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ST. MARY’S HALL ASSOCIATION 
SUMMER e-NEWSLETTER 

 

Please note that this information is confidential to SMH Association members only and should not be passed to anyone else.  If you have SMH 
friends who have not received this newsletter, ask them to contact smhaenquiries@gmail.com so that we can ensure that they are correctly 
registered, thereby keeping all members’ data protected. 

 

MMEESSSSAAGGEE  FFRROOMM  YYOOUURR  TTEEAAMM  
 

Dear Friends 
 

Summaries of the accounts of SMHA for the years of 2016 and 2017 have now been uploaded to 
https://www.smhassociation.org/administrative-team.php. Provided no queries which require review have been 
submitted by any member, both years will, on 30th September 2018, be considered to have been formally adopted 
by the Association. These steps have been taken as we have no formal General Meetings planned at this time for 
accounts to be adopted. If anyone has any questions please do not hesitate to contact: smhaenquiries@gmail.com  

 

Since the spring e-Newsletter much has happened! We have celebrated the 90th birthday of Miss Laura 
Bristol which comes along with the 30th anniversary of her retirement from teaching the vast majority of those who 
will be reading these words. Later in the news are some details of this occasion. 

 

The Team has also met, by Skype, late last month. Notes from this meeting may be accessed via this link: 
https://www.smhassociation.org/administrative-team.php. Following feedback in the Survey (more on this in a 
moment) this newsletter is changing slightly to include more links so that those who wish to access full information 
can find it and those who prefer a digest can get to the end faster  . Please be aware that to access our website 
you must log on (smhmember) and put in your password (elliott18362009) Once you have done this you can ask 
your device to save them and you will not need to do it again. You are requested, formally, not to share this 
information with anyone. Even those you know to be Old Girls or former staff, unless they have registered their 
details with us, are NOT entitled to access our confidential documents. Your co-operation is much appreciated. 

 

This is a good point at which to mention the General Data Protection Regulations which many of you will 
have been involved in recently. An enormous burden has been placed on organisations such as ours to comply with 
these new regulations. Penalties (including financial ones) apply for non-compliance. Accordingly the Team has 
created a document explaining how we comply with the requirements to keep YOUR data safe. It, too, can be 
accessed at https://www.smhassociation.org/administrative-team.php. We shall be reviewing the documentation on 
an ongoing basis and updating it should our views on our compliance change, or, indeed, should the regulations 
change! 

It is administrative matters such as this which preoccupy the five of us who ‘manage’ our Association on your 
behalf and I would like at this point to thank not only Sian, Lis, Sue and Jan for the immense support they provide 
(including reining in my wilder flights of fantasy!) but also to mention the assistance given by our families – who are 
not otherwise connected with SMHA but help us with tasks and also ‘bear with’ us when we are taken away from 
them in what should be leisure hours to “meet”; to read and respond to documents; to deal with banking and 
accounts; to update data; to maintain the website and Facebook and generally attend to all the things (many 
unseen) which you would soon miss if they weren’t there! Those of you who are members of the SMHA Virtual 
Common Room https://www.facebook.com/groups/SMHAclosed/* will have ‘met’ “Mr Lis” (Mike Eastham) “Mr 
Sian” (David Spencer) and “Mini me” (my daughter Charlie). There are more, of course, – the (Jan) Johnson family 
(and I’d better mention Sue’s feline family) who all put up with a lot; uncomplainingly, and we very much appreciate 
it.  We are still keen to be joined by one/two members to assist in the team’s work which will make it easier for each 
of us – 1/7 of the workload being less than 1/5!  

If you feel you could offer assistance please email smhaenquiries@gmail.com. 
*If you are not a member, why not click on the link and ask to be approved – it will happen very quickly. 

It has been a ‘staged withdrawal’ for Jane Watson (Amherst-Clark, 1963-71), who has continued to dispose 
of Trophies. We were delighted to present her with a Voucher for £40 as a small token of YOUR appreciation for all 
that she has done during her time on the committee/team and wish her well for her daughter’s wedding later this 
year. 

mailto:smhaenquiries@gmail.com
https://www.smhassociation.org/administrative-team.php
mailto:smhaenquiries@gmail.com
https://www.smhassociation.org/administrative-team.php
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Now to the Survey! 
20% of you responded to this which is an amazingly good response for a survey of an alumnae association 

with no ‘reward’ for completion. Thank you so much, everyone, for your participation. If you did not take part but, 
having read the questions and feedback**, now have comments you would like to make, please email 
smhaenquiries@gmail.com – we will be delighted to hear from you. We’re also happy to follow up further with 
those who did take part. 

 

Everyone who offered optional additional comments with criticisms or suggestions has been sent a response 
which at the very least has thanked them for their comments but hopefully has also offered assurance or remedies. 
In particular we have explained more about the website, as separate from social media (there was some confusion 
about whether one needed a presence on Facebook in order to access the website) and we have offered the e-
Newsletter in a variety of formats including ‘old’ Word (97-03) which although it loses some formatting does include 
the salient points. We still (thanks to our Printing Elves) send out a hard copy news-sheet once a year to 11 members 
who have no access to the internet. Since 2009 we have held to the principle that each member is equally important 
and that individual needs and wishes will, wherever possible, be supported. 

 

Understandably a number of you said that you were not very active because of family, work and other social 
commitments. All we (the Team) ask is that if this changes, please spare a thought to see if there is anything you 
could do to help us! Several comments about Reunions were received and details on this are in the Survey report, 
having been discussed at the Team meeting last month. Some things are outside our ability to control – we can’t 
create parking in Kemptown’s narrow streets, or offer it free of charge nearby; we can’t arrange a carol service at a 
time when no one else has a similar event; neