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EDITORIAL

Surprising things happen when you attend a reunibat me, at the last reunion,
the biggest surprise was to find myself Joint HamprEditor of this Newsletter.

When pressure of work made it impossible for MadaMiorrison to continue, the
task fell to me. I'm sure all Association membet$ win me in thanking Melanie

for the invaluable work she has put in as Editardhe last two years.

I must thank former Editor Linda Kings (née Belgsf the help and support she
has given me in preparing this issue, and also YP&uardiner (née Buck) and
Frances Bearn (née Moojen), without whose assistéinis Newsletter would not
have reached you even now. My thanks go, alsall tsho have contributed news,
letters and reports for this edition. Your excefl@put has resulted in more pages
and | hope your enjoyment is correspondingly inseela

Reunions have brought other surprises too. I'veyay meeting again people |
hadn't seen for nearly forty years, renewing oldrfdships and making new ones.
It's been good to see the tremendous advance®inctmool, and (dare | say it), to
lay some old ghosts. But perhaps the biggest iserfpras been the activities on
offer, particularly Liz Fincham’s excellent creaiwriting seminars. These have
encouraged many former pupils to write about sclesinories and so many other
things. Some of this work, together with poems bpils, parents and staff, can be
seen in the school's Millennium Anthologijght Years The Association has
certainly been harbouring some hidden writing teleand | wonder what other
talents still lie latent, waiting to be exercised.

This year's May reunion, over the weekend of 13¥ay, is to be a very special
one, open to all former pupils and staff, whethenat they are currently members
of the Association. We are expecting a reallydaggthering, and | know a number
of former pupils will be travelling from overseasjbin us. If you are still in touch

with a former pupil or member of staff who isn’'t Association member, please let
us know, so that we can make sure that they, ga@ive an invitation for this great
weekend. | look forward to seeing youthkn!

Kim Cook (née Kimmins)

LETTER FROM MELANIE MORRISON

Having edited the SMHA Newsletter for only two ygalr very much regret that |
have had to relinquish my Honorary Editorship. Tggazine’'s compilation falls
at one of my busiest times of the year at work, lamave found that, unfortunately,
the two do not mix! | have greatly enjoyed recagvnews of Old Girls known and
unknown, and would like to take this opportunity tteank you all for your
contributions. | wish Kim Cook the best of luck stse takes over the mantle of
Honorary Editor.
Melanie Morrison
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HEADMISTRESS’'S LETTER

Dear Friends,

We began the Autumn Term in buoyant mood, encodrabg excellent
examination results at both GCSE and A level - afidr twelve weeks of hard
work and play, the term ended in a veritable whirtivof activities! The Senior
Christmas Concert was a most joyous occasion whitlwto begin the festive
season. The Christmas story was beautifully retedaby the Nursery in their
lively performance of It's a Baby. This was followed by the delightful and
moving presentation oBells over Bethlehenby the children of Gloucester House.
In the last week, there were two Carol Services:lliotE House children
accompanied choirs and congregational carols orida vange of stringed, wind
and percussion instruments; and on the final dagran the candlelit Senior Carol
Service was, as always, a memorable way to contchelterm.

There have been many highlights this term. TheeAtifaunch of the St Mary’s
Hall poetry anthology, Light Year§ was a particularly outstanding occasion,
marking as it did the culmination of two years oéative writing inspired by our
head of English, Mrs Liz Fincham, herself a puldi$ipoet. | was so grateful to the
members of SMHA who were able to attend and padtei in the launch. The
anthology is a marvellous document recording thtsjgtfears, memories,
aspirations and concerns at the end of the millanni It will be treasured by all
who read it, but especially by the poets (young alddl featured in its pages, who
are delighted to see their efforts in print.

Another memorable occasion was the ‘Swim to Franoe'which the Houses
competed to complete the distance in our own poot the Channel!) in aid of
charities which are supported by each House: QGdresearch, RNIB, Leukaemia
Research and the Royal Alexandra Hospital for &tildren. Miss Whittaker,
head of PE, organised the event superbly, and iws, ¢ errie Trembling and
Simin Kiani-Lirhani, surpassed their wildest exitins by swimming 400 lengths
each - which is five miles! Chichester House wha prize for completing the
distance in the shortest time, and Year 7 compstikere awarded the prize for the
year group which completed the greatest numbeerafths. Their total was 22,560
metres. We are still counting the sponsorship mobet we are optimistic that we
will be able to send handsome cheques to our chofsamities.

We were sorry to bid farewell to the congregatib®bGeorge’s Church, which has
been in exile in St Mark’s Chapel while St Georga'gpt was being converted into
a community centre. The clergy and congregatidabcated their return to their
own church with a special service in the presericéhe Bishop of Chichester on
All Saints’ Day. We are pleased that the link whGeorge’s will continue, since
our boarders attend Sunday services there, anefatidrew and Father Colin are
our School Chaplains. We also hope to set up araority service programme to
involve Sixth Form girls in the work of the new ten On their departure the
church wardens of St George’s presented SMH witeiaerous cheque which,
combined with funds raised by the PSA, will pureghasmuch needed new carpet
for the Chapel. In 1999, we were pleased to welcourdirst Gap year student as a
House Assistant in St Hilary. Nichola Chapple fr6outh
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Africa, was a most valued addition and greatly epjated by the boarders. We
have just welcomed her successor, Margot Carrythdrs joins us from Tasmania.
Mrs Hazel Hawtin has taken over as Head of Gloecebtouse and led the
department through a very successful Ofsted Ingpeetquite an ordeal in her first
term! Mr Adrian Sefton has been appointed as tafathe Design Technology
department, and Mr Neil Lockwood is teacher in gkasf Economics.

We all congratulate Jo Podd upon her marriage mathan Stubbs. The wedding
took place in St Mark’s Chapel in the Christmasidas and was a real SMH
celebration! It is not often that we have a memtiestaff, old girl and SMHA
committee member getting married! The Elliott chaiere spell-bound on the
arrival of the bride, and it was a wonderfully hgmzcasion for us all. We wish Jo
every happiness in her married life.

On a sadder note, | should like to pay tributerie of my predecessors, Miss Doris
Conrady, Headmistress of SMH from 1950 to 1965, wienl peacefully on the
morning of 8 February 1999 at Westerleigh Nursingmd in Seaford, aged 94.
Several members of staff, Governors and SMHA atidnithe Requiem Mass to
commemorate her life. Miss Conrady never visiteel Hall in my time, but she
appreciated being kept in touch with School evemtsyhich she was invited right
up to the end of her life. Miss Conrady took omerHeadmistress at a time when
the Hall was re-establishing itself after the clesduring the war. These must have
been challenging years, and in the Inspection teporl962 the Hall was
congratulated on its recovery, commenting thatist‘fclass staff had achieved
wonders’. The School History reports ‘St Mary'slHzontrived to do well under
the guidance of a first-class Headmistress, itsitegwn stood high and excellent
results were being achieved’. Miss Conrady’s @itrsn the stairs serves to remind
us of a remarkable and dedicated teacher whoseilmaian to the Hall we
remember with gratitude.

And so, here we are in the second millennium aedhhd century for SMH! Very

different challenges lie ahead of us, and at thikwtaare striving to build upon the
very best of the past, whilst adapting and respupdb the demands of an
unpredictable future and a rapidly changing wolitkciting times, indeed!

I do hope many of you will be able to join us atli3Mand School events in 2000,
and in particular at the Grand Reunion on 13 and/i2¢. We so enjoy your visits
and reminiscences, so do keep in touch!

| should like to conclude my letter with lines fraammillennium prayer written by
Sarah Johnson in Year 9.

So many things have happened since the year dfardr

Ideas have been created, things have been invented

And many people’s lives have been changed fob#teer.

I hope everyone will be able to celebrate the nellennium.

Please let the year 2000 be good for everyone,

And let world debts be cancelled

To give the poor and the wretched something tetrate. Amen.
I send you warmest wishes from us all at SMH, ardaok forward to seeing you.

Sue Meek
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HEAD GIRL'S REPORT

We've had a suitably active year with which to ¢nel Millennium, building on our
previous sporting, musical and theatrical and ftaigding achievements.

The beginning of my year in office coincided with excellent musical workshop
led by Andrew Carter, enjoyed by both the schoal tire local community. More
recently, the Chamber Choir took part in a joinh@ert which celebrated youthful
musical talent in Brighton and Hove in a very etai®ing manner.

For the first time, Year 8 took part in a weekentivity camp which was fun, and a
rather soggy experience for all involved!

To mark the solar eclipse, Mrs Lewis gave a vetgrasting presentation to both
parents and pupils. This helped us appreciatedahgal wonder of the event.

This year's school playivat, Vivat Reging!by Robert Bolt, was a huge success.
The costumes, scenery and unbeatable performanceablebcast amalgamated
together perfectly to produce some top class eitenent.

We looked forward to the launch of our millenniumepry anthologylight Years
This combined effort from so many pupils (both pa®d present), their parents and
members of staff, should prove to be a rewardirdyentertaining memento for the
millennium.

We've had many fund-raising activities this yeahmong some of the most
memorable was the sponsored silence by Rebeccardsgin aid of Leukaemia
Research, and the enthusiastic response from Y&ah@&lp the children of Kosovo
by providing us with several deliciously temptingke sales! Once again the
Harvest Festival generated many gifts which hameesbeen donated to St Patrick’s
night shelter and the Brighton Soup Run.

We also enjoyed the challenging ‘Swim to Francehpaign to raise money for the
swimming pool and the different House charities.IsoA next term the Dance
Competition, organised by Babington House, will &mother chance for us to
display the varied and cultural talents preserdughout the school.

Such success is very encouraging, and | am surasha school we will further our
achievements in these fields and many more, duh@gtart of the new millennium.

Alice Rawdon-Mogg Head Girl, 1999-2000
WORK EXPERIENCE WEEK

In June 2000, SMH is running a Work Experience Wieekvear 11 and Year 12
students. This will be an annual event. If any enof SMHA can offer a work
experience placement, either for this year, ohanfuture, please contact Mrs Judy
Hollands, Careers Co-ordinator at SMH.



LETTER FROM OLIVE LESLIE

Dear SMHA Members

Over the past year | have been collecting inforomator the magazine, intending to
write to you from South Africa. On the day aftamr arrival we were evacuated

overnight because of mountain fires. The hospjtalf those who rescued us was
just one example of the bravery and care of thasgttt up in the fires. Although

the house we were in survived, five houses neadrg @estroyed. In the confusion
my notes were mislaid, so this must be a diffelettér from the one | had intended
to send.

It always gives me great pleasure to have newsof gnd | am fascinated to hear
of the strange new careers on which some of yoe lesnbarked where even the
vocabulary is alien to me. Many of you are follogithe SMH tradition of caring
for others through voluntary work in your sparedinBalutations to you all!

This year for the first time | managed to get te tAarden Party, where | found
myself in the company of two other former headsl ahMrs Meek. That was a
memorable day. Then | went back again for the mmtiBupper. How lovely it

would be if more of you would make a special efforcome to the reunions in this
millennium year!

Best wishes, and may God bless you all.
Olive Leslie (Headmistress, 1973-1981)

LETTER FROM PAMELA JAMES

Dear Friends

I am writing this letter in December and have bpenileged to attend - and enjoy
immensely, the end-of-term events at the Schodle [&st of these, the end of the
final day of term, was the Senior School Carol ®exv It is, as many of you will
know, held in the School Chapel of St Mark, by dahght. At its conclusion, the
whole congregation - Governors, pupils, staff, pggend friends - pours out of the
church doors on the crest of the reminder we haperénced, in word and song,
of the wonderful Christmas message. Last-minutels;ahugs and greetings are
exchanged, and the Christmas holidays have reafjyrin

Mr Anthony Elliott, retired Chairman of the Goversand direct descendant of the
School’'s Founder, Henry Venn Elliott, who was at fBarol Service, asked me
whether it had changed much since | joined the Scho

6



Thinking back, | remembered that at that time theas a service of Nine Lessons
and Carols. My only direct involvement then, aschef English, was to rehearse
the readers. They read in order of age, the yairfgst, and | always thought how
unfair it seemed that the youngest reader (an elgegar-old) always had to read
the lesson from Genesis - by far the most difficudtt that time the service took
place at St George's, the whole school walkingehercrocodile fashion.

Nowadays the School has its own Chapel. Therenarbnger nine lessons. In
addition to the scriptures, poems tell the Christsimry. There is now an Advent
ring, the lighting of whose candles adds to theystoo, in its special way, and the
Chapel is lit by candles, by whose warm glow weshgr. But the carols and Bible
readings are traditional, the message is the saBlution, not revolution’, said
Mr Elliott. His words summed up my feeling that de always need to be moving
forward, but at the same time to retain and hola evhat is good about the past, to
provide the strong roots by which the future mwesahchored.

It is with those sentiments in mind, appropriateegufor all we who are linked
together by our connection with a school whose diation goes back to 1836, that
I wish you all a Very Happy Millennium (thougtot, as | was wished in a card
from the United States, ‘a very happy millenniund amany, many more’!).

With affection and every best wish to you all.
Pamela JamegHeadmistress 1992-97)

Minutes of the 82 Annual General Meeting of the SMHA, held at St. May’s
Hall on Saturday September 18 1999.
Present Mrs Susan Meek (Chairman), Frances Bearn (Mopj¢ajerie Boyes,
Penny Gardiner (Buck), Pamela James, Margaret PdgnPodd, Alice Rawdon-
Mogg and Anne Stapleton (Gosnell) (all committeenters); Sheila Allison
(Humphrys), Laura Bristol, Anne Commin (Leviseulim Cook (Kimmins),
Moyra Corscaden, Margaret Ellis, Diana Gosnell (k9o Angelica Meletiou,
Melanie Samuel (Grove).
Prayers: The meeting opened with prayers for Miss Conradigs McCormack,
Susan Bannister and Brigadier Dame Jean Rivettéadllof whom had died since
the last meeting.
Apologies for absenceA list of apologies follows:-
Names are listed in alphabetical order of namesvibigh people were known at
school, with school dates, where known. Former bemof staff are indicated *.
Paula Ashley(Mrs Atkins); Mary Ayling (Mrs Gibbs), 1953-62;Elizabeth Baker (Mrs
Caudle), 1950-64;Penny Barnes 1957-61; Margaret Barrett (Mrs Hughes), 1954-59;
M Bastable, 1983-88Christine Bean (Mrs Edmondson), 1952-59Katrina Beck, 1988-
90; Linda Belasco(Mrs Kings), 1955-63;Ruth Belson(Mrs Witham), 1978-82;



Eleanor Birks (Mrs Gaunt), 1926-31;Rosemary Boorne(Mrs Gillies), 1959-66; Ruth
Bradbrooke (Mrs Wiffen), 1952-57;Sally Buck (Mrs Watts), 1974-83;Jane Burditt (Mrs
Byrne), 1966-74; Louisa Canavan 1986-95; Mary Chalmers (Mrs Scully), 1933-39;
Beth Channing, 1962-85*; Barbara Cole, 1988-95; Katherine Cole, 1986-91; Sarah
Cole, 1984-91; Jennifer Cornewall-Walker, 1953-62; H Crockett, 1989-94; Vanessa
Cuddeford, 1988-96; Mary Cunliffe (Mrs Cole), 1950-59Dr Caroline Currer , 1960-67;
Vanessa CusackMrs Stuart), 1962-68;Abigail Delow, 1990-97; Joan Edwards (Mrs
Edwards), 1947-51Claire Feaver, Mary Fosh (Mrs Randall), 1947-51ulia Franckeiss
(Mrs Clayson), 1948-52;Joanna French(Mrs Grey), 1983-88;Liz Gartside, 1965-72;
Heather Goddard, 1987-97; Joyce Gosney1929-35; Aletha Gunnery (Sister Ruth), pre-
1918; Miss Lois Hall, 1992-97; Susan Harris (Mrs Roller), 1975-82; Heather Heald
(Mrs Johnson), 1948-57;Barbara Hunt (Mrs Millbourn), 1930-36; Roxy Hunt (Mrs
Waddell), 1966-70;Pamela Hyams 1947-51; Janine Launchbury (Mrs Johnson), 1976-
84; Katrina Lewis, 1981-89; Margaret Lloyd, 1921-30; Rachael McClaughry, (Mrs
Gregson), 1974-79;Mary McEwan (Mrs Hayhurst), 1968-79* Fiona McWalter (Mrs
Carter), 1947-57; K H Marshall (Mrs Lacey), 1934-39;Lisa Martin (Mrs Andrews),
1975-82; A L Miller , 1974-77*, Melanie Morrison, 1976-84; P A O'Connor (Mrs
Bostel), 1959-64; C H Oliver, 1918-27; Morny Pike (Mrs Pritchett), 1954-59;Mary
Rand (Mrs Abbis), 1960-62; Mary Reeson (Mrs Clements), 1932-40;Dame Mildred
Riddelsdell, 1924-32; Jenny Riley (Mrs Wray), 1951-63; Helen Roberts 1988-95;
Katherine Ross 1993-97; Elizabeth Ryan (Mrs Herdon), 1928-32;Jean Scatliff (Mrs
Weston), 1950-57;Marilyn Shelley (Mrs Fergusson), 1954-64Jenny Sheppard 1979-
86; Christine Simmons (Mrs Hearne), 1975-81; Naomi Slater, 1986-93; Alma
Smallpiece (Mrs Fosbery), 1922-25; Gloria Smart, 1953-60; Judith Spaven (Mrs
Davies), 1955-64; Juliette Stebbing (Mrs Littlewood), 1924-31; Jean Strike (Mrs
Witherick), 1948-53; Dorothy Stranack (Mrs Cook), 1949-57;Bridget Sudworth, 1960-
63; Lucy Telford, 1991-96; Mary Theobald (Mrs Pashley), 1952-62Megan Warner,
1955-61; Katherine White, 1968-71; Christine Yates, 1957-64; J Yates 1970-75;
Pamela Young 1931-39.

Minutes: The minutes of the last meeting, printed in the 9 9&wsletter, were
taken as read but not signed.

Matters arising: Several letters were read out covering aspech dith in other
parts of these minutes. Margaret Payne gave a Esfrthe Motto discussions,
following the item in the 1999 Newsletter. (see gmd3-14£d)

Chairman’s Report: The Chairman gave her report. Exam results wecellent,
various rooms in the main school were being refimbd, houses rewired and
general security updated. Special courses for xigsknd overseas students had
been started, and desks phased out. John Ruttdrenliolding a workshop in the
chapel; St George’s returns to their own renovatadch in November, after two
years of sharing St Mark’s. Mrs Meek thanks eveeyfur their support and loyalty.
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Hon Treasurer’s report: Frances Bearn (Moojen) presented the followinmpre
“This year’s report is not dissimilar to last yesrin that the accounts are quite
healthy. We managed to balance our budget quite and are in profit to the tune
of £500. However, as the accounts show, we raddlynot make much profit.
£1,300 was transferred to the Church Board of Eieddeposit Account, where we
are achieving a slightly better rate of intereantthat on offer from Barclays Bank.
New subscriptions for the summer just gone numieetE3080). | understand that
sixth form numbers are down this year, and that thay be the case for the next
few years. However, on the balance side, we canktPenny Gardiner for stirring
up the ‘undergrowth’, and finding quite a few oldrlg who left before the
automatic debiting system came into play. If tio®d work can be continued, with
everyone’s help we shall be able to maintain theustquo.

Last year’'s anticipated increase in postage cadtaat materialise. At present the
Newsletter package weighs approximately 779, aednixt second class postage
rate of 40p kicks in at 100g. However, as our loate is increasing, these costs
will rise marginally.

Revenue from the raffle held at each reunion hasiroged to increase. My thanks
go to Margaret Payne for being the main initiatod arganiser of the raffles, and
best wishes to Anne Stapleton and Diana Gosnell wiidoe running it at future
events. My thanks go also to Chris Elkins for sindithe accounts.”

Constitution: Amendments to the constitution were discussedrafetred to the
Committee to be presented to the next AGM.

[Editor's Note

It was felt that a number of changes were needduling the Constitution into line
with current practice, and to reflect more accuyatee current aims and policies of
the Association. The 1951 Constitution is printedull on pages 15 and 16. It
stipulates that notice of any proposed change dhoeilposted to members with the
notice of the forthcoming AGM.

Notice of the AGM is included on page 11 of thisveketter, and therefore the
following list of proposed changes (with new wagliin bold italics) complies
with this requirement.

Amendment to paragraph 1

add to the end ‘. . . to serve as a source of stippoth spiritual and practical, to
the Halland to former pupils and staff.’

Amendment to paragraph 4



delete whole paragraph and replace withach member shall pay a life
subscription, the amount of which shall be determined from time to time by the
Committee.’

Amendment to paragraph 7.4a

delete ‘Hon Secretaries of Home Counties and SuBsamches’, and replace with
‘Hon Secretary for Overseas Members'.

Amendment to paragraph 7.4c

delete ‘four other elected members’ and replach tsik other elected members'.
Amendment to paragraph 7.5

add ‘. . . member serve for a period of one year’.

Since the AGM, SMHA has received requests for mestiye from members of the
wider SMH community, for example Governors and exepts, who would
welcome the invitation to join SMHA. It is thus pased that the Constitution be
amended to provide for Associate Members alonddh@wving lines.

Paragraph 3

Add at the endIh addition, present and former Governors, parents of former
pupils, and others involved in SMH or SMHA but not eligible for full
membership, shall be eligible for Associate Membership, at the discretion of the
Committee'.

Paragraph 4

Add at the end ‘The amount of subscription, if aioy,Associate Members, shall be
determined from time to time by the Committee’.]

End of Editor's Note

Committee: Dame Mildred Riddelsdell has written resigning\4se Chairman.
Anne Commin (Leviseur), Kim Cook (Kimmins) and AnNelson (Finch) accepted
nominations to serve on the Committee, and in aidito the aforementioned
Committee members, were duly elected.

Any other business

Mailshot: Following the mailshot, 98 forms were returnedoylvh Corscaden and
Sue Meek came closest to guessing the correct nuaahe Moyra Corscaden was
presented with a bottle of wine from Leeford Vinelg Whatlington, donated by
proprietor Pam Sax (Cryer).

Marketing: Robin Bellerby has taken up a headmaster's podtluscat and is
succeeded by Maryam Kisray.

Future Events The Spring Reunion lunch will be on™81ay 2000 and the next
AGM and Supper will be on 16September 2000. The Garden Party will probably
be on ' July 2000.
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Year 2000 celebrations Penny Gardiner said that although the schoolnciae
was full, suggestions had been made for celebratiireg new century. These
included fireworks, a concert, a ball, a barbeciadks by Old Girls etc. In
consultation with Mrs Meek, it was decided that SMbkhould present the school
with a flagpole. Laura Bristol spoke of her schedbift Fund which enabled pupils
to take part in field trips and outings. It was et that SMHA would set up a
similar fund for current pupils. It was also agreted set up a fund to pay
membership fees for Old Girls in straightened cinstances. The first donations to
these funds were received.

Leadership: Alice Rawdon-Mogg spoke of a leadership course shd attended,
sponsored by the Rotary Club.

The meeting closed with a prayer.

Later, the following additional members attende@ tBupper, Jane Wharton
(Alsop), Veronica Smith (Alsop), Nadia Behdad, Aetobis, Sonia (Sunny)
Warner, Olive Leslie, Anne Nelson (Finch), Mr andshMack Liddell.

2000 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Committee of the St Mary’s Hall Associationdigyr gives notice that the next
Annual General Meeting of the Association will belchat the School on Saturday
16 September 2000, at 4 pm.

Light Years

The thoughts of Sheila Allison (née Humphrys) oa #thool motto (following
page) come from the SMH Millennium Anthologijght Years published in
December 1999.

As the compiler, Liz Fincham, says in the prefagethte book, ‘It reflects very
clearly the concerns of our school community, glabal individual, universal and
personal’.  Current pupils write of school eventhe plight of refugees,
environmental issues, the eclipse, and everydapgshithey enjoy. Staff,
Governors, parents, and of course old girls, hawaributed their thoughts and
concerns too - thoughts of the past, enjoymenthef fresent, concerns for the
future. In the pages of this book there is joy anduish, fear and hope, fun and
peace. Association members, of which ever generatisill find much to admire
and much to identify with.

The first edition has virtually sold out. Justeafcopies remain, at £6.00, plus
£1.95 postage and packing. If you'd like a codgape send a cheque for £7.95,
payable to SMH, to St Mary’s Hall, Eastern RoadgBton, E Sussex BN2 5JF.
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BEFORE HONOR, HUMILITY
How do | feel about the school motto?
To tell the truth

| never took much

notice of it at school,

it was never a guiding light for me,
but | did absorb its meaning

in some fundamental way.

Humility may be seen by some

as old-fashioned, unsuitable,

and out of step with 1999.

However, if you translate

from 1904 to 1999,

the sentiment is still real, living,

and should be one of the first concepts
of any teaching environment.

Humility is not about being humble

or bending a knee,

it is about being modest

and recognising your own faults,
shortcomings and strengths

in order to become a person able to accept
Honours with honour

and eventually

to be able to return those gains

to the community from which they sprang.

Sheila Allison (née Humphrys) SMH 1936-40

SMHA DATABASE
A database of names and addresses of former mmlistaff, whether or not they
are currently members of SMHA, is being maintaibgdVvirs Penny Gardiner (née
Buck). This database is far from being compleléany details are missing, and
many addresses are no longer current. Any infoomahat will help to maintain
and update the database will be gratefully recelgdPenny at Handsel Farm,
Staplecross, E Sussex TN32 5SH, or via e-malil to
<<101473.234@compuserve.com>>. Enquiries aboundorpupils and staff
should be addressed to the Hon Secretary, Mrs EsaBearn at 34 Fitzjohns Road,
Lewes, E Sussex BN7 1PS. Postal enquiries shaiitbompanied by a stamped,
self-addressed envelope, please.
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BEFORE HONOR HUMILITY

The use and suitability of the School Motto

Following comments made at the 1998 AGM, it was deled to have a
discussion on the subject of the motto at the May9P9 Reunion. The meeting
was chaired by Miss Payne, who prepared this report

Mrs Jean Roberts SMH’s honorary archivist, noted that the earlie$érences she
had found to a School Motto were in 1902 and 1208, at that time the motto was
rather more long-winded.

Aim high, and always try once oftener than you fai

The origin of ‘before honor is humility’ is in twBiblical references in the book of
Proverbs.

The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdobefore honour is  humility.
Proverbs, Chapter 15, verse 33.

Before destruction the heart of man is haughty lagftbre honour is  humility.
Proverbs, Chapter 18, verse 12.

I must confess | thought Henry Venn Elliott a grefaident of the Bible and that our
Founder must have suggested this motto, but thisolaiously not the case, as the
first reference Jean Roberts could find to it wasl904. Despite the fact that it
carried the note ‘Our Founder's motto for the Sdhob must have been the
proposal either of the then Headmistress, MissePottr perhaps of the Chairman
of the Governors. No reference to this motto app@aBateman’s biography of H
V Elliott.

Over the years, notably in the 1930s and in 198d,motto has changed slightly,
with variants of the spelling honor/honour, and ith@usion of the word ‘is’ before
humility.

I know many Old Girls have expressed concern thigt hotto has been omitted
from the new school logo. Many of those preserthiatdiscussion wanteBefore
Honor Humility included wherever possible. However, many of¢hourrently
involved with the school thought it was importantrhake the change to facilitate
the increased marketing of the school abroad.

Mrs Meek explained fully that the motto had not been drabpempletely, but that
when used in small publicity material it had ngin@uced successfully . She was
very ready to listen to suggestions.
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When views were asked for from Old Girls and formmembers of staff, there was
a strong feeling that the Motto should be in a pnemt place in the school, and
that it should be explained fully, perhaps at Adsigm

Kim Cook (1954-60) has produced an excellent account irchwbhe points out
that:

. . . the concept of humility has nothing whateteedo either with Uriah
Heep or with doormats. Rather, humility is abadagnising that God is
greater than we are, and acknowledging our debtito for all that we
have and all that we are. Assertiveness and ambdtie both fine in that
context. In fact, it is quite clear that God waatxh of His children to
achieve his or her full potential, and to use wishe gifts and talents He
has given. So | see no difficulty in retaining thetto in the light of the
school’s aims to turn out young women who can Haif#ling roles both
in the home and in their working lives. . . . Wimimportant is that it has
been a valuable guideline for staff and pupils doileast 95 years and,
properly understood, still has relevance and vglididay.

Other suggestions for use of the motto includedrparating it on the cover of the
School Magazine, retaining it on the Associatiomasletter, and perhaps including
it on the badges presented to all the Sixth Form.

Alice Rawdon-Mogg the present Head Girl, was also in favour ofrtiwato being
promoted in the school. She felt that the trueceph of humility involves a
combination of consideration for others, rectituded perseverance. However,
there were those who felt that a lack of understanaf the true concept of
humility was a distinct drawback. There was, g awareness that not all pupils
come from Christian backgrounds, and that in sombiumes humility has a
negative image.

Unfortunately, time for discussion was very limitgat perhaps there can be a
fuller discussion on another occasion.

After the meeting | found an interesting passagé/iiss MeadesHistory of SMH,
1836-1956 This extract from an address made by Henry \Mihiatt on 1 August
1859 to the staff, pupils and friends suggestsdhat-ounder would certainly have
approved of the current motto.

Have true unity. Humility and love are necessaryptoduce it. Pray for

me. St Paul asks the prayers of his youngest ctayard | will ask yours.

Pray for your Superintendent; pray for the Goveses. Remember that
without the blessing of God on their teachingsitabour in vain; you learn

everything in vain if God is not with you, to bldssth those who teach and
those who learn.

Miss Margaret Payne
14



SMHA (1951) CONSTITUTION

New Constitution as proposed by the Constitutioo Stommittee chaired by Mildred
Riddlesdell, amended and approved at the AnnuakfaéMeeting held on Saturday April
14th 1951 at the YWCA, Great Russell Street, Londanl, chaired by Miss Conrady.

Objects

1. The objects of the Association shall be to link ®lapils of the Hall together and
to serve as a source of support, both spiritualpxadtical, to the Hall.

Patrons

2. People who have given distinguished service tdHalé may be invited to become
patrons of the Association.

Membership

3. All Old Girls and all past teaching staff of the IHahall be eligible for

membership. Present teaching staff and membetedfitth form shall be invited

to attend Annual General Meetings without beconmragnbers of the Association,

but shall not be entitled to vote.

Subscription

4. From F'January 1952, each member shall pay an annuatrijptizn of at
least 5/- or a life membership subscription of @&st £3 except that
existing members at that date may have the opfi@momtinuing to pay an
annual subscription of 4/-. The name of any men{pbet being a Life

Member) who fails to pay her subscription for twamsecutive years shall

be removed from the membership list. After fortyasse continuous

membership a member may apply for Hon Life Membprsh
General Meetings
5. Q) There shall be an Annual General MeetinthefAssociation.

(2) The Chairman shall call such Extraordinary Genktaétings as may be
necessary. The Chairman must call an ExtraordiGaryeral Meeting if
at least twenty members of the Association askrheriting to do so.

Notices of Meetings
6. The date of the Annual General Meeting shall bediprovisionally at the
preceding Annual General Meeting and items forAgenda shall be sent to the

Secretary at least six weeks before the date saspoally fixed. The Secretary

shall send members firm notice of the time and ela€ the Annual General

Meeting at least one month beforehand, and thedagehthe meeting shall be

circulated with this notice. The Secretary shafidsenembers notice of the time

and place of an Extraordinary General Meeting aly @s possible and at least a

week before the date when it is to be held. Notifethe Agenda of an

Extraordinary General Meeting shall be given whbk hotice of the meeting and

no other business shall be transacted at such éngee

Note: Proposed amendments to the constitutiormsmoted in this Newsletter, on pages
and 10, publication of which is in accordance wWRtiragraph 9 above. The formal notice of
the 2000 AGM is on page 11.
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Management
7. )

@)
®)

(4)

(®)
(6)

()

8)
9)

Balance Sheet

The Headmistress shall be the Chairman aesident of the
Association.

An Old Girl may be elected to fill the office of 88 Chairman and Vice
President of the Association.
The other officers of the Association shall be:-

(@ An Honorary Secretary (elected)

(b) An Honorary Treasurer (elected)

(c) An Honorary Secretary of the Home Counties Bramdbcfed)
(d) An Honorary Secretary of the Sussex Branch (elgcted

(e) An Honorary Editor of the News Letter (elected)

4] Such Honorary Vice Presidents as the Association ma

appoint, including all ex Headmistresses.
The Association shall be managed by a Committeetwstiall consist
of:-

(@ The Chairman, Vice Chairman, Vice Presidents, Hon.

Secretary, Hon. Treasurer, Hon. Editor of the Neatser, and

the Hon. Secretaries of the Home Counties and Susse

Branches.
(b) All Old Girls who are Governors of the School.
(c) Four other elected members.

The committee may co-opt two other members.

The Officers shall be elected for a period of afiof three years and
shall be eligible for re-election. Other elected nMers of the
Committee shall serve for a term of two (three fi@fMay 1979) years.
They may be elected for a second term, but aftevirge for two
consecutive terms they shall be ineligible for mership of the
Committee for two years.

Elections of officers and Committee Members shallet place at the
Annual General Meeting. Vacancies occurring betw&enual General
Meetings maybe filled temporarily by co-option, etkacancies being
filled by election at the Annual General Meeting.

The Committee shall meet at least once a year. dileeum shall be
seven.

The Committee may appoint sub-Committees. The @fzair Treasurer
and Secretary shall be ex-officio members of atl-©@@mmittees. In the
event of the Chairman not wishing to serve as @feair of a sub-
Committee the sub-Committee shall appoint its ovai@nan.

8. The balance sheet shall be presented to the Ai@rragral Meeting. The accounts shall

be audited.

Amendments

9. Proposed amendments to the Constitution shall beisied to a General Meeting of
the Association and shall be adopted if two thofithe members present vote for them.
Notice of any proposed amendment shall be sentembars with the notice of the
General Meeting (see paragraph 6)
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SMHA GRAND REUNION 13-14 MAY 2000

This year our Spring reunion is to be a special-dag event. It is open to all
former pupils, former staff, Governors, and othatso are part of the school
community, whether or not they are members of th&sogiation, including
spouses/partners and families.

The Reunion Lunch at 12.30pm on Saturday' May will be preceded and
succeeded by lots of “meeting up time” startind &45am in the Drawing Room.
It is also hoped to stage a display of photograglschool people and events, with
the opportunity to identify yourself and your fréin the photos.

Reunion Lunch Cost £5.00 (SMHA £3.50) Raffle psigeatefully accepted.

After lunch there will be tours of the school andtidties organised by the
boarders, tea at 3.30pm will be followed by tourthe boarding houses (including
Babington, courtesy of some of the owners of thesisg privately-owned homes
into which 2/3 Chichester Terrace was divided i67)9

From 7.30pm we are invited to travel Back to théuFai with the St Mary’s Hall
Parent School Association in the driving seat. Biies'nostalgic” and families are
invited. Food, Music, Dancing, jugglers, etc, alt the modest cost of £10 per head
(£2.50 for students and accompanied children). dduryour wardrobe for those
fashions of the 50s, 60s, and 70s and join indhe f

For those who wish, the Association can arrangermgylet stays either with

members of the PSA (E20 per head) or in local bdigdriable) Please advise
accommodation requirements as soon as possible i$hthe weekend of the
Brighton Festival Street Festival and there witeatly be many extra visitors in the
town and consequent pressure on hotel rooms.

On Sunday morning we are invited to a special Comanative Service at St
Marks followed, we hope, by the dedication of thidldvinium Gift flagpole.

Mrs Leslie (left), Miss Bristol (centre) and Misaye (right) were all in good form
at the September reunion supper




NEWS

Please note that news has been divided into theetosis - visits from overseas,
news of pre-war pupils and staff, and news of treis8MH after 1945. In each
section, news has been collated in alphabeticaéood names by which the people
concerned were known at school, with current sumambrackets. This has been
done at the request of many readers, in order t&erigeasier to find information
about old friends.

Visits from old girls living overseas continue te b regular part of school life, and
an excellent means of the Association catching ugh Wost' contacts. In
December 199&illian Kingham (Mrs Lewis) and her daughter Jennie called in at
SMH while on a visit from their home in WellingtoNew Zealand. Gillian (1953-
59) and Jennie also visitddiargaret Payne, and Margaret recalls that ‘Jennie was
very amused at some of our recollections!’. Gillieas now joined SMHA.

When Shirley Read-Jahn(1950s) called in during the late summer, she waa o
trip from her home in San Francisco, where shaisxaofficio director of the San
Francisco Jazz Festival. Shirley extended anatieit for musicians from SMH to
visit the festival this year. Shirley will be reting to the UK for the Grand
Reunion in May, meeting up with her sisteam (Mrs Bailey) who is travelling
from Sydney, Australia.

Barbara (Babs) Stewart(Ms Woolf) visited SMH in June while meeting upthwi
cousins in the UK, but sadly, shortly after Barbagtrned to Australia, her mother
died. While in Brighton, Barbara (1950s) had dseabjoyed being given a tour of
the school, which ‘brought back so many happy mé&sbof her time at SMH,
initially in Elliott House, and later in Babington.

In addition to those who were unable to attend ABM and sent apologies for
absence (qv), many more have sent in news.

Memories of SMH in pre-war years are recalled Ioyiaber of old girls.

Eleanor Birks (Mrs Gaunt), at SMH 1926-31, writes: ‘I belongtle generation
which wore liberty bodices, thick black and browtockings, gym tunics with
overalls on top, embroidered on the shoulders bgsaistant matron (poor soul),
and other horrors, but it didn't stop us enjoyiiig.1 Eleanor is still in contact with
Joan EasthamandHildegard Francis.

Margaret Broughton-Thompson (Mrs Mortimer) joined SMH in 1937 and left
when the school closed down in 1940. She recalls dne of her sisters took part
in the great Centenary Pageant in 1936, and waakess-stitch stool seat in blue
and gold, with the monogram of SMH in the centre] ¢he legend ‘1836-1936 -
Before Honour is Humility’ around the edgéDoes anyone know what became of
the stool? - Ed). Sheila Humphrys (Mrs Allison), (qv) a contemporary of
Margaret's, was at the September 1999 reunion.

Mary Chalmers (Mrs Scully)was delighted to be at the Spring 1999 reuniorr - he
first since 1984 - but was unable to come to theteSaber one, as she was waiting
to have an eye operation. Mary (1933-39) was saefti¢o learn of the death in
June ofPat McCormack, Art Mistress at SMH from 1938-40, at the age dbf(See
Obituaries). Mary’s daughté&osemary Scully(Mrs Heald) (qv) is also a member
of SMHA.
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Moyra Corscadenwas able to attend both the spring and autumrigesiin 1999,
and at the September reunion was nearest in gges&@mumber of returned forms.
Her prize was a bottle of wine, donatedRam Cryer of Leeford Vineyard.

Dorothy Emmet (1918-1923) dictated a lively and fascinatingdetfrom The
Hope Residential Care Home in Cambridge. Obviostlyin fine fettle, Dorothy
has just brought out what she says will be her bastk, Outward Forms, Inner
Springs published by Macmillan. Dorothy recalls that @am earlier book,
Philosophers and Friend@Macmillan 1996) she included a brief account agM
Ghey and her engaging gift of writing light verdeorothy adds: ‘For a number of
years we had an annual event of doings in an imaagivillage, Muddle on the
Marsh, in which Miss Ghey was Lady of the Manor,dyaFitzPelham de
Montague, and | was the village schoolmistressttigplay] the vicar always had
to be called away on urgent business elsewheri,vées not thought proper that
one of us should portray him on the stage.’

Hester Girdlestone (Mrs Oliver) is the middle, and only surviving, r@liestone
sister, and was at SMH from 1918 to 1927. Hestées, in a very clear hand, of
her sisters and their achievemen@harity (Mrs Robins), who gained a degree in
History, was for a time school secretary at SMHfter her marriage to a
clergyman, Charity lived first in Keighley and thanDevon, and is survived by
two daughters. Angela, the youngest of the three sisters, won a goldamed
Nurse of the Year at the General Hospital, Birmamghwhere she traineddester
herself gained diplomas in Music and Theology, aadght in schools in the
dioceses of Chester and Birmingham. She has ghtlay now in Canada, and
three surviving sons, one of whom is Headmastea ebmprehensive school in
Leighton Buzzard, and one is the well-known comp&tephen Oliver.

Although Joyce Gosneynow 82, retired from teaching in 1977, she camgthwith
private coaching for many years. Since then she been busy with various
committees, meals on wheels, and church work, dkasebeing a keen bowls
player. Joyce (1929-35) is still in touch wilarbara Taylor (Mrs Barton) and
her sisterGay Taylor (Mrs Barton). Barbara, who ‘must be about 84’asvstill
farming in Nayland, Essex last year! Gay, whodivwe the wilds of Scotland, near
Ullapool, was widowed some years ago, but now hdaughter living nearby, and
between them they run a small-holding with a fewrats. Gay has a son who
works in the Antarctic from time to timg(The Taylors are obviously a very hardy
bunch! - Ed)

Congratulations té\letha Gunnery (Sister Ruth, CSD) who reached the grand age
of 100 on 25 November 1999! After leaving SMH inL89 Aletha went to Chelsea
College of Physical Education and later taught stteool in Lincoln. In 1927 she
went to St Denys, Warminster, Missionary Trainingll€ge, and after two years
joined the Anglican community at St Denys convéottést her vocation’. In 1932,
Aletha was professed as Sister Ruth. Six yeaes, ltie Community of St Denys
sent Sister Ruth to India, where she taught at 8wiool for Anglo-Indian girls at
Nankom in Chota Nagpur, and was in charge of aghémt small boys. During the
war, under the threat of Japanese invasion, theosebas evacuated to Allahabad,
and while there Sister Ruth was appointed Sister-in
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Charge. Later, the school passed into lay handb Sister Ruth worked at village
centres in Itki and Manoharpur, before returningetigland in 1947. Two years
later she was sent out to Transkei to take chafgenew community house there.
In 1957, Sister Ruth was elected Mother Superigst she held for twelve years.
After her retirement, Sister Ruth continued to helgerever she was needed, both
at the community house in Chiswick, London, andhi@ convent at Warminster.
She is now at Sarum College, Salisbury. Althougtte® Ruth can no longer read
much, Sister Frances Anne reads the magazine tametells us that Sister Ruth is
still very interested in her old school.

Sheila Humphrys (Mrs Allison) was delighted to be at the 1999 AGaid
reunion, with her daughtePenny Buck (Mrs Gardiner), (qv) who is now a
Governor of the School. Sheila’s contribution @ tmotto debate is printed on
page 12.

Barbara Hunt (Mrs Millbourn) appreciated the warm reminder fbe tSeptember
reunion, and was very sorry that she could nohdtteHowever, Barbara (1930-36)
plans to be at the Grand Reunion in May, adding ithes ‘an excellent way to
celebrate the Millennium for us all’. In anticipaui of the great welcome awaiting
everyone, Barbara hopes to persuade a contempolcrgirl to come with her
(Who will it be? We look forward to finding outhfay! - Ed)

Margaret Jones (Mrs McCall) had many pleasant surprises at the NMag9
Reunion Lunch, where she met many people she hadait since her last visit to
SMH in the 1960s. Margaret (1932-40) spent Chastrm Euschede, Holland,
with three generations of her family. The only oniesing was her elder son, John,
still working with Christian Aid in the Congo. Hawer, during a week of ‘rest and
recreation’, John was able to travel to Sringa,zbarma, to visit another SMH old
girl, Elizabeth Kennedy (Mrs Phillips).

Margaret Lloyd (1921-30) is now 87, and has also lost touch withst of her
contemporaries. After many years of working for £Nh their headquarters,
Margaret now lives in a CMS residential home in Biigige Wells, (appropriately
called Venn House!). Despite her years, Margaeiains fairly active and mobile,
and regularly plays the piano at evening devotiongenn House.

Sonia (Sunny) Mackay(Mrs Warner) made her first visit back to SMH foany
years when she attended the reunion in Septembdr tteoroughly enjoyed it.
Sonia left SMH in 1940.

K H Marshall (Mrs Lacey) (1934-39) was unfortunately away in t8epber, and
was unable to come to the AGM.

Mary Reeson(Mrs Clements) (1932-40) thinks the idea of a hitime reunion is
an excellent one, and in 1999 brought three ofdwetemporaries to the spring
reunion -Angela Wright (Mrs Waller), Jean Barker (Mrs McEwan) andAlyson
Nunn (Mrs Knight).

Elizabeth Ryan (Mrs Herdon), who was at SMH from 1928-32, is no6v &hd
finds travelling difficult, but does occasionallyamage to see her sisteatricia
Ryan (Mrs Storey) who lives in Topsham, Devon. Eliziberote that she hoped
‘one day to visit the Hall and bring my great gtataughter (aged 4) - wish | could
win a lottery and send her to the Halll’. That bdgor visit became a reality in
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December when Elizabeth was on a visit to Sussdxspent some time at SMH.
Elizabeth is still in touch wittElizabeth Moore, Katherine Seth (Mrs Ross-
Thomson) andDiana Harris (Mrs Bruton).

Although unable to attend the September AGM andiogy Alma Smallpiece
(Mrs Fosbery) was delighted to receive the prize¢heswinner of the draw for
returned forms. Alma (1922-25) is now in a Warrténsursing home which has a
large staff, so her box of biscuits was generosired round. Before moving into
the nursing home, Alma mellare Sangster (Mrs Milsted), another old girl of
SMH, whose father was Canon Sangster. Althougtblanto get around much,
Alma is still constantly reminded of SMH. Her cemtporaries includeMargaret
Lloyd andEileen Vaughan (Mrs Reekie). Alma is still in touch with Margare
and with Jean Reekie(Mrs Payne), who was at SMH from 1950-56. In aapth
coincidental meeting, Alma spoke to a visitor te thome who had come from
Brighton, and was amazed to find that the visitor only knew SMH, but had had
six cousins who were pupil¢Please, can anyone identify who this might be, an
who the six cousins are? - Ed)

Juliet Stebbing (Mrs Littlewood) also has memories of this erah@lgh she has
lost touch with her contemporaries. Juliet (1923-®&as the third member of her
family to attend SMH, and remembers her oldesesiMargaret Joy Stebbing
(now deceased), as being the best scholar. ‘I avdg good at hockey’, Juliet
recalls, and despite achieving five credits in G8i@n't gain her matriculation as
she failed to pass in Latin ‘in spite of speciafitutn with Miss Ghey’. Juliet visited
SMH in August, and records that her two daughterd grand-daughter, who
accompanied her on the visit, were much impressitd tlve school buildings.
Juliet and her husband live in Bradford on Avon.

‘Advancing age and infirmity’ preventedean Stuart (Mrs Baxter) from making
the 180-mile round trip from Thatcham to Brightam &ither of the 1999 reunions,
but she sent news of her two daught&lise Baxter andKate (qv), both also old
girls. Jean (1928-1936) very much enjoyed thenasisletter, with ‘lots of news of
my contemporaries’.

Moving on to pupils from more recent times,

Amoret Abis (1989-98) was among those who attended the reusupper in
September.

Libby Ager (Mrs Thompson) is separating from her husband. I&sebeen very
well supported by her friends, particularly thogseni SMH, and has recently
bought herself a house in Brighton.

Veronica Alsop (Mrs Smith) and her sistélane (Mrs Wharton) were both at the
September 1999 reunion. In July this year Veroi(ic@53-62) is hoping to take
early retirement from teaching and move to North@mmp where she and her
husband have a share in a canal boat. Their twghders are also teachers ‘despite
both their parents being in the profession!. J&I#55-62) keeps in contact with
Rosemary Boorne(Mrs Gillies), who was the exchange student wiliHSNew
Jersey in 1965. Rosemary (1959-66), who hopestatithe Grand Reunion in
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May, wonders what happened to the other New Jersglyange students, including
Sheelagh Doddsand whether they will be able to come to the i@un(The first
SMH New Jersey exchange student Wasia Dahl in 1958. Can anyone help find
Tricia, Sheila, or any of the other exchange stusien Ed)

Julia Bagshaw(Mrs Dunnicliffe) lives with her husband Charlesdanine-year-old
daughter Anne near Diss, on the Norfolk/Suffolkd®r‘in the middle of nowhere,
with a labrador dog, pony, a few chickens and bélthe country’s wild rabbits!’
Having trained in business studies, nursing, andayteaching, Julia has just
completed a teaching diploma.

Liz Baker (Mrs Caudle) and three friends had a mini-reunioh.éndon in May.
Liz (1950-64) travelled from Cheltenhang§herry Coe (Mrs Carter) from
Ditchling, Jane Harvey (Mrs Porter) all the way from Queensland, Austratind
Jenny Riley (Mrs Wray) from Purley, Surrey. Jenny (1951-63&sther own
executive recruitment business, set up in 1991ruithay mainly management
consultants and IT professionals. She is activihénLiberal Democrat party, and
was their candidate for Wantage in the 1997 gerseation. Jenny is also in touch
with Vicky Burge (Mrs Schofield).

Penny Barnes(1957-61) was disappointed not to be able to g¢hé September
reunion as her job ‘is so unsociable, especiallthatweekends’, but sent her best
wishes for a very successful day.

Anne Barr (Mrs Carr-Hill) has returned to work with the LaWiennis Association.
Her son Oliver is thriving, and they stayed withs&u Roller (qv) on their way up
to Scotland last July.

Alice Baxter now lives in Banbury and has two small childrenifiéd and Emma,
while her sisteKate lives on Dartmoor and has four children betweenates of 4
and 14. Alice and Kate are the daughtersezfn Stuart (Mrs Baxter) (qv), who
was at SMH from 1928-1936.

Christine Bean (Mrs Edmondson) is one of the SMH e-mail corresj@ots.
Although unable to attend either of the 1999 rensjshe is hoping to be at the
Grand Reunion in May this year. Christine (1952-58l keeps in contact with
Rosemary DousgMrs Lea) in Oxford Elizabeth Cockburn (Mrs Males) in Old
Basing,Heather Heald (Mrs Johnson) in Glasgow, af&nny Waddington (Mrs
Peaty) in Canonbie, Dumfriesshire. Heather (1948+&ites that her husband is
now Chairman of the University of Strathclyde ire&jow, which means that they
lead a very busy life. Their elder son now lives Gleveland, Ohio, and a
grandchild (American!) was due to arrive in Septemlwhich will doubtless mean
many more visits to the USA. They already haveyea&-old grand-daughter in
Edinburgh. Heather is keen to attend the Grandi®aun May.

Anne Bearne(Mrs Bell) is living in Whangaparaoa, New Zealamdhere she and
her husband Riley have a house overlooking therocémne (1955-59), who has
three children and four grandchildren, is heavilyalved in embroidery, and is
Secretary of Embroidery 2000, an InternationaticB&d Textile conference being
held in Auckland in April. Shortly after that, Aarand Riley leave for the UK, and
plan to be at the Grand Reunion in May. For maegry, despite the distances
separating them, Anne kept in touch witirginia Reid (Mrs Hoare), but sadly
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Virginia died in 1998. At the time, Anne felt aBotigh she had ‘lost her
childhood’, but is delighted that she is now back touch with others who
remember her from school days. Having obtainedMiéng degree in Chemical
Engineering at Nottingham Universityatrina Beck (1988-90) went on to

complete a PhD course at Cranfield University, endow working as a chemical
engineer with Dow Corning in Barry, S Wales.

Former Editor of this Newslettetjnda Belasco (Mrs Kings), has recently had to
give up her job in a surveyor’s office, and ha® ddad both her children living back
at home again. Linda (1955-63), who keeps in aintéth Frances Moojen(Mrs
Bearn), is looking forward to the Grand Reunioiiay.

Ruth Belson(Mrs Witham) (1978-82) writes of her move to Ew&urrey.

Hanizah Besar (1993-95) is studying at the South Bank Universityl ondon,
while her sisteHafizah (1993-96)is at the Oxford Brookes University.

Alison Bonny continues to work for Richard Branson.

Sarah Boyd (Mrs Mylne) who lives near Berwick-upon-Tweed, déses herself
as ‘a merry widow’, and is delighted at becomingrandmother for the first time.
Sarah (1954-60), is working as a supply teached, earjoys long walks with her
five terrier dogs. She is still in contact witlmy Easter (Mrs Ayling) (1954-60)
who now lives in WorthingJenny Cowern (1954-60), now in Cumbria, arkim
Kimmins (Mrs Cook)(qv).

Valerie Boyes étaff, 1962-86), who visited Pakistan in Augustl &aura Bristol
(staff, 1958-88) were both at the September 1908io@.

Ruth Bradbrooke (Mrs Wiffen) writes that ‘Miss Conrady’s death hesvered a

link with my childhood. However, gratitude for allfand dedicated life does
alleviate the sadness of parting. Ruth was onehoke who attended Miss
Conrady’s 90th birthday lunch. Recalling how muble gnjoyed the 1996 reunion
at New Milton, Hants, organised bByim Kimmins (Mrs Cook) (qv), Ruth plans to
try and get to the Grand Reunion at SMH in May.

Penny Buck(Mrs Gardiner) is now an Old Girl Governor of theh8ol, and Vice
Chairman of SMHA. Penny’s tireless work for thesésiation has included setting
up and maintaining a database of all old girls tvae or not they are SMHA
members), designing and setting up the SMHA weh, sitganising the SMH e-
mail Community (see pad®/) and getting together the group organising tren@
Reunion in May. She also rescued this Newslgttean all the prepared material
disappeared into the inner recesses of the Editorigputer and seemed determined
to stay there!

Sally Buck (Mrs Watts) is another e-mail correspondent. @ligh unable to
attend the September reunion, Sally (1974-83) wdilskl get back in touch with
others of her year and perhaps meet up with theximafl3/14 May at SMH would
be an ideal opportunity! - Ed)

Cindy Bulteel (Mrs Coté) and her husband Réjeau are teachithgaSB school in
Beijing.

Jane Burditt (Mrs Byrne) (1966-74) was away at the time of Beptember
reunion. She and her husband are now living inxXhéaen.
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Penny Burgis (Mrs Lowe) very much enjoyed the last Newslettargd sends her
best wishes. She is still in touch wiBelinda Lindeck. Jill Burwell (Mrs
McKean) (1956-60) and her husband Gordon spent swneein Africa, but have
been back in their home town of Dumfries for sonearg. In an e-mailJane
Campbell writes that although she left the UK directly affetevels, and has not
returned since, she would love to come back anchseeit is now. Jane manages
to keep in touch with quite a few old girls, findie-mail a real boon, and asked if
we could include e-mail addresses in the Newsle{teee pag87 - Ed)

Louisa Canavan(1986-95) spent a gap year teaching art in Mel®uAustralia,
and is now at Durham University studying Geologiaiences.

Lorna Champion (Mrs Franks) writes from her new home in Oxfordvimg
moved there following the death of her husbande 8hnow much nearer to her
large and close family of five children, 15 granitttten and one great-grandchild.
Lorna is still in touch with-rances Woolgar

In January 1998eth Channing (staff, 1962-85) went on a ‘holiday of a lifetime’
flying first to Istanbul, and then cruising on tR&O Island Princess The ship
called at Athens, Ashdod, Port Said, Suez, Sal&ambay, Cochin, Singapore,
Siam Seaport, Ho Chi Minh, Hong Kong, Manila, Sygnkelobart, Freemantle,
Mauritius, Réunion, Durban, East London and CapernTavith a flight home from
Cape Town in March.

Dr Jenny Child (Mrs Hocken) is now a consultant medical microbgigo with the
Surrey and Sussex Healthcare Trust, based in Craavié Redhill. Her husband,
Glen, was recently appointed team vicar in Crawleyhey have a daughter,
Morwenna, nearly three years old. Jenny (1972r8tjemberderek andlrene
Avis, who were part of the music department, and hageat love of early and
renaissance music, for which they are partly resjptgl’. As a result, Jenny is
trying to make contact with a group in the Crawéaga to enable her to take up
music for that era again. Jenny’s sidsabel Child was also at SMH, and left in
about 1969.

