living of the Proprietary Chapel of St Mary’s in St James’ 

Street, Henry, as the eldest son, found himself very well off indeed after his 
father’s death in 1832.   

“He therefore looked around for some major charitable project to 
undertake and it was his young wife, Julia Marshall, who was instrumental in 

steering him towards founding a school for daughters of the clergy.  The 
Trustees’ minutes of 1841 recorded, and I quote, that she “was associated 

with St Mary’s Hall in its earliest conception [and …] enlightened all the 
perplexities of our earlier plans and arrangements.” 

“It was no sudden whim.  Family papers confirm that the conceiving of 
St Mary’s Hall is firmly linked to the early years of Henry’s acquaintance with 

Julia and all the evidence points to a scheme devised jointly by them in the 
early 1830s, before their marriage and supported by Charles Elliott before he 

died. 

“But Henry did not stop there.  His largesse was widely spread during 
his lifetime over many other charities in the town, including Brighton College, 

founded in 1845 and after St Mary’s Hall.  Apart from such whims as the 
Female Hibernian Society, he was tellingly also to support the Blind Asylum, 

a special interest of his and one which explains his reputation for having a 
lousy memory for names.  He didn’t.  He was simply very short-sighted and 

declined to wear spectacles. 

“I did some sums and calculated that, in the values of the time I first 

wrote this up in 1986, Henry gifted some half a million pounds to St Mary’s 
Hall, a figure rather higher today nearly a quarter of a century later.  Nor did 

it include the pact he made with the Marquess of Bristol over the gifting of 
the land the school was built on, namely the additional constructing of St 

Marks’ Church next door. 

“Alas, Henry’s school is now no more, having, like many other academic 

institutions in the private sector, fallen on irremediably hard times. This is a 

matter of huge regret to many, not least to me and my fellow Elliotts, a 
regret, though, palliated by the knowledge that so many pupils benefited 

from St Mary’s Hall. 

“Finally, members of the Elliott family may have directly supported St 

Mary’s Hall throughout its existence as indeed they did;  but so did many 
others, and we are here to commemorate them all implicitly, along with the 

Founder and his sister.  However, we must not forget that they had the 
unstinting and constant support of wives, husbands and friends.  To all must 

go our thanks.” 
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Having drawn the curtains (with mixed success due to the high winds 

which had tangled the cords – a situation remedied by The Reverend 
Canon Neil Milmine on top of a somewhat precarious step ladder some 

moments later) Neil then spoke a Prayer of Dedication and Blessing of the 
Plaque 

 
“Almighty God, as we are gathered here today to unveil and dedicate 

this Blue Plaque which commemorates the Reverend Henry Venn Elliott, 

founder of Sty Mary’s Hall, and his sister Charlotte Elliott, hymn writer, so we 
give grateful thanks for their legacies, sources of blessing, encouragement 

and enabling to so many over the years. 
“We thank You for the vision Henry Venn Elliott had of a school that 

would nurture and inspire girls, equipping them with the confidence and the 
skills to make their own contributions in life; we thank You for the premises 

and for the funding that gave lasting reality to this vision; we thank You for 
the many who, over the decades, have either sustained that vision or indeed 

derived significant benefit from it. 
“We thank You also today for Charlotte Elliott’s inspired hymnology, 

written in the face of her own frail health yet revealing the power of Your 
grace and love for her; we thank You for the many whose lives have been 

touched deeply by her hymns, perhaps themselves echoing some of the 

yearning that was in her heart “…though tossed about with many a conflict, 
many a doubt; fightings and fears within, without, of Lamb of God, I come” 

“Bless, we pray, this Blue Plaque: that those who view and reflect upon 
it, whilst acknowledging that it honours the memories of Henry Venn Elliott 

and Charlotte Elliott will themselves give thanks for all that St Mary’s Hall 
has achieved over the years, and for the inspiring hymns that continue to be 

sung and to instill faith and hope. This we pray through the One who inspired 
Henry Venn Elliott and gave hope and encouragement to Charlotte Elliott, 

even our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen” 
 

The formal proceedings then closed with the SMHA Prayer and 
numerous photographs, a few of which are reproduced in this Newsletter. 

MANY more are on our Website, our Facebook page and will soon be on a 
special You-tube link which we will let you know about – this will hopefully be 

somewhere where all OGs and friends can lodge their visual media 

memories! 
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Sandra (Jantuah) Pepera (l)   

and Leone Ratner (r) 

 

 
 

Kathy Howard (l) and Margaret Ellis (r) 

in the bell tower at St Mark’s Chapel 

 

 
A FEW of the Old Girls, former staff, Governors 

and others waiting for the unveiling 

 

 

 

 
Susan (Mitchell) James (left) 

with Mrs. Thomas (English) 

 

 
Group including Virginia James, Leone 

Ratner, Olwen Davies, Margaret Ellis 

 
NEWS*NEWS*NEWS OF FORMER STAFF AND PUPILS 

 

We lead this section with our post-Reunion comments, news and 
feedback (in no particular order): 

 
Vivienne Straiton-Taylor commented “What a fantastic day it was...so 

much fun singing in the choir and meeting old friends, and the unexpected 
presence of Miss Davies! I always attend Anne Fridal's concerts in London but 

her performance was enthralling. I spoke to Miss Davies after the concert 
and she remembered the mischievous young Anne with such affection.  
 

Prisca (Baillie) Furlong, who posted some wonderful photographs of the 
event in an Album on Facebook – well worth a look and on “our” page”) said 

“We were privileged to be part of a very special institution - such a shame 

we have marked the end of an era.  



© SMHA 2013 

 
21 

 

Sian (Williams) Spencer commented “shame I have only realised how 

much I owe SMH the older I get. The reunion was great fun. The photo of 
Miss Davies was lovely - Was it taken before or after I told her I was a local 

authority accountant for 10 years? Her jaw clattered to the floor! Isn't it nice 
when you prove them wrong even the teachers who you adored and have 

inspired you for the rest of your life.” 
 

Julia Bagshaw (Dunnicliffe): I nearly dropped the hymn book in church 
today - first hymn - 'Just as I am without one plea' by Charlotte Elliott! 

Thank you SO much for all your hard work to help everyone meet up and 
rekindle friendships - none of which would have been possible without you. 

 
Patsy Ireland (Trish Shorty Liddell) “My memory that will stay with me 

forever was undoubtedly when Tony Jay screamed my name "Patsy" mid 
speech, don't think I've ever been so embarrassed” 
 

Vicky Mokhtar (Riley) commenting on the Facebook post rejoicing in the 
joint volunteering of herself and Jo French (Grey) to join the committee… 

“the great event you put together inspired us, we can't let the oldest 
girls' school in England die…even if it is just virtual!”  

PH: “you are completely right. I was inspired by yesterday. The presence of 

the building, restored to a fantastic standard as we know it will be, and the 
existence of our webpage, FB page, Blog (watch this space) Youtube site 

(keep watching this space), mini reunions (carry on watching) and the next 
big Brighton event (don't blink yet) will only reinforce that SMH Girls are a 

force to be reckoned with!” 
 

Gilly (Synge) Fifield emailed “What a triumph!  Well done to all of you who 

made the day such a success, but especially to you, Penny, as, without your 
continual keeping us all up to date with what goes on, everyone else's effort 

would be wasted. It was a lovely day from every point of view...... loads of 
reminiscing together, with photos and memories, and memories jogged by 

the great display of photos that Sue Carnochan put together.  But, apart 
from the Blue Plaque ceremony, the two highlights for me were the meeting 

up with friends I hadn't seen for more years than I care to remember, 
including Olwen who I hadn't seen more than two or three times since I left, 

and the choir. It's so long since I sang in a choir and, when you kindly sent 

me the music, my heart sank as I thought I'd never manage it.  Oh to have 
had a music master like Tony Jay when I was at the school!  So, renewed 

thanks and congratulations, and very best wishes” 
 

Angelica Meletiou wrote: "it was great... thank you for all your work ...not 
many of our year but a great showing of our "senior" girls...good to see 

everyone but I must say it... most of all Miss Bristol..how wonderful to see 
her there...thank you again and hope to see you in the new venue very 

soon.” 
Angelica came all the way from Italy to the reunion. Patricia Doswell (De 

Juanes) travelled from Spain and Clare Waddell (Borchardt) made the 
journey from South Africa to be with us. (How marvelous it was to be able to 

see all of them who have been my pen pals for four years now! PH) 
 

https://www.facebook.com/trish.s.liddell
https://www.facebook.com/vicky.m.riley.1
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“What a great day ....We felt very proud to be part of it all especially as my 

girls, Alice & Bryony, are clergy daughters and have definitely benefitted 
from the school. I think we started at SMH in 2007 (same day as Mr. Mays’ 

1st day!) and were there until the end. Well done on organising it all” wrote 
Emma Doick (parent of Alice & Bryony Doick) 

 

“What a wonderful day it was” wrote Megan Warner. “Certainly 'A Day to 
Remember' thanks to your vision and persistence.  Thank you so much for all 

you did to make it such a success. I really do feel that the blue plaque brings 
the closing of the school to a much more satisfactory conclusion, and how 

good it was to have the representative of the hospital say a few words too. 
As for finding an Elliott descendent to do the official opening that was a 

lovely thing to do.  
“We all enjoyed being back at school learning the songs for the concert. I 

remember well learning 'I wandered lonely as a cloud' when I was at school, 
so it was wonderful to be singing it again with school fellows again. And what 

an honour to be singing in the same concert as Anne Fridal.  Many of us had 
no idea that she had been at SMH.   Thank you, Penny once again for all you 

did to make it such a special occasion.” 
 

“I have to write and congratulate you and your band of helpers for arranging 

such a wonderful day” emails Heather (Heald) Johnson. “I know that the 
work that went into it was tremendous, not only the efforts to get agreement 

for the Blue Plaque, which were obviously not straightforward, but also all 
the other components that made up such a successful day. Our small group 

could not believe how professional the choir were and thoroughly enjoyed the 
afternoon concert, a real joy. Besides all the work involved what really made 

the day was meeting up with so many people. Our group from my year who 

we had all arranged to meet but also various others from years above and 
below who I hadn't seen for over fifty years! There we were exchanging 

names and saying, 'oh I remember you!' We did so much reminiscing that we 
almost forgot to find out what people were doing now. Anyway enough for 

now, I was pleased to meet you briefly and also to be able to have a quick 
word with Sue Meek, she is also doing a grand job. Once more 

congratulations to you all and I hope you can now relax a bit, although I see 
you have already sent us a list of those present, glad I didn't miss anyone I 

knew.” 
 

Anne Fridal wrote: "it was a lovely day and memories were rekindled (in the 

very bracing environment of the Marina, with waves crashing over the 
esplanade) of the lovely cold breeze of the seafront. where Miss Payne found 

great joy in taking us for walks after lights-out. I was in Hilary house.  

“So much to chat about, with Jane Smithard, Rosemary (Haylock) Batts, 
Diana (Markham) Sijpesteijn, Sue (Corringham) Medley, Belinda 

(Fleming) Evans, Penny (Titheradge) Harrison, Sally (McDonagh) –
Forester, Sandra (Jantuah) Pepera and Anna (Tinner) Dunn over a 

couple of drinks afterwards! I feared "Noddy" for many years but I suppose 
she is partly responsible for who I am today. It was great to see her 

along with Leone Ratner and all my school mates. What a joyous occasion! 
My school is no longer alive but is still in the hearts and souls of us 

all. Thanks everyone for making this day possible."   
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“What a very successful day it was.” emailed Alice (Kimpton) Halliday “It 

was wonderful to see old school mates after such a long time and to look at 
our old school photos and see all the other people who had gathered.  I 

enjoyed singing ‘Just as I am without one Plea’ and, despite the traffic, 
hearing Mr. TJ Elliott’s words and reading about Henry Venn Elliott and his 

sister. I pottered off afterwards to have a look at St Mark’s and Hilary House, 

and was also interested to see that the shop where I used to buy wrigglies 
(four for a penny) is now a bread shop!” 
 

Another very welcome attendee at the Reunion was Laura Bristol who 
wrote previously to say that she had been pleased to read of the London 

reunion and recalled that in the 60s there was one every year, often 
attended by Kathleen (Farmer) Milton, as Senior Mistress. 

Miss Bristol (remembered fondly by many as form teacher, Librarian, and for 
her Latin and Greek lessons) says that she “jogs on, well exercised by my 

dog, Blue. I don’t walk as far or as quickly as I used to. Generally, everything 
takes a lot longer than it used to, so the back-log mounts. 

“I am still in contact with several Old Girls at Christmas and regularly see 
Katherine White at Church. Katherine recently moved to a home almost 

next door to me and we are enjoying gardening together, sharing plants. She 
has given me some surplus turf which I can use for a “bower” under a large 

apple tree where I can sit without those from the new homes staring at me. 

Henrietta Gray (I’ve forgotten her married name) now a nurse like her 
mother and grandmother I see occasionally and hear of more often as her 

mother who I have known since 1941 lives in the village. Claudine 
Pickergill, an optometrist, I see once a year about eyes and glasses. Susan 

Judd, a Head Girl in Miss Davies’ day, lives in Petersfield and is now a Priest 
at Portsmouth Cathedral. Two or three times a year I have a long 

conversation with Emmeline Noyes (Smith), daughter of the late Zoë 
Harris, (1950s – 60s) I was saddened to read of the death of Caroline 

Woodhead. It is so sad when people die young.” 
Laura concluded by saying “I was lucky in that I went to a church school in 

St Albans where Susan Judd’s mother was a pupil and then spent the next 30 
years at a church school. I say this because you are quite right in what you 

say about “Service” in the 2012 Newsletter. Many modern school children do 
not have that instilled into them.” 
 

PH was bitterly disappointed to learn that she had missed Margaret (Jones) 

McCall by (as Margaret put it) a whisker! Margaret had seen the Plaque and 
been round St Mark’s and then went to St George’s about five minutes only 

after Penny left. Since then (PH notes) “we have caught up by phone and I 
have made Margaret promise to keep going long enough to come to the next 

reunion and see round the Hall!.”   
Margaret is one of our most senior Old Girls (1932-40) and wrote back in 

September to say “as usual I must begin by thanking you for all your work 
on the Newsletter which gives me such interest and enjoyment to read. I 

open it with such anticipation and it never fails!  
“I was just thinking that last week, on 22nd September, it was the 80th 

anniversary of my entering St Mary’s Hall as a timid New Girl at St Nicholas, 
in Sussex Square. 
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“In the last two weeks I have had two SMH encounters which might bring up 

memories for other “veterans”. The first was visiting Jean Robertson who is 
in a very pleasant nursing home in Hove. She came to the school in 1934 

and at one time was teaching PE in a Chinese school in Hong Kong. The 
second was having a phone call from Marigold (Davey) Durrance who 

lives in Indiana in the US and rather like Abraham’s Sarah has five 

daughters, many grandchildren, great grandchildren and even two great-
great-grandchilden. On the phone she sounded full of go and much like the 

old self I had known in 1932. Thank you again for all the news. Margaret.  
 

“It was a fabulous day. I found quite a number of people to talk to who knew 
of me or whom I knew. It was good to see Miss Bristol who arrived at the 

school in 1958 as I did. I enjoyed the singing immensely. It was not only 
beautiful but absolutely professionally guided. How I would have liked a 

singing teacher like that!! I would like to have seen the room at St Mark's 
but I didn't feel I could walk up there again!! I was very pleased to meet YOU 

too, Penny. You are such a hard worker and hold the Association together in 
a wonderful and most efficient way. Thank you so much for keeping us 

together. I am glad you so love doing it.” Jessie (Armstrong) Redfern 
Facebook photographs of the Reunion have prompted comments 

from those unable to attend - how lovely to get more memories... 
 

Jane (Peggy Jane Barnwell) Friend wrote: "At the age of 75 and 

somewhat disabled, I am so sad not to be there. I was at the school in 1948 
under Miss Conrady. Not the best of teachers, but I survived her as did so 

many more. I love Brighton and have been back a few times. I was very sad 

to see the School close. It was a very musical and was good for art and 
drama when I was there. We had a Miss Davies for art a long time ago. Miss 

Wynn taught music. I have been a piano teacher for 20 years as well as 
having had 5 sons." 
 

Penny (Hewitt) Fitton wrote: "Tears came to my eyes when I looked at 
the photos, with memories of the forces that shaped me; Miss Conrady, Miss 

Bristol, Mrs. Allen etc, not to mention the lacrosse field and "that wall". 
Warmest wishes to all, from Down Under.” 
 

Vivienne (Goff) Lagraulet wrote (following on from the above comment): 
"And poor Mrs. Hunter whom we drove to an early death I fear, but looking 

back I think she (and of course Juliet (O'Hea) Rose) was the one who gave 
me the love of France. If she could see me now, married to a Frenchman, 

with acquired French nationality, working as a French/English translator ... 

back in 1963/64 I really don't think she would have taken any bets on me 
doing that! And Mrs. Webb who rang me all those years ago when I got 

engaged, only to say "Well I just hope your French has improved!"" 
Prisca (Baillie) Furlong added “I had Mrs. Hunter in the 1st yr. for French 

and quite enjoyed it - then I was shoved down to Mrs. Webb in the B group 
after achieving only 60 percent in end of year exam. From that moment on 

French and I have never got on... One year we had a school fete and I 
decided to do fortune telling in the gardener's potting shed - can you imagine 

my horror when Mrs. Webb (probably feeling duty bound as my form 
teacher) was the first to come in to have her palm read ... I wish I could 

remember what waffle I came up with for her!” 
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Lis (Ferguson) Eastham commented on a photo: "The Art Building 

(pottery) round the back of the Tennis Courts - what mischief happened 
there - so I heard............ 

Regarding comments about Miss Davies;  Lis added "Hear, Hear! Maths has 
stood me in good stead in various ways over my career. I always could 

count, but some other maths (algebra, pure maths etc.) took somewhat 

more than school life to get my head around. Noddy put the fear of God into 
me even when I wasn't in trouble. I recall queuing outside her door to give 

her a message from a teacher (or something similar) and quaking in my 
boots with my heart pumping like crazy! She was the best. Prisca chipped in 

to say, “yes…the best Maths teacher I ever had!” "  
  

Liz Terry, whose sister Joanna Terry came to the event emailed to say 
“Congratulations on what sounds like it was an amazing day - I do hope the 

committee will organise another (once you've all got over this one) so that I 
can come along. I was thinking of you all. Jo said she really enjoyed the 

singing and felt it had gone really well, and I've also heard from other SMH 
friends who enjoyed themselves” 
 

Gilly (Loder) Morgan wrote: "I reckon I only speak/understand Italian due 
to Latin lessons with Miss Bristol and her derivations… long live amo amas 

amat. Forever grateful!!! And thankful to Mr. Liddell for getting me through 

maths O level. Think it was 3G and 5F "   
Daniela (Perillo) Harwood added, "Miss Bristol taught me how to bind 

books in the library. As one of my sons would say nowadays she was 'epic'! 
She taught my aunt Vivi Lagraulet and me and was the best Latin teacher 

ever. 
“Mr. Liddell frightened the living daylights out of me but I couldn't fault his 

maths lessons! Loved my time there and had so much fun."   
Vivienne (Goff)  Lagraulet herself commented "She always wore her black 

academic gown with the blue strip. I shall always remember her as a very 
good teacher and an excellent form teacher for my first year at SMH - happy 

memories!"  
Sian (Williams) Spencer said “Maybe I should have paid more attention to 

my Latin classes apart from singing all I can remember is paella misera est! 
No doubt when my prep did not arrive on time.”  

Another Old Girl who spoke of her memories of both Miss Bristol and  

Mr. Liddell was Heidi Wood: “Congrats to all those who organised this event 
- no easy task! A shame I couldn't have been there - but enjoying the pics. 

Re Miss Bristol - one if the most influencing and inspirational women I have 
met in my life... Will always remember her and Mr. Liddell”  

Shirley Read-Jahn chipped in to say “Latin was the most help in my 
university major of Modern Languages & also in my Landscape Design work. 

Hooray for Miss Bristol!” 
 

Natasha Cameron commented “A wonderful school. I spent 10 very happy 

years there. Such a pity it has closed its doors.” (We have told Natasha that 
we are all still here, in SMHA!) 
 



© SMHA 2013 

 
26 

MORE NEWS…NEWS…NEWS… 
 

Jackie (Giles) Wood (1969-77) wrote “I haven't been involved much with 
the old girls' network in recent years, but Belinda (Fleming) Evans has 

passed on the info about your June 15th event. By pure coincidence Belinda 
and I are both members of the same choir in Tunbridge Wells. I only realised 

that she was an SMH girl when I overheard her talking to someone else 

about her former school's music department. Kent Chorus members usually 
go for a drink at the Royal Wells Hotel after rehearsals and I suddenly heard 

this voice at the bar behind me saying: "My school was amazing for music - 
there were 364 girls and just about every one of them learnt an instrument." 

So I turned round and asked: "Excuse me. Was your school in Brighton?" 
She said it was. So I said: "St Mary's Hall?" And that was that. She has 

obviously kept up with people far more than I have and is able to come up 
with loads of names. She even turned up with a school photo and we had 

great fun picking out people I'd completely forgotten about. Since then we've 
exchanged a lot of memories.” 
 

Rosemary (Southworth) Farr wrote “We (Peggy Mills, Penelope 
Southam, Thelma Appleyard, Averil Mason, Marigold Mack, Pat 

Menzies, Joan and Ruth Raven) had a happy if chaotic time at the school 
under the headmistress Harriet Robinson. Books were in very short supply 

and the Brighton air not at all conducive to study but we all survived. On 
leaving I studied design for the theatre, married an actor, John Southworth, 

who later because artistic director at Ipswich arts theatre, My daughter 
Teresa is an artist and my younger son William is an archaeologist currently 

working as curator of south east Asian department in the new wing of the 
Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam.” We have been able to put Rosemary in touch 

with Thelma, Marigold and Ruth Raven. This group of girls attended SMH 

immediately post-war. 
 

Lorna Thompson (1925-32) has just celebrated her 97th birthday. She 

now lives in Australia having spent many years in Kenya. We suspect she 
may be our oldest Old Girl. Her nephew has been in touch. 
 

Sarah (Eadie) Hadfield asked if anyone has news of Barbara and Julia 
Clayton, and Scarlett (Palys) Havam. We have tracked Scarlett down 

thanks to Penny Gardiner but would welcome information on Barbara or 
Julia.  
 

Judy (Reynolds) Hart wrote, following this to say that she remembered 
Sarah, and the Claytons; Julia and Barbara. They were, she wrote “the last 

ever group of Babington House residents, and were moved out into St Hilary 
when the property was sold. Julia was my best friend in the third year, and 

Bobby (Barbara) was Sarah’s. They left one term into fourth year, the family 
moved from Malawi to Rhodesia, as it was, and I kept up with Julia for 

around 5 years, but then lost touch. She was a student in South Africa by 

then. I would be interested to know if anyone does come up with contact 
details for them.” 
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back row,  

left to right, 
Penny, Liz and Sue;  

front row, 
left to right, 

Felicity, Moira and 

Diana 

Six Hilary House girls met up in London last November for a 

reunion lunch at Bibendum. Sue (Burroughs) Anker 
writes “We all shared the same dorms in the house and I 

don’t think any of us can quite believe that 52 years have 
elapsed since our nervous beginnings as boarders!    Since 

those days, our paths have been diverse, taking some to 

other countries and some to unexpected careers -
 fascinating to catch up! 

Our group (Penny Buckland, Liz Johnson-Barrett, 
Felicity Kemp, Moira Munro, Diana Badger and Sue 

Anker), having loosely kept in touch since our days at SMH 
(1960 - variously mid/end Sixties), all met up at the school 

reunion of 2000 held at SMH in Brighton.  We decided there 
and then that we must be more proactive and keep the 

momentum going.....however, it took us ten years to meet 
again, two years ago, in London!   This time we have only 

left it for a couple of years.” 
 

Beryl (Swan) Richardson (1947-51) wrote to say “As I live so far from 
Brighton I shall not be able to attend the Unveiling of the Blue Plaque but I 

am so pleased there will be a sign for everyone to know where the school 

used to be. I did attend the 1986 celebration of the school’s 150th year with 
my late husband and purchased a plate showing the school which has pride 

of place on my dining room wall. Thank you for keeping in touch”  
 
 

 

Sandra (Jantuah) Pepera  

wrote of a year-group reunion for her “lot”  

(1977-88)  
– photos awaited eagerly –  

and that she had run into Sarah Staples at the 
Barbican in May 

Anthea (Drake) Holland wrote, in June, “I am SO very sorry I cannot 

attend, but we don’t arrive in the UK until the 25 June for our daughter's 
graduation from Cambridge. Please remember me to anyone who might have 

known me 1966-1970. Have fun and I look forward to reading all about it!” 
 

Vivien (Greenyer) Thompson confirmed she would still like us to post her 

a newsletter, writing that she very much enjoys reading it although “…my 
vintage sadly becoming fewer and fewer. I started in Kindergarten in 1933, 

leaving when the school closed for the war in 1940 at the age of 12, when 

we all went our separate ways. I’m afraid” she continued, “that I shall be 
unable to attend the reunion as it clashes with my Grandson’s final sports 

day at St Christopher’s before he starts at Brighton College in the Autumn. 
Sports Day includes prizegiving and we have just heard that he has won a 

language scholarship – apparently the first single subject scholarship 
awarded for some years.” Congratulations to your grandson, Vivien! 