Liz Clements (Mrs Gartside) (1965-72) has strong links with SMHer mother,
Mary Reeson(Mrs Clements) (qv) is an old girl, and Liz's datey Sarah is now a
pupil. Liz has been in contact with a number af girls from her era, including
Julia Bagshaw (Mrs Dunnicliffe) (qv),Diana Markham (Mrs Kaars Sijpesteijn)
(qv) andPenny Titheradge (Mrs Harrison). Liz also mentiori3eborah Salmon
(Mrs Quinn) who lives with her husband and threddcbn near Telford. Some
time ago, when Liz took her son to the Royal AlekanChildren’s Hospital for
some stitches, one of the nurses there Jeamifer Phillipson (Mrs Hutchings).
Jennifer, who lives in Henfield, is married to dipeman and has three children,
and her sisteDiana Phillipson lives in Hove and works in a nursing home.

After graduating from Salford University with al2honours degree in Geography,
Barbara Cole (1988-95) set off to travel to Singapore and Aalsr for three
months, before returning to the UK to start job4mo Her sisteKatherine Cole
(1986-91) is now teaching at a junior school neaatdrow Airport, and living with
their older sisteBGarah Cole(1984-91), who works for a computer company.
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Jennifer (Jiffy) Cornwall-Walker , (1953-62), worked for many years in the film
industry, and travelled the world from her baséamdon. Then, a few years ago,
she opted for a completed change of lifestyle, toodr a plant nursery at Lifton in
Devon, and moved down to her present home nearExeliffy is enjoying the
challenge of quite literally growing her businemsd is delighted that her efforts are
now beginning to achieve results. Among her recarstomers wereSue
Reynolds (Mrs Walker) (qv) and her husband lan. Jiffy, wias recently joined
SMHA, recalls nine very happy years at SMH, desfateunning battle on the
discipline front’ with Miss Conrady!

Despite the difficulties of MSKen Crowther writes cheerfully from his home in
Teston, near Maidstone, where he has regular Vigite Ralph Wood, another
former teacher at SMH. Ken wonders how many offinig 1st Form at SMH
(whom he remembers as being a very cheerful bureshgmber their promise to
meet up again in 2000(You don't have to organise anything - just coméhio
Grand Reunion at SMH on 13/14 May! - EdKen has also been in touch with
Valerie Boyes(qv), and withKathleen Holloway who had been working overseas
in Burma, India and Nepal for many years, but meddrto London recently to
complete her PhD.

Mary Cunliffe (Mrs Cole) continues to keep in touch with many clchool
friends, and the information she has given has ba@emely useful in enabling the
Association to make contact with many ‘lost’ oldigi Mary (1950-59) had kept in
touch with Suzi Bannister (Mrs Veazey) (1949-61) who died last March after a
three-and-a-half year battle against cancer (sé@ies).

Abigail Davis (Mrs Rapp) is currently working as a specialistrogment
consultant for the fashion industry. After her wed) in October, at which
Charlotte Hill was a guest, Abigail and her husband Stephen hadnaerful
honeymoon in Mauritius, but are now ‘back on theumd, and working hard’.
Audrey de Baughn Domestic Science teacher at SMH in the 1950sesvof her
move back to Brighton, and sends her good wisleemember Miss de Baughn’s
lessons very well, and still have my old SMH eserbiooks, with advice on kitchen
planning, and loads of recipes. Who else rememtieesse and tomato tricorns?
- Ed)

Abigail Delow (1990-97) is in her third and final year at Regdimiversity where
she is reading Geography, and ‘loving every miraftét’. Last year the course
field trip was to Crete, to study the geomorphologyhe island, but Abigail was
expecting to manage quite a bit of sunbathing df wénfortunately, the visit to
Crete coincided with the AGM and reunion, so Abliges unable to make the trip
to Brighton. She still plays lacrosse for the emsity’s 1st team, and now serves
on the Sports Federation Executive Committee astrer. Her role is to manage
all the finances for all the sports clubs, whichailwves looking after ‘huge amounts
of money - very challenging'.

Anthea Drake (Mrs Holland) and her husband Jon moved to Caird\ugust,
where Jon is working for two years on the mastan fibr the Cairo sewers! Anthea
(1967-70) confesses that her social life ‘has regrbas busy since | was in my
20s!. They have been to the Red Sea, and hereafeld daughter has been
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windsurfing. Anthea’s niechlicola Weatherley, ( at SMH in the 1970s), lives in
London with her solicitor husband and their firablp was due in January. Anthea,
another e-mail correspondent, is keen to renewactntith Madeline Green and
Jane Smithard, but would be happy to make contact with any attlwgho might
be living in, or visiting, the Cairo ardahanna Dwyer (Mrs Hill), who has two
children, occasionally produces work for Woman’suHoShe has started writing a
novel, in addition to her children’s books.

Jane Eadie at SMH during the 1950s and 60s, is now a GP ingri a practice
in Brighton. She has recently become one of th&ngsdoctors at SMH.

When Joan Edwards (1947-51) married, she didn’'t change her surnaaseshe
married a second cousin of the same name, whiclesnialeasy for old friends to
remember her name! These incliRigh Raven, andPat Eggleton who has lived
in Sydney, Australia, for many years. Joan retireBecember 1998 after working
as a part-time haematologist in Salisbury. Joam@ther Association member who
is using e-mail to good effect.

Elizabeth Elliott (1963-70) was at the September reunion.

Margaret Ellis (1967-75) very much enjoyed the SMHA AGM and supjpe
September, and has registered on the Associatemiail list. Margaret’s job with
American Express has taken her abroad a greatimehé last year - to Austria,
Belguim, Ireland, Spain, Switzerland and the USargéret continues to be a keen
bell ringer, ringing at St Mark’s for all speciaM$l occasions. In her capacity as
Tower Captain at St George’s, she has also hagl¢asure of ringing at St Mark’s
every Sunday during St. George’s ‘exile’ there. May, following her move to
Ovingdean, Margaret took part in a play based enlifa of Sophia Jex Blake, the
first British woman doctor, and was amazed to fimat the part of Sophia’s mother
was being played byirs Sheasby history teacher at SMH in the 1970s! Margaret
is also in touch witiKathy Howard (another campanologistjiathalie Lowe (Mrs
Soanes), whose third child was born in May 1999 aackie Morgan (Mrs
Wiercinski), who in turn is in touch witRuth Pollock.

Although Katherine Ellwood (Mrs Musson)wvas at SMH for just five years (1961-
66), her links with the school cover a much longeriod. Her grandmother, Mrs
Harries, was a house mistress for some time, heéhend'vonne Harries (Mrs
Ellwood) and auntloan Harries were both pupils before the war, and her sister
Rosalind Ellwood was also a pupil in the 1960s. She writes of thixemories of
SMH - enjoying music and RE, but hating ‘dip peasid school meals! She
particularly remembers her ‘wise’ RE teacher Mrsk3an, with her ‘iron grey hair’
and a gown looking as though it had been wornatdeast half a century’, ‘lessons
delivered with great enthusiasm’ and her hallmaiiknplified map of Palestine’.
(These memories are shared by so many who had gfsstion and respect for
‘Jackie’ - Ed) Katherine was inspired to follow in Mrs Jacksombotsteps and
read Theology at Durham, gaining the coveted fuzdihood to her gown! She then
went on to teach RE in the Kesteven area, and afterying a curate settled in
Harlaxton, near Grantham, where their daughter b@®. Katherine, who has
since resumed teaching, and her husband movedstbdtene in October.
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Kathleen Farmer (Mrs Milton), who taught at SMH from 1955-85, retgrehat
caring for her family and very close friends makesnpossible for her to attend
school events, but values very much receiving thBH& Newsletter, and looks
forward to receiving it each springRosemary Farr (Mrs Southworth) (1947-48)
is married to the actor John Southworth and thexe lilaree children. One son is a
photographer, their daughter is an artist, and tbetond son has just finished his
PhD in SE Asian Archaeology and has recently aftGambodia.

Congratulations té\lexandra Fearn (Mrs McCreery), who was awarded the MVO
in the 1999 New Year's Honours. Alexandra (1979-88ites thatFrancesca
Buckroyd and Jane Simmons(qv) have both married. Francesca is now Mrs
Collin, and Jane (1976-83) is now Mrs Linney.

Liz Ferguson (Mrs Eastham) and her mothButh Powell (Mrs Ferguson) both
came to the autumn reunion. Through the informaticompiled on the
Association’s database, Liz (1969-76) was ableetoew contact withCynthia
Fabian (Mrs Palmer), her former French teacher. Liz éamail correspondent)
and Cynthia both had daughters at the same plaggrodaywards Heath, prior to
Liz’'s move to Milton Keynes. Liz's daughter ‘hasvary keen interest in France
and all things French’ and taps into French inteicteat rooms’.

For Julia Franckeiss(Mrs Clayton) SMH (1947-52) was a comfortable hafrem

a very difficult home life. She adds ‘Il owe an opess of mind and ability to
appreciate good qualities in others to the atmaspaed education | received at the
school’. Julia trained as an SRN, married, had fthildren, and later gained an
honours degree in History and Literature at whatdsv Anglia Polytechnic
University. Following her divorce, Julia ran a kehop in Long Melford, Suffolk.
Now, having retired, she has ‘taken to sculptingstly birds, and am granny of
one delightful baby girl, Phoebe’. Julia, anotbhemail correspondent, asked to be
put in touch withJean Scatliff (Mrs Weston) (qv) andlary Boswell. Julia also
wrote of the death, in July 1994, &dannette Saunders.

In May 1999Joanna French (Mrs Grey) gave birth to her second child, a son
called Cameron. Joanna (1983-88) still keeps mtaszt with Shani Waller (Mrs
Mason) andMary Blee (Mrs Hionos).In spring 199Blannah Gale (1991-98) was
taking her first year nursing exams and fund-rgigor her nursing elective which
she hopes will take her to New Zealand for nineksdkis summer.

Jane Garland completed her nursing training at Eastbourne Habpit1995, and
continued to work there for three years before eatiigg to Canada. She is still in
contact withMireille Blass, Clair Joynt and Holly Stokes (Mrs Garmston), and
enjoys hearing news of SMH.

Philippa Graham (Mrs Biles), with husband Gerry and daughter Eleaam
enjoying the less pressured (and less pollutediremment in Malton, North
Yorkshire.

Hana Grisdale is working as personal assistant to violinist \&seeMae.

Melanie Grove (Mrs Samuel) returned to SMH for the first timenmany years for
the 1999 AGM and enjoyed the Creative Writing semiled byLiz Fincham.
Melanie (at SMH in the late 50s) now lives verysdao SMH, and hopes to be
back for more SMHA events in the future.
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Rachel Hardaker (Mrs Manger) and her husband Garth are delighidabtback in
England from Virginia, USA - despite the price métrol here! Garth is now
working for the Ministry of Defence. They and thebons Hamish, four, and two-
year-old Sebastian, enjoy walking the dog in ne&mhmond Park. Rachel and
Garth were anticipating the arrival of their thakild in January.

Susan Harris (Mrs Roller), who lists no fewer than 16 of hemtamporaries
(1975-88) with whom she is still in touch, wrotettwhews of many of them. Susan
herself continues to enjoy life in Cheshire lookiafger her two small children,
although a move may be in the offing as her huskaswmpany has recently been
taken over and he is looking for a new job. Shesftlown to Brighton on a regular
basis to attend Governors’ meetings at SMH, andstegged withLibby Ager (Mrs
Thomson) (qv) many times. On one occasion theg-gatshed a party held by
Pippa Pearn for Nicky Currie, Anne Anthony and Katy Taylor. Susan also
attended the reunion lunch in May and enjoyed gemiany familiar faces there,
particularly staff such adMrs Leslie, Miss Payne Miss Bristol and Mrs
Channing.

Sue Haydock(Mrs Forsyth) and her husband returned from thé WisMay and
then moved out to Mons, Belgium They recently loedéed their Silver Wedding
with the 21st birthday of their eldest daughterue 1968-72), who is looking
forward to returning to the UK in 2001, still keeipstouch withCarolyn Mitchell
(Mrs Hawker) (1968-71), currently living in BlangrMalawi.

Susan Hennings who is currently working part-time for her formemployer,
expects her second child in April.

Stephanie Hirst (Mrs Duncan) (1960-65) writes from East Lothiansty she is
still in touch with Frances Sprigge(Mrs Tweedie). Frances (1959-66) is now
living in Auckland, New Zealand.

After giving birth to a daughter, Hebe, a year atame Hitchcock (Mrs Bunclark)
has since returned to work as an English and Dresaeher at West Buckland
School, leaving her capable husband to try andhiansurveying business from
home while keeping an eye on Heb8usan Harris (Mrs Roller) (qv), is to be
Hebe’'s Godmother.

Terri Howard is due to be married in March.

Christmas in Australia, with a temperature of°Gg isn't nearly as good as
Christmas back home ‘in good old Blighty’, accoglito Sarah Hunt (Mrs
Ashford). She writes from Perth, WA, where shediwith husband Peter and sons
Benjamin, Tristan and Sebastian. As well as copiith all the family chores,
running a book club, and handling administratiornih&t local playgroup, Sarah is
also studying to complete her WA Lawyer Accrediatcourse. The family greatly
enjoys camping out, and took a three-week triph Kimberley area, 3400 km
away, where they explored gorges, swam in wateshalel saw some spectacular
scenery. Having spent most of 1999 at home, tloge o go travelling at Easter
this year, and may even manage to visit old friendbe UK.

Caroline Johnson (Dr Currer), who was at SMH from 1960-67, keepgdach
with Rosemary Scully (Mrs Heald) (qv). Carolin€klest daughter has graduated
from Sussex University with a 2:1 in English, hecend daughter has started a
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Philosophy and Theology degree course at Heythrofiege, University of
London, and her third is doing a nursing degree tted University of
Manchestei.lamsin Johnson(Mrs Kidwell) is still with SmithKline Beecham a
internal auditor and travels abroad extensivelybosiness. Her sistéVeryan
Johnsonwas married last summer.

Kasma Kassimis now married, and gave birth to a son in Octolddona Kassim
has also married, arvani Kassimis practising as a barrister in Brunei.

Kim (Celia) Kimmins (Mrs Cook) and her husband Roy recently celebrtied
35th wedding anniversary with a house-warming pantytheir new home in
Tenterden. Kim and Roy were joined by their twasand daughters-in-law, and
one-year-old grandson Ethan, as well as a hoshef damily members and friends,
including Penny Buck (Mrs Gardiner) (qv). Kim is recovering well afterperiod
of serious ill-health, and plans to get back tovagting career very soon.