“Hi! from North Uist, on the Outer Hebrides” wrote Sarah (Boyd) Milne, in 
advance of the Reunion and wishing us well for the event. “I recall my days 

at SMH with pleasure - what a long time ago! I am still in touch with Amy 
(Ayling) Easter and spasmodically with Celia "Kim" (Kimmins) Cooke.  
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Sadly Jenny Cowern died some years ago. There is a lovely book written 

about her - her life and work as an artist, partner and mother.  I have lived 
out here for 2 years, something I'd been planning for very many years, but 

sadly my house is up for sale, owing to a change in circumstances. Life out 
here is great - wide open skies, masses of wildlife - 26 red deer on the hill in 

front of the house the other day, hen harriers, golden eagles, etc. I walk 

regularly on beaches that in the sun look as if they are in the Caribbean, but 
empty of people! Moving back to the mainland is going to be a bit of a shock. 

Anyway - thank you for all your work and best wishes” 
 

Cynthia (Fabian) Palmer – who taught so many of PH’s era (60-70) 

modern languages, wrote, at the beginning of June, to say “I have had this 
date in my diary ever since it was announced and fully intended to be there 

but, unfortunately, events have overtaken my good intentions. After my car 
crash last year I started to experience slight difficulty walking and everyone 

thought it was the effect of whiplash. In spite of physio I continued to 
deteriorate slowly until, early this year, I couldn't walk without falling over 

and had completely lost my balance. To cut a long story short I ended up in 
Hurstwood Park hospital having an operation for the removal of a tumour 

(benign as it turned out) from my spinal cord.  I am now at home recovering 
and learning to walk again without support. I have progressed from a 

Zimmer to a stroller and hope to convert to a stick as soon as possible. I 

hope everything goes swimmingly on the 15th. Please make my apologies 
and send my best wishes to all those who remember me. There are a lot of 

the known acceptees whom I remember well.” I know many Old Girls will 
want to send messages to Cynthia and I will be happy to pass them on. PH 

Another former staff member of the same era, Valerie Boyes, wrote to ask 
to be remembered to Anne Fridal and to Olwen Davies – and any other 

OGs or staff who remember her. Both her daughters - Gemma and Nicola -
attended SMH at the same time as me and recall them, and Mrs. B, with 

affection. PH. Valerie said “Would have very much liked to have been with 
you – so many names still familiar to me on the lists. In my mid 80s I still 

drive a car (with the aid of a Blue Badge) but not as far as Brighton.  
Last I saw of Anne Fridal (known as Frizz in her youth) was a yell of “Mrs. 

B” from a first floor window at Gyndebourne and down she flew with 
enthusiastic greeting! I treasure the memory. The other thing I particularly 

want to express is my appreciation of all the time you have given to SMHA’s 

affairs; I have much admired this. I have been motivated by writing this to 
telephone Kathleen (Farmer) Milton and chat. Tried to motivate her along 

to join in part of the event but did not succeed”  
 

Jeane Amerena wrote to say  “My son Roger has informed me about 

attending the event of the Blue Plaque being unveiled. I have thought about 
it so often but I realise that my health is not going to permit me to attend. 

As to memories of my time at school - I must have been between about 5 
1/2 and 7 1/2. The class was in a house just outside the main building. I was 

very happy/ I remember the centenary celebrations - we had to dress up and 
went up to the main building to join the seniors. We were very contented in 

the outside building with our form teacher and we were well started on life's 
pathways and its hardships especially with the approaching 2nd world war. 

Later on I was pleased to send my daughter Claire to SMH.  
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She must have told you that she was chosen for one year to exchange with a 

pupil in Philadelphia. I am sorry not to remember more but also not to be 
able to come with Roger and meet you all.  

Yours affectionately Jeane Amerena. 
 

Ed: - Jeane's daughter Claire's news appears below. We have been greatly 

indebted to Roger Amerena who has been a tower of strength in achieving 

planning permission and smoothing our path generally with regard to getting 
the Plaque to its home at the main entrance. 
 

Claire (Amerena) London emailed to say “My brother Roger Amerena has 
been in communication with you, over the unveiling of the SMH plaque, and 

he will represent my mother and me that day. Unfortunately, much as I 
would love to be there, I will be unable to make the trip from Miami. We are 

coming to Brighton in July for my father's 90 birthday, so it would be too 
much to attend both. As I am sure Roger told you, I was the last exchange 

student, I think, to spend a year at the St Mary's Hall in Burlington, New 
Jersey, USA. It was because of that year that I went to college in 

Philadelphia and am now married to an American and living in Miami. Thank 
you for your dedication and hard work, and I know Roger will fill me in on all 

the details when I see him.” 
 

Sandra Newman was spotted by PH on FB and wrote, in reply to a message 
“Yes that's me. 2 years below you in St Hilary House. I remember Kathy 

Howard but not Sue Markham. Contemporary also with St Hilary girls 
Angie Charles, Sue Hayllar, Rachel Beckley, Elaine Southern. I am still 

in touch with Angie and Sue although I rarely see them nowadays. 
I came to Australia in 1984 on a 2 year exchange with Price Waterhouse and 

never went home. Sad to see the demise of the old school though I can't say 
they were the happiest years of my life – I hated boarding! 
 

Elizabeth  (Scatliff) Putnam   and  Jean (Scatliff)  Weston  were  at  St  
Mark's  in  the  afternoon  and  were  very  sorry  not to be able  to  attend  

the  other activities around the Reunion. Anne (Weston) Clarkson Webb,  
Jean’s  daughter,  was  so  disappointed that  she  couldn't  make  it. 
 

Below are two final images to show those who were there, and those 

who were not, the choir rehearsing…and the crowds gathering! 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Until next time. 
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Obituaries 

 

 
Caroline Woodhead 

Sarah (Eadie) Hadfield emailed us with the very sad news of the sudden 

death of Caroline Woodhead (Woody) on December 13th. Woody was 61. 
At the funeral Sarah met Jane (Swann) White and Sue Cullen. All four 

were at SMH from 1961 -1967.  
 

Sue Cullen wrote, of Woody: "I went to Caroline's funeral in London, and 

spoke to 2 other contemporaries - Sarah Eadie, and Jane Swann. Caroline is 
survived by her partner Olivia.  Life becomes more precious as it becomes 

more uncertain. I hope to keep in touch with Sarah and Jane, last seen at 
Caroline and Olivia's wedding a few years ago.   
 

Alice (Kimpton) Halliday wrote "It is very sad to learn of Woody's death. I 
think we must have all been at SMH at the same time.  I used to catch the 

bus in from Brighton station having taken the train from Hassocks which I 
did for some years until I became a weekly boarder in Hilary House with 

Miss Barr. I was friendly with Alex Gebbie and Ursula Penny and Julia 

Pargeter, Carol Parker, Sue Mileham and Jane Ogden, whose father 
tragically died in a sailing accident." 
 

Vivienne (Goff) Lagraulet (SMH 1962 - 1967) commented "I was very sad 
to hear of Woody's sudden death. I always remembered her from my early 

days at SMH, she was a ring-leader in my first-form 1i back in 1962 and very 
mischievous, which I believe the teachers forgave her because she was also 

very clever! She was always making us laugh and was much loved by all. 
Although I left the school after my 'O' levels to go into the public sector, I 

never forgot her, and heard through the grapevine (Friends Reunited) of her 
successful career. As I married and live in France, it was difficult to keep up 

with old school friends, especially before the days of internet, but I still 
remember all the names and faces. Woody was always one of my favourite 

class mates, and a very popular member of Babington House too if my 
memory serves me right. I'm afraid I can't help with any more names or 

addresses, the only person I have remained in contact with constantly is 

Juliet (O'Hea) Rose, living in Derbyshire, mother of three and grandmother 
of two." 
 

Jeryl (Ruffett) Brinnen said "I was so sorry to read of the death of 
Caroline Woodhead. I was in the same year as Woody and I remember her 

with fondness. I remember too how she always managed to complete the 
Telegraph crossword in next to no time, whereas I always had gaps and a 

very chewed pencil to boot!! She was a lovely person and my prayers are 
with her family and friends at this sad and difficult time." 

Juliet (O'Hea) Rose remembered Woody as a bubbly and very bright girl 
boarding in Babington house. 

 

Jane (Cullen) Pugh 
Sue Cullen also let us know what her sister, Jane (Cullen) Pugh, (1960 - 

1965) died of cancer on 21 August 2012, leaving 2 lovely daughters. 
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Mary Hannah (Chalmers) Scully 
Rosemary (Scully) Heald wrote in early June to tell us that her mother, 

Mary died very peacefully in her excellent Care Home, Etheldred House, 
Histon, Cambridge on Friday 31st May 2013.  A Thanksgiving Service for her 

life was held in early July at Sawston Free Church. Aged 91, she was at 

peace in soul, mind and body. 
Rosemary wrote “Mum managed to retain a positive outlook through a 

life with its ups and downs, able to "Count her Blessings" and search out the 
positive. She had the gift of making and keeping good friends throughout her 

life. 
Mary attended SMH 1933 - 1939, starting at age 11. As her 

grandmother had insisted on educating her at home up to the age of eleven, 
SMH represented new opportunities for friendship and learning in which she 

revelled.  
Mary wrote of SMH "Many girls had parents working abroad as 

missionaries, Indian civil servants etc and in the services.  I loved it 
all, especially English, Art, History, cricket, tennis, and made life-long 

friends, and although they have all died, their daughters have 
maintained contact with cards and photos of their children. Hobbies - 

needlework, embroidery, tapestry, dressmaking, tailoring. *  

“My ambition was to become an occupational Therapist working in a 
hospital - at that time training was limited to London or Oxford, but 

my father said as the clouds of war were gathering, I could not go to 
either - (as they were) such targets, and dangerous places. 

“On September 3rd 1939 war with Germany was announced, I went 
as a probationary nurse to St Johns Convalescent Home for Children 

(Brighton) which received children evacuated from the London 
hospitals - at that time children were being sent all over the country 

to what were considered safe areas.  However, by Christmas the 
South Coast and Brighton in particular were considered unsafe due 

to the threat of invasion, so these poor children were all taken down 
to Devon.   