As part of the team working to update the SMHA Hate, Kim (1954-60) has
traced a number of Old Girls who had been out othowith the Association.
These includéAnne Bearne (Mrs Bell) (qv), in New Zealandsarah Boyd (Mrs
Mylne) (qv) andJill Burwell (Mrs McKean) (qv), both in Scotland. Throudhlie
Craig (Mrs Cinque) (1954-60) who lives in Barnes, Lond#&im was able to
obtain a current address féenny Pigg(Mrs Clauton) (1954-60), who is now back
at her parents old home in Orsett, Essex. Follgilie visit ofShirley Read-Jahn
(qv) to SMH in September, Kim was able to contalirl8y’s sisterPam (Mrs
Bailey) (qv) in Bondi, Australia, and Pam in turotgKim in touch withRowan
Cawkell (Mrs Fookes). As Rowan now lives near Rye, notffam Kim’'s new
home in Tenterden, they were recently able to nogefor the first time since
Rowan left SMH in 1957. Kim also keeps in touctthwidary Theobald (Mrs
Pashley) (qv) and her husband Rod@#&lgria Smart (qv), andSue ReynoldgMrs
Walker) and her husband lan (qv).

Doreen Lai is now working in corporate finance in Singapore.

Writing from Dunfermline, Scotlandlanine Launchbury (Mrs Johnson) describes
a wonderful family summer holiday in Kentucky whigfcluded a boat trip down
the Ohio river, and a canoeing expedition downlitle Miami river. They also
enjoyed a Christmas visit with family members ia thSA. Janine and her husband
Mark have recently bought an old cottage datinlta¢he 1700s, in Kingsbarns.
Having completed her MA inLater Mediaeval Studies at Royal Holloway and
Bedford College, London UniversitiKatrina Lewis (1981-89) worked for a year
with adults with learning difficulties, before gginon to Homerton College,
Cambridge to do a PGCE Secondary in English andnBraKatrina is now in her
second year of teaching at a secondary school amiidrough. Katrina also has
news ofCheryl Gansey living in Epsom, who is in her fourth year of ¢hing
secondary French at a school in Redhill, and is Head of the French Department
there.

Mary McEwan (Mrs Hayhurst), who was on the staff from 1968-%8s unable to
attend the September reunion as she was in AbuiDhhlere her husband was
working. They have now returned from Indonesia arelbased back in Brighton.
Mary’'s daughter Sarah has completed her first ytarniversity in Indianapolis,
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USA, and son Mark is in his final year at Worth Algtschool. Mary continues to
keep in touch witiKathy Howard, who lives in East Malling, Kent. Having gained
a Physiology degree, and then a post-graduate ndgplin Dietetics, Diana
Markham (Mrs Kaars Sijpesteijn) has been working full ¢iras a dietician in
Harrogate. In 1977 she married Jan, a Dutchmad,tlaey have two children,
Casper (15) and Alexandra (13). Diana keeps iohtomith Julia Bagshaw (Mrs
Dunnicliffe) (qv), and is Godmother to her daughter

Heidi Massey (Mrs Bloore), is now an Australian citizen, havilnged in Sydney
for 10 years. She and her husband Andrew, a fiaknonsultant, have a three-
year-old son Henry. Heidi continues her work agdsey Recruitment’ for senior
executives in the advertising world.

Amelia Manzi (Mrs Roberts) writes from her new address in Eglith always find
the Newsletter interesting, and love reading alpaaple | knew, pupils and staff.’
Amelia still keeps in touch witlsarah Batchelor (Mrs Turck), Catherine Holt
(Mrs Tilbury), who recently celebrated her tenthddimg anniversary, anBiona
Wright (Mrs Hendry). They are hoping to have a gatheahthe class of 1982 at
the 2002 reunion at SMH.

Lisa Martin (Mrs Andrews) is involved in a number of societiesBletchingley
where she lives.Susan Harris (Mrs Roller) (qv) and her family stayed with Lisa
last October when they attended a Christening mdfi¢ld, and Lisa and Susan
were both at the reunion party given last summerChyoline Simmons (Mrs
Hearne) (qv).

i

Left to right: Caroline Simmons (Mrs Hearne), Ligkrtin (Mrs Andrews) Susan
Hennings, Tamsin Johnson (Mrs Kidwell) and SusarrisléMrs Roller) enjoyed a
reunion at Caroline’s home.
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Angelica Meletiou (1957-63) was in good spirits at the Septembeniog with
delightful photos of her grandchildren.

Holly Mellors is working in television.

Lucy Middlemas (Mrs Rothman) (1975-82) and her husband James traee
lovely daughters, Georgia (7), Isabella (5) and l§nfR), and now live in
Wimbledon.

Audrey Miller (house mistress 1974-77) keeps in contact #rgaret Payne
(qv), Betty Drew andJack Liddell, and enjoys hearing news frddathalie Lowe
(Mrs Soanes)Rachel McClaughry (Mrs Gregson) and Rachel’s mothédrginia
Crowe (Mrs Garner-Richardson). Having moved house 8hbsdfore the birth of
her third daughterRachaelis planning to return to work, initially for one yla
week, undertaking a paediatric physiotherapy reseproject. Rachael (1974-79)
keeps in contact wittfBusan Harrison Jenny Child (qv) and Nicola Filmer.
Margaret Payne has written to advise us of the death, in Septeni®®8, of
Audrey’s brother John, who had been such a tremendopstbeAudrey and her
sister Dorothy.

Anna Millyard (1991-95) went travelling in Australia for six ntbe before
starting an MA course in Social Anthropology at @whith’s College, London.

Lisa Moore is travelling around the world.

Margaret Payne (History teacher and Deputy head, 1966-82) cortirto keep in
touch with many old girls and forwarded news frorarm of them.Gaile Ashby
(Mrs Carey) is in Pulborough, W SusseRarol Fraser (Mrs Wheatcroft) and her
husband Charles are happily settled in Singapotb thieir children Laura and
Peter. Carol’s sistdfiona Fraser (Mrs Lloyd) and her husband Graham have been
through a hard time recently, after Graham was madendant, but things are now
improving. They have a daughter Grace and son. P&uine Fridal lives in
Brooklyn, NY, but was visiting England last yeardasang at the Royal Festival
Hall in September. Susan Hill, who lives in West Chiltington, W Sussex, has
gained her pilot’s licence.Katie Hodgson (Mrs Giriffiths) is living in Hinwick,
Beds, and has twin daughters, Joanna and Rebe&eaah Hunt (Mrs Ashford)
(qv) is now in Perth, Western Australia, and hasdhsons.Susan Henningsand
her partner live in Henley on Thames and have aRoss. Judy Reynolds(Mrs
Hart) was working at Addenbrookes Hospital unté simd her family moved to the
Wirral. Judy has three children, Alice, Samuel a@us$eph. Penny Titheradge
(Mrs Harrison) writes that her husband Charleséhasrious illness, but was a little
better at the time of writing. They and their diatgy Charlotte managed to take a
holiday in Switzerland, France and Germany. Nefv\Benny also came frofnz
Clements (Mrs Gartside), (qv) who adds that because Perortksvfrom home as
an administrator and conference organiser, she f®ad to care for her husband.
Pam Read-Jahn(Mrs Bailey) faxed news from her home in Bondi, &aka. Pam
stopped being a secretary when the first of her fimughters was born, and for 21
years ran a childminding business, but now workih whe elderly, disabled and
retarded. Pam and her sistghirley, now in California (qv), have both kept in
touch withRowan Cawkell (Mrs Fookes) (1954-57), and all three are planting
be at the Grand Reunion in May.
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Sue Reynolds(Mrs Walker), who was for many years an instruabithe Royal
Duchy College in Launceston, has recently takely eatirement. Visiting a plant
nursery near their home on the Devon/Cornwall bor8ae and husband lan were
amazed to discover that it had been boughtdmnifer (Jiffy) Cornewall-Walker ,
(qv) a fellow Babingtonian! Sue continues to kéegontact withGloria Smart
(qv) andKim Kimmins (Mrs Cook) (qv).

Having graduated from Manchester University witl2:4, and from the London
College of Law with commendatiokielen Roberts(1988-95) is how working for
a firm of solicitors on London Bridge. She is alsasy planning her wedding in
July to Simon Fraser, a computer programmer.

Katie Ross is greatly enjoying her studies in Pharmacology Patrtsmouth
University. Her family has recently moved from &faam to Norfolk.

Melissa Royle(Mrs Earle) has moved from Wadhurst to Hawkhwast writes: ‘I
love receiving the magazine and hearing about éohds, and lock myself away
for an hour as soon as it arrives!” Melissa, wharned in 1991, has three children
aged seven, six and two, who take up all her tirHer sisterLucinda is married
and also has three children, and her younger gisteinda lives in Australia with
her husband.

Elizabeth Scatliff (Mrs Putnam) called in briefly to the May 1999 reum and was
pleased with the ‘pleasant format and nice rangect¥ities’. In the debate on the
school motto, Elizabeth (1950-60) felt that it ahuin certain circumstances, ‘be
unhelpful to young women setting out on a caredodtay’s world’.

Jean Scatliff (Mrs Weston) was most disappointed not to be ablattend the
September reunion as she had a prior engagemémstwi@es that she was ‘one of
the group who had the amazingly successful reutash year, after 45 years!'.
Jean’s husband, Dr John Weston, sadly died aften@ illness in 1996. Her
daughtersAnne Weston(Mrs Clarkson Webb) andmanda Weston(Mrs Staley)
are both OId Girls. Anne, who lives in Essex haissw a daughter and a son, while
Amanda and her husband are in Dubai with theirdams and two daughters.

Rosemary Scully(Mrs Heald) was unable to come to either of thB9leheetings

as she was in Vienna in the spring, and prepamngaftrip to San Francisco in
September. When Rosemary and her husband Gordebrated their silver

wedding in January 199&aroline Johnson(Dr Currer) and her family were also
at the party. Caroline (qv) was also at Rosemabpsh birthday party, and
Rosemary reciprocated by attending Caroline’s silvedding and 50th birthday
parties.

Marilyn Shelley (Mrs Fergusson), who trained as a nurse at St @b@hospital,
is married to a gynaecologist who now works therk®larilyn (1954-64) is a
practising counsellor, in general practice andaigly. She has four children, one
of whom has recently made her a grandmother. Maidya churchwarden in her
local church, where she and her husband are betlvied in running Alpha
courses. Any spare time is spent fishing - in Boet if possible! Marilyn, an e-
mail correspondent, is still in contact witldrienne Allsworth (Mrs Hirschfeld).
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Jenny Sheppard(1979-86) writes with news @ebbie Cavalli. While Jenny was
au pairing in Chicago, back in 1993, she visitedblide at her parents’ home in San
Rafael, California. In 1995 Debbie went to Taivtariearn Chinese while working
in an American school there. Jenny visited heTaipei for six weeks, and they
both went to Bali on holiday. Later, Debbie retario the US and is now living in
Los Angeles.

Last summerCaroline Simmons (Mrs Hearne)held an SMH reunion party for
others of her era (1975-81) at her home in Berksfsee photo). Among those at
the party werelisa Martin (Mrs Andrews), Tamsin Johnson (Mrs Kidwell),
Susan Harris (Mrs Roller) andSusan Hennings Her sistedane Simmons(Mrs
Linney) is working from her home near Crewe asraestment administrator for an
offshore investment fund.

Naomi Slater (1986-93) really enjoyed the reunion last May.Skptember, Naomi
moved to London to start her PGCE Primary, and pl@asning to visit her sister in
Cape Town for three months after the course. Esimg her thanks for ‘yet
another wonderful Newsletter’, Naomi sent her kiadards to Mrs Thomason, Mr
Grant, Mr Wells, Mr and Mrs Scandian, and ‘of cayrkirs James’. Naomi keeps
in contact withAlison Bonny (qv), Judith Green and Yani Kassim (qv), but
would like to hear from others of her year.

Margaret (Maggie) Sloggett (Mrs Foulkes) writes that she is a qualified
practitioner of reflexology, aromatherapy and bgdberapy. Although bringing up
three children on her own, Maggie now works froranaall studio within a local
hair salon in Saltdean, and finds life busy ani&ag.

Gloria Smart lives in Southampton, where she works for the lla€hristian
bookshop. She keeps in touch wahsan ReynoldgMrs Watson) (qv) anéim
Kimmins (Mrs Cook) (qv), and hopes to be at the Grand Reun May.

Jane Snelling(Mrs Ogden), writes from Shoreham with news of $ister-in-law,
Ann Ogden (1958-65). Ann, who is a successful fashion desigworked for
some time in Paris, but for the last ten yearsbeen living and working in New
York, where her husband Joe is a photographer gisd. aJane, who helps run a
Citizen’s Advice bureau in Shoreham, is marriedAtmn’s brother Richard (they
used to sing in the choir together when he wasrigthBn College). They have a
married daughter of 26 and a 24-year-old son.

Judith Spaven (Mrs Davies) writes from her new address in Newtongville that
she is particularly keen to come to the Grand Reuim May. Judith (1955-64),
another e-mail correspondent, keeps in touch Aiéxandra Rolt (Mrs Wooster).
Judith’s niece, Rebecca Spaven, may be startigVid in September this year.
Having begun her Guiding at SMH, under the leadprsfi Miss Farmer (Mrs
Milton) (qv), Dorothy Stranack (Mrs Cook) has been awarded her 40-year badge
as a Guider. Dorothy (1949-57), who is also intaohwith Jean Robertsand
Olive Ridge, was very proud to have been nominated for the 8gncern ‘Best
Neighbour’ Award for Brighton and Hove.

Jean Strike (Mrs Witherick) (1948-53) was unable to be at 8eptember reunion
as she was away on holiday.

33



Kathryn Taylor (1989-96) has graduated from Manchester Univevgity a 2:1 in
maths. She then returned to Brighton and was lgofmrwork in London as an
accountant. Kathryn keeps in touch wi@lare Newman (now at Brunel
University), Marie York (now at the University of Kent)]ennifer Mathews (at
Royal Holloway) andRima Shuman (at Oxford Brookes).

Mary Theobald (Mrs Pashley) and her husband Roger continue toverg
involved in the life of their local church in Otslraw. Both are members of the
bell-ringing team, and Mary (1952-1962) is alsopmwsible for producing the
parish magazine. Mary continues to keep in toudh Wary Radford (Mrs
Bennett) in Indiana, and witWeronica Alsop (Mrs Smith) (qv),Kim (Celia)
Kimmins (Mrs Cook) (qv), andMegan Warner (qv).

Zena Thompson(1981-1984) is a director of a coffee and tea wéalkr to the
catering trade in Sussex, and combines this witkdyatg for a part time BA in
Cultural Studies at the University of Sussex. $#halso a trustee of Brighton's
Community Radio Open Workshop, an organisation whpcovides training for
anyone interested in broadcasting as a career. a Zes now moved from
Newhaven to Brighton, and is looking forward to to@o reunion with girls from
her year.

Georgia Trott has returned to Brighton and is considering a caaee probation
officer.

Megan Warner (1955-62), an e-mail correspondent, writes of theve to a new
address, still in Oxford. Although unable to bette September reunion, Megan
asked to be kept informed of future SMH events.

IN TOUCH

We are often asked for addresses of old girls, na@hwhom are not SMHA
members. However, we know that many who are Aasioci members, still keep
in touch with non-members, and could help to pdtfakends back in touch again.
We hope this addition to the Newsletter will hedpastablish contacts. If anyone
has news of old girls who are not currently in SMKie would like to have details
for our database, so that we can keep them infoimhethss reunions, etc. Please
send details toPenny Buck (Mrs Gardiner), at Handsel Farm, Staplecross,
Robertsbridge, East Sussex. TN32 5SH or efr@il73.234@compuserve.com

Baverstock Antonia, (1988-917?), alsoClare House (1998-90?) andAnna
Stapleton (1983-88?). Does anyone have a contact addressyoof these? If so,
please contadfaomi Slaterat 19 Salisbury Road, Seaford, E Sussex BN25 2DD.
Class of 71 Liz Clements (Mrs Gartside) is trying to contadtraembers of her
class, ( O-level 1971). She would like to orgardsspecial 30-years-on reunion to
coincide with the May SMHA reunion in 2001. Pleasentact her at 71 St
Leonard’s Road, Hove, East Sussex, BN3 4QQ, or ie-nmer at
<<jcgartside@talk21.com>>.
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Class of 73 Where areGail Ashby, Kate Baxter, Sarah Bernard, Katherine
Fletcher, Shanti Hayler, Sheila Hurd, Sarah Mordézél Phelps, Hilary Porter,
Fiona Robinson, Edwina Sabine and all the other$fargaret Ellis at 66
Greenways, Ovingdean, Brighton BN2 7BL, would léedear from you.

Green, Madeline and Jane Smithard Anthea Drake (Mrs Holland), now in
Egypt, would love to have news. Please, can anjeieher get in touch? Please
write to Anthea, c/o 14 Morely View Road, Plymouflevon PL7 4JY.

Mardling , Joanna and Jenny Roberts(Mrs Hamer). Joanna lived in Newhaven
and London in the 1960s. Jenny married Robert Hameédived in Staplehurst and
then Egerton, Kent. Can anyone help trace thesefitam O-level year 1959?

Please contact Hon Editor, Mrs Kim Cook, CherryeBielngleden Park Road,
Tenterden, Kent TN30 6NS

CHANGED AND NEW ADDRESSES

Bagshaw Julia (Mrs Dunnicliffe), Box Farm, Allwood GreeRickinghall, Diss,
Norfolk IP22 1LU

Bearne Anne (Mrs Bell), 25 Chelverton Terrace, Red Beatlangaparaoa, New
Zealand

Bearne Jill (Mrs Bell), 6603 Law Drive SW, Calgary, Aliia, T3E 6A2, Canada
Beck, Katrina, 82 Salop Street, Penarth, Vale of Glagaor Wales CF64 1HF
Belson Ruth (Mrs Witham), 26 Seymour Avenue, East Ewglirrey KT17 2RP
Boyd, Sarah (Mrs Mylne), Sunnyside, Hutton, Berwick-nploveed TD15 1DS
Bracher, Jackie (Mrs Leask) c/o NBB, PO Box 106, Manamahin, or 6
Tavern Gardens, Weare Gifford, Nr Bideford, N De#39 40R

Burditt , Jane (Mrs Byrne), Arrol Cottage, 16 Chester Rdaaksford, Wrexham
LL12 8TN

Burwell, Jill (Mrs McKean), 58 Cardoness Street, Dumfrigsptland DG1 3AG
Child, Dr Jenny (Mrs Hocken) Holy Trinity House, Titmu3rive, Tilgate,
Crawley, W Sussex RH10 5EU

Davis, Abigail (Mrs Rapp), 28 Karina Close, Chigwell g% IG7 4EN

de Baughn Audrey, 8 The Woodlands, Brighton, E Sussex BNA8

Doyle, Charlotte, Urbanizac. Prado de la Navata 22,eCé#llazquez, La Navata,
Galapagar, E-28420 Madrid, Spain

Drake, Anthea (Mrs Holland) c/o 14 Morely View Road, Riguth, Devon PL7
43Y

Ellis, Margaret, 66 Greenways, Ovingdean, Brighton, §s8x BN2 7BL

Fearn, Alexandra (Mrs McCreery), 128 Mallinson Road, Hon SW11 1BJ
Franckeiss Julia (Mrs Clayton), 10 Gilmerton Court, Long Ro&ambridge CB2
2HQ

Garland, Jane, 151 Riveredge Drive, Keswick L4P 2P4, Qmt&anada

Golding, George (Mrs Goddard), 131 Oeskern Road, Hurgtpiet, W Sussex
Graham, Philippa (Mrs Biles), 2 Green Dykes, Malton, Nrke YO17 7YZ
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Graves Susan, 5 Bray Gardens, Pyrford, Woking, Surrey

Green, Judith, 4 Highlands Road, Leatherhead, SurreyXa12D

Hardaker, Rachel (Mrs Manger), No3 The Keep, Kings Roadydgston-upon-
Thames, Surrey KT2 5UA

Hart, Dr Judy, Hyfield, Mill Lane, Ness, Neston, CH6AR

Haydock, Sue (Mrs Forsyth), 324 Chaussée Brunehault, Ad86any-St-Jean,
Belgium

Hitchcock, Jane (Mrs Bunclark), Shuteley Cottage, Shuteldigh Bilkington,
Umberleigh, Devon EX37 9BT

Hollingsworth, Sarah, c/o Linden House, 2 The Nightingales,iigibsirst Road,
Biddenden, Ashford, Kent TN27 8HN

Kassim, Yani, 726, Simpang 720, Kg Sungai Besar, Jalata KBatu, BD2517,
Brunei

Kimmins, Kim (Celia) (Mrs Cook), Cherry Trees, InglederriPRoad, Tenterden,
Kent TN30 6NS

Kingham, Gillian (Mrs Lewes), 144 Newlands Road, Wellingtdlew Zealand
Markham, Diana (Mrs Kaars Sijpesteijn), George House, t8opKnaresborough,
N Yorkshire HG5 9YH

McClaughry, Rachael (Mrs Gregson), Cornerways, Lockerley Gréeckerley,
Nr Romsey, Hants SO51 0JN

McEwan, Mary (Mrs Hayhurst), 24 Friar Road, Brighton, &sSex BN1 6NG
Manzi, Amelia (Mrs Roberts), 3 Woodstock Avenue, Ealihgndon W13 9UQ
Middlemas, Lucy (Mrs Rothman), 29 Mostyn Road, London SW18 3

Mitchell, Carolyn (Mrs Hawker), PO Box 593, Blantyre, Malaw

Ogden Ann, c/o Mrs Jane Ogden, 21 Church Street, Slaondhy-Sea, W Sussex
BN43 5DQ

Rand, Mary (Mrs Abbis), Little Acre, Perry Lane, Blexdl, Bucks HP27 9QS
Reynolds Judy (Mrs Hart), Hyfield, Mill Lane, Ness, Soutfirral L64 8TP

Ross Katie, Glebe Farm, Rectory Road, Weston Longvillerfolk NR9 5LF
Royle, Melissa (Mrs Earle), Dog House, High Street, Hawrkt, Kent TH18 4PX
Sheppard, Jenny , 24 Greenfield Crescent, Brighton, E SuB$¢1 8HJ

Simmons Caroline (Mrs Hearne), 1 Myrtle Cottages, Hinfeoad, Hurst, Berks
RG10 0BX

Simmons Jane (Mrs Linney), Birtles Farm, London Road, \odNr Crewe CW3
9SF

Sloggett Maggie (Mrs Foulkes), 19 Brambletyne Avenue, &sdn, Brighton, E
Sussex BN2 8EL

Spaven Judith (Mrs Davies), Old Priory Place, 5 Drayté&toad, Newton
Longville, Bucks MK17 OBH

Thompson Zena, 2 White Street, Brighton, E Sussex BN2 2JH
Thomson-Nunn Maria, 93 Bear Road, Brighton, E Sussex BN2 4DB
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Addresses needed
Each year a certain number of the letters mailedbguSMHA are returned to
sender, because people have moved on and forgotieh us know. Can anyone
help with news of the following?
C Adam, Zee Agorg N Alshaikhley, S Alshaikhley, M Barltrop, Julia
Bramwich, D Chandler, Emma Chapman Henrietta Coomber (Mrs
Blanchard),Marguerite Cook (Mrs Oxley), Brigid Cooper, Helen Critall, Mrs
Barabara Daniell, Beryl Day (Mrs Holdstock), Mrs F de la Motte, Madeline
Farr, Alison Forster, Cheryl Garnsey, Natasha GreavesC Hitch, K Holt, S
Jantuah (Mrs Pepera)Jennifer Jones(Mrs Lambert),Susan Knight, Judy Law,
Lucy Major , Hilary Marvin (Mrs Spofforth),Wendy Moffat (Mrs Clewes)Nina
Motylinski, Anne Payne(Mrs Grapes)Sarah Naish Asuka Nakamura, Erica
Nakpo-Ewien, C Parker, L Richardson, Nicola Sanderson K Sartori, N
Sautter, S ScatesEmmeline Smith, Charlotte Steventon Sarah Terrot, Anne
Tissier, E Tuckwell, Elizabeth Warburton, L Wright .

St Mary’s Hall email Community
A number of Association members have suggested ¢haiail addresses be
included in the Newsletter but publication of them#dresses is fraught with
problems, particularly as some are business admyeddevertheless, anyone with a
genuine involvement in SMH has a way of making aohtvia SMHemC.
SMHemC was formed in September 1999 and is hostetleoWorld Wide Web at
<<www.onelist.com>>. The purpose is to provideuick, easy and inexpensive
way of communicating with all members of the SMHrrounity, not just OGs, but
Governors, Staff (current and ex), pupils, par@md other interested parties from
the local area. It is an unfortunate fact of thewwthat a predominantly female
presence may attract unwelcome attention. To ptewés) the SMHemC is both a
restricted and a moderated e-mail community. Takes it harder for you to join
up, but also makes it more secure when you do join.
‘Restricted’ means requests for membership carcteesed to make sure that each
request is from a genuine member of the SMH comiywriModerated’ means all
messages posted on to SMHemC are screened fomtd&mre going out to all
members. Already the membership encompasses Gasermro ex-Headmistress,
current staff, and old girls of all ages acrosswvtbbeld. The oldest of these is 76, so
there is no excuse for you younger ones to sayayeuoo old for all this modern
stuff! Best of all, membership of SMHemC is FREBo cost, no obligation. If
you don't like it, just leave the community - it simple as that. So if you're
wired, why not  join today. Just send an e-malil to
<<101473.234@compuserve.com>> with your full nasaool surname, dates at
school, and mailing address (though this last igitétl if you don’t want to give it).
SMHemC will do the rest.
Watch out, too, for the SMHA website at <<www.snang.uk>> currently under
construction, which should be published on the deting Summer 2000. If there
are any potential or actual Web Masters out thére would like to help with this
project, please e-mail <<pgardiner@swain.co.uk>sca@s as possible.
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BIRTHS

On 8 August 1998, t€ynthia (Cindy) (néeBulteel) and Réjeau Coté, a daughter,
Evelyne Jane Bulteel Coté.

In spring 1999, tdane(néeHitchcock) Bunclark, a daughter, Hebe.

In May 1999 taJoanna (néeFrench) Grey, a son Cameron, brother for Lois.

On 12 July 1999, tSusan(néeGraves) Sharman, a son Alistair.

In January 1999 t&kachael (née McClaughry) and Professor Peter Gregson, a
daughter Christina, a sister for Eleanor and Maria.

MARRIAGES

Davis - Rapp On 10 October 1999, at Middle Street SynagogueHion, Abigalil
Rachel Davis to Stephen Rapp.

Podd - Stubbs On 18 December, followed by a blessing the nextate§t Mark’s
Chapel, Eastern Road, Brighton, Jo Podd to Jon&habs.

Wooderson - de la Billiere On 21 August 1999, at St Mary's Church, Reigate,
Surrey, Phillippa Wooderson to Edward de la Biéi

DEATHS

Bannister, Susan Jennifer (Mrs Veazey). On 21 March 199%estlake Village,
California, after a long battle with cancer, Suéanzi), wife of Wesley and mother
of Jonathan.

Burden, Nora May (Mrs Callow). On 22 December 1999, raftdong battle with
cancer, Norah Callow, formerly Priestnall, née Burd

Cooper, Kathleen. On 1 June 1999, Kathleen, aged 79. M1 9934-36. Miss
Cooper bequeathed a generous sum to the School.

Leach, Annabel. On 16 November 1996, Annabel, agedR6SMH 1988-90.
McCormack, Mary Patricia Alacoque. On 26 June 1999, Patnéw teacher of
Art at SMH and co-founder, with her friend AnthedAbson Press.

Miller , John. In September 1998, John, devoted broth&udrey and Dorothy.
Munn-Baker, Dulcie. In February 1999, Dulcie, known affectely as Billie
Munn. Accountant at SMH, 1970-87.

Reid, Virginia (Mrs Hoare). In June 1998, in ScotlaMirginia, (Ginnie), wife of
William, mother of James and Jonathan.

Rivett-Drake, Brigadier Dame Jean, DBE, JP, DL. On 8 Augu$t918t Oaklands
Victoria Nursing Home, Dyke Road Avenue, Hove, J@zgity).