“The next six months I got the job of being Assistant Matron at the 
Brighton Girls' Orphanage - very interesting, 20 children between 14 

and 8 years - not all orphans by any means - but parents who could 

not cope, some were in prison, some ill, some heavy drinkers - 
during that time I learnt a lot. 

“In 1941 I joined the WAAF and served until 1946 (WAAF = Women's 
Auxiliary Air Force) and worked in RADAR**.  Very interesting and 

very secret, a completely new world.  Went on many courses, 
survived air-raids - spent 2 years in Nottingham, 3 in London, with 

my parents still surviving, despite the bombing all around them, in 
Brighton.” 

 
(*her CV shows she studied Design, Life, History of Art and Architecture, 

Illumination and Embroidery at Brighton college of Art between 1939 and 
1941) 

(** she was Filter Radar Plotter (overseas) based at HQ Fighter Command, 
Stanmore and monitored V2 bombs destined for England - so Top Secret that 

she didn't disclose this till about 5 years ago)  
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Mary had two daughters, who both attended SMH: 

Rosemary (Scully) Heald 1960 - 1967 and Caroline (Scully) Storey 
1964 - 1969  

She was delighted to have two Great Grandsons whom she was able to enjoy 
in her last two years. 

Mary was very sad to hear of the demise of SMH - she had attended 

SMH AGMs for as long as she could - and was delighted to hear about plans 
for the plaque and the special day on June 15th. 

 
Although not strictly obituaries, we remembered, during and after 

the Reunion, several friends taken from us far too young.  
 

Rosemary (Rosie) Hollom who left school in 1972 and died in her late 20s 

/ early 30s. Sue (Corringham) Medley was among those remembering her 
prowess – or at least her gritty determination – in goal for our Hilary House 

Lacrosse team. Jan (Launchbury)Johnson remembered her confirmation 
partner (at St George’s) Cathy Gygax who was taken from us by cancer 

only a few years later and Heidi Ruoss who died suddenly in her 4th year in 
January 1981.  

 
While we remember them, with tears, laughter and love,  

they are still alive in our hearts. 

 
 

 

 

Contacts (see also below): 
 

Sue Meek meeksmm@aol.com, Temporary Hon Secretary 

 
Penny Harrison secretary@smhassociation.org.uk 

Hon Editor SMHA Newsletter, Membership Secretary 
Apartment 5 Liber House  

Olympian Court  
York YO10 3UF 

 
Alice Rawdon-Mogg, a_rawdon_mogg@yahoo.co.uk 

(website) 
 

Emma Thomas, Social Media Editor, smhassociation@gmail.com 
(Facebook and Twitter) 

 
Diana Markham, Hon Treasurer treasurer@smhassociation.org.uk 

 

To benefit fully from your membership of SMHA be sure to register with 
Penny and use your log-on to view the full website. 

It is updated regularly and contains many articles and items of interest.  
www.smhassociation.org.uk  

 

mailto:meeksmm@aol.com
mailto:secretary@smhassociation.org.uk
mailto:a_rawdon_mogg@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:treasurer@smhassociation.org.uk
http://www.smhassociation.org.uk/
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FULL LIST OF COMMITTEE CONTACTS 

 

Sue Meek (Life President) meeksmm@aol.com 01273 697758 Assets / St Marks 

Olive Ridge (Chair) okridge@ntlworld.com 01273 502943 Assets / Youth engagement 

Sue Meek (Cttee Secretary) meeksmm@aol.com 01273 697758  

Penny Harrison (Secretary) secretary@smhassociation.org.uk 01904 415638 Apt 5 Liber House, Olympian Court,  
York YO10 3UF 

Diana Markham (Treasurer) diana.markham@btinternet.com   

Frances Barham grahambarham@btinternet.com   

Kathy Howard kathyxhoward@gmail.com  Hard copy contact / Phone contact 

Virginia James    Hard copy contact / Phone contact 

Robina Methven    

Jo Stubbs jo.stubbs@ntlworld.com  Archive coordination / Memorabilia Sales / 
Youth engagement 

Emma Thomas smhassociation@gmail.com  07525 627998 100 Club / Social Media /  
Youth engagement 

Charlotte Steventon csteventon20@hotmail.co.uk   Social Media / Youth engagement 
Vicky Riley Ant.and.vicky2@ntlworld.com   Social Media / Youth engagement 
Jo Grey jo.grey@amend.org.uk  Website / Youth engagement 
Sue Carnochan sueian@gmx.com  Archivist 

Vice Presidents    

Olwen Davies  olwen.davies@btinternet.com   

Clare Feaver     

Teresa Broadbent     

Pamela James     

 

 

 

SMHA Prayer  

 
 
O God, who art everywhere present, look down in Thy mercy on all those who have gone 
forth from this school. Grant that by the light of Thy divine inspiration and the gifts of 
Thy bountiful providence they may fulfil Thy purpose for them here on earth and may 
attain at length to that blessed home where they shall go no more out but serve and 
praise Thee continually in Thy temples; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    
      Amen 
 
 

mailto:smhassociation@gmail.com
mailto:csteventon20@hotmail.co.uk
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