Storey, Elizabeth Enid (Mrs Clark). In September 1998Warminster, Elizabeth
Storey, aged 93. English teacher at SMH in théd$93

Wood, Patricia (Mrs Vedast). On 16 July 1999, in thertN Middlesex Hospital,
after a brief illness, Patricia, aged 92. At SMiiluL924.
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OBITUARIES
SUSAN (Suzi) JENNIFER BANNISTER (Mrs Veazey)

Suzi died in California on the first day of Sprin@1 March 1999 - after a three-
and-a-half year battle with cancer. Suzi initidigd surgery for bowel cancer in the
autumn of 1995. She fought the illness she facid @ourage in her typically
brave and optimistic way.
Susan was a day girl at SMH from 1949-1961, and af@ her parents lived
variously in Lewes Crescent, Saltdean and HoveterAéaving school she trained
as a nurse at the Westminster Hospital, and lateedl BOAC as a stewardess. She
flew all over the world to many faraway places vehein those days, there was
plenty of time off! It was during her flying daylsat she met her husband Wesley,
an American. Suzi and Wes married in January 1&7Breston Old Church, in
Preston Park (my daughter was her bridesmaid) hag moved to Dallas/Fort
Worth. Subsequently they moved to Lafayette, Lians (where her mother still
lives), to Dothan and then Enterprise, AlabamaStm Diego, California, and
finally to Westlake Village, between Los Angelesl&anta Barbara.
Their son Jonathan, who was born in 1978, attendestlake High School, where
Suzi was a tireless worker for the School ScholprBbundation and the PTA. As
a result of her work, she was awarded an ‘Hono&ayvice Award’ by the school
and, shortly before her death, a newly-establisketblarship was set up in her
name. Many tributes came from friends and othérs knew her in this work. On a
personal note, Suzi was a life-long friend, onlgnfr school days, but also from
pony riding in Saltdean, a flatmate in London, nmdésmaid, and Godmother to
my daughter. After her parents moved from Hovédéayette in the early 80s to
be closer to Suzi and her family, Suzi would stéty ws whenever she came to the
UK. | travelled to the US on quite a number ofagions to see her. My last visit
was in August 1998.
I, like many others, miss her wit, her happy distfims, and above all her
friendship, which she maintained, despite the distathrough frequent and usually
lengthy telephone calls. She was an example #&l.us
Suzi is survived by her husband, son, and her mothe

Mary Cunliffe (Mrs Cole - SMH 1950-59)

NORA MAY BURDEN (Mrs Callow)

Nora was born in 1914 in Mengo Hospital, Kampale daughter of CMS
missionaries. For most of her schooldays she wasaeder at SMH, where she was
a contemporary of my mother Mary Wade (Mrs Bell).

After leaving school, Nora trained as an SRN atB&ttholomew's. She then
married and had two children, but sadly, she lcat first husband when the
children were very young. After his death she aanursing home in Devon for
some years, and later met and married a Devon faRamald Callow. They were
married for 25 years until his death.
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Nora then moved to Radstock, where she soon seéttléal the local church and
community. | first met her in 1967, and after tleath of my mother in 1973, Nora
became like a second mother to me.
Her final illness meant that Nora had to give up li@me, but her strong Christian
faith continued to sustain her throughout her ilistss. When | visited her, | was
struck by her peace and serenity.
Nora will be sadly missed, but she knew she wasgytm be ‘with Christ, which is
far better’. She leaves a son and daughter, foandghildren and one great-
grandchild, as well as two brothers.

Catherine Hives

PAT McCORMACK

Pat McCormack taught art at SMH from 1938-40. hie Association’s survey form
she returned in 1986, she gave her career detditslaws:

‘Art Teacher at St Mary’s Hall, Wrekin College, Tgove School Hindhead,

Huyton College and Badminton School. Tutor at Bafftademy of Art,

Corsham, and now, with friend and partner, runniigson Books -

publishing.’
Asked for other information about work, achievement, Pat wrote:

‘Bits and bobs - not worth talking about! Enclossaur Book List if it's of

any interest. We only publish original paperbackge ourselves printed our

first three books but as they were best sellerhadkto put the printing out!

We do not [doubly underlined!] publish fiction.’

Editor

Pat came to SMH as Art Mistress in 1938 - her fegaching post. She was a breath
of fresh air, an excellent teacher, coping with meat-of-date equipment. My
happiest hours were spent in the studio. Then damevar and we all scattered,
but we kept in touch.
Years later we lived in Bristol and my husbandaechitect, helped Pat and Anthea
buy two tumble-down cottages, which developed antovely studio and home, and
the birthplace of the Abson Press.
To comply with a request made by Pat some yeailgeathe poem ‘I am not
there’, was read at her funeral. Somehow it egéemjust how she felt.

Mary Chalmers (Mrs Scully)
VIRGINIA (Ginnie) REID

Ginnie came to SMH as a boarder in 1957 when heengs were posted to
Washington DC, and stayed until she had complesrdGCEs in 1959. After

leaving SMH, she went to secretarial college indam and subsequently worked
in advertising and the film industry. In Januar§6é Ginnie married William

Hoare, an officer in the Royal Air Force.

40



William’s service in the RAF took them to many pogs in the UK, as well as to

Canada. Their elder son James was born in 1968)@mthan two years later. The
family settled in Scotland in the early 1980s, &uth boys were educated there.
Ginnie was a keen gardener and particularly cukiva wide variety of heathers.
Sadly, she developed cancer, and died in June 5888, after the birth of her first

grand-daughter.

Despite the distances involved, we kept in toucty enanaged visits whenever |
was in the UK. Ginnie was a good friend for overty years, and | feel her loss
tremendously.

Anne Bearne(Mrs Bell - SMH 1955-59)
BRIGADIER DAME JEAN RIVETT-DRAKE, DBE

Jean Elizabeth Rivett-Drake, who was born on 18 1@D9, spent her early years
in Sussex, and was educated at SMH. Known as Bettyer friends (including
those from SMH), during her army career she acduine affectionate nickname
Puddleduck - a parody of her surname rather th@mament on her character!
Betty began her military career in the 1930s in Fivst Aid Nursing Yeomanry.
This was the nursing division of the Territorialndy, at that time the only military
career open to a women. She became a militangdéamd in 1940 transferred to
the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS).

During the war years transport was vital. Desplite often haphazard nature of
vehicles available, Betty’'s leadership and orgatiosal skills solved many
problems, and these qualities were quickly noticed1942 she was commissioned,
and by 1944, having been promoted to Captain, s inwolved in the D-day
landings.

Her company was the first ATS unit to land in Fynehere they worked tirelessly
round the clock, delivering ammunition, fuel antkathds of supplies. Despite the
pressures, ‘Puddleduck’ was renowned for showirsgtgcare for the drivers under
her command. She was mentioned in despatchesinah®45 was promoted to
second-in-command of the ATS North-West Europe @robor her services with
this group she was appointed MBE in 1947.

With post-war changes in attitudes to women officd8etty was accepted for a
regular commission. In 1949 she became Acting kieamt-Colonel, and in 1954
was posted to Singapore as Assistant Director,Heat Land Forces. At a time
when there was fighting in Malaya and much unneghe region, she commanded
almost 1000 women soldiers who fulfilled key taskpporting the British military
presence in the Far East.

1961 saw Betty back in England, where she was piexinm Brigadier, appointed
Director, WRAC, and honorary ADC to the Queen. &hght to widen the range
of trades and specialities open to women soldrexr,ganised WRAC deployment
world-wide, oversaw the establishment of new WR#dEracks at Guildford, and
established a WRAC museum.
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In May 1962 Betty returned to SMH as the Speech Bagst of honour. Miss
Conrady spoke of her as ‘an Old Girl of the Half, whose honours and
achievements we can feel justly proud’. Bettyumtrecalled that in her career she
had learned ‘to see so clearly what School andaitrgidoes for each one of us’.
She stressed the importance of standards, imposszhool days, but maintained
by determination and self-discipline in later lifen addition, she noted that a
readiness to serve others encouraged selflessmebdrought its own rewards. But
she emphasised too, the need for humour, enjoyarghenthusiasm, advising that
humour could smooth over many difficulties.
In 1964, the year of her retirement, Betty was émupd DBE and returned to her
home county of Sussex. Retirement is perhapsheatppropriate term, for she was
active in many areas of local life. In 1966 shegd Hove Council, and served as a
Councillor for 18 years, becoming Chairman of théu&tion Committee, and
serving on Policy and Housing Committees. In 18f& became the first woman to
be elected Mayor of Hove. She also became a &Paser Chairman of the Bench.
In this capacity she was part of a team which etkiCanada, in response to a
request from the Canadian government, to adviséherntroduction of a similar
justice system there.
From 1973-78 Betty was a lay member of the Pressn€lb and in 1983 was
appointed a Deputy Lieutenant for East Sussex. efnksupporter of Brighton
Youth Orchestra, she became its President, andilsa®Divisional President of the
Brighton and Hove Guides Association.
Tall and distinguished, a quick thinker, straigiikér and excellent organiser, Betty
was also legendary for the care she showed foethosund her - the women who
served under her command, and the local peoplewtittm she worked. After her
death, aged 90, in August 1999, many of those peeoliticians, magistrates,
Army personnel, local dignitaries and friends, @gnin a memorial service at All
Saints’ Church, Hove.
Editor
ELIZABETH ENID STOREY (Mrs Clark)

Elizabeth Enid Storey (later Mrs Clark), who diexbtl autumn aged 93, taught
English at St Mary's Hall in the 1930s. Later staeight at Roedean, and
subsequently in London, where her pupils includethdéésa Redgrave. In recent
years she had been living in the same nursing himmé/arminster as Alma
Smallpiece (Mrs Fosbery), and they had shared theiories of SMH.

PATRICIA WOOD (Mrs Vedast)
Don Campion, a long-standing friend of Patriciantghis tribute to her.

Patricia Wood was born in Cookham Dean, near HemteY hames on St Patrick’s
day 1907, and was educated at St Mary’s Hall. rAgaving school in 1924,

Patricia worked on a farm and as a nanny to rdiseftl0 needed to fund her
training as a nurse. She entered nursing in thly #830s at what was then the
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London Hospital, now the Royal London (a changenae she didn't like and
would never use!). In 1940, when the London Hadpitas bombed, Patricia
moved to the West Middlesex Hospital, only to benbed out again. A move to
the North Middlesex Hospital followed, but she wagain bombed out, forcing
another move, this time to Grovelands HospitalteAthe war, Patricia returned to
the North Middlesex Hospital, and worked there asVard Sister until her

retirement in the 1960s.

During the war she had married the Hospital Enginaed they survived together
to celebrate their Golden Wedding in 1994. A feanths later her husband died.
They had no children.

Patricia often remarked ‘Whatever did | need sugjoad education for? I'll never
know.” But her good education stood her in go@addtthroughout her life.

With a little watching over from her friends, shendved alone in her own home in
Edmonton, north London, still fending for herseiftil her death at the age of 92.

Don Campion

MILLENNIUM GIFT

During the late 1990s, a number of SMHA membergestgd that we should
present a Millennium Gift to the School. Thesepmsals were forwarded to Mrs
Sue Meek, and then discussed fully at the 1999 A&dé page 11).

Mrs Meek expressed a wish for a flagpole, whichnseeboth suitable and
affordable as an SMHA gift. It is hoped that pleagnpermission will be received
and this gift can be financed and delivered in tifme a grand inauguration on
Sunday 14 May, in conjunction with a Commemora®egvice in St Mark’s.

We need approximately £500 for the Millennium Giftich works out at less than
£1 for every SMHA member receiving this magazin@uily donations (cheques
payable to SMHA) to the Millennium Flagpole will lg¢adly received by Mrs Anne
Nelson, 15 Slindon Road, Worthing, W Sussex BN14.9L

Donors names will be inscribed in a book to be gmésd to the Hall so please
make sure we have all your details with your chedligank you.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

If you know any former pupil or member of staff nat present a member of
SMHA, please encourage them to join by sendingemjed, payable to SMHA, for
the current Life Membership subscription of £30Mos Anne Nelson, 15 Slindon
Road, Worthing, W Sussex BN14 9LJ.

Contributions to the Millennium Subscription Furtibald also be sent to Anne at
the above address. Any Old Girl, or SMHA membeowinows of an Old Girl,
who would like to join, but who is in straighteneidcumstances, may apply to have
her subscription paid by the fund.
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NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Please send all material for the Newsletter (asiclphotographs, news items,
births, marriages and deaths) to the Hon Editorrs Kim Cook, Cherry Trees,
Ingleden Park Road, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6NSartive before 1 November
each year. Please note that this deadline is atesab ensure that the Newsletter
reaches everyone in good time to advise them afioes and other meetings.
Financial Note: We apologise for the rather cramgtgte of this Newsletter which
is most definitely not as the Editors wanted it theat cost of printing the original 64
pages was prohibitive and rather than cut contentcut style. If you feel very
strongly about the loss of style, the Hon Treasweuld be delighted to receive
your contribution towards next year’s printing betigcost approx. £2 per copy.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

31 March Spring Concert, 7.30pm

13 May Grand Reunion Lunch and Back to the FuGetebration

14 May Commemorative Service and Millennium Fldgdedication
5 July Garden Party, 11am - 4pm

16 September SMHA AGM (4pm) followed by Reunion Seip

SMHA PRAYER

O God, who art everywhere present, look down in fiigycy on all those who have
gone forth from this school. Grant that by theénligf Thy divine inspiration and
the gifts of Thy bountiful providence they may flilThy purpose for them here on
earth and may attain at length to that blessed henegze they shall go no more out
but serve and praise Thee continually in Thy tesiplé¢hrough Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SCHOOL PRAYER

O God, by whose manifold grace all things work thgefor good to them that love
Thee, stablish, we pray Thee, the thing that Tremiverought in us, and make this
school as a field which the Lord hath blessed, Wiattsoever things are true, pure,
lovely and of good report, may here forever floréd abound. Preserve in it an
unblemished name, enlarge it with a wider usefdraesd exalt it in the love and
reverence of all its members, as an instrumenthgf dlory; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

This newsletter is published by the SMHA Cadttee on behalf of the St Mary's Hall
Association, c/o St Mary’s Hall, Eastern Road, Btan, Sussex BN2 5JF © SMHA 2000
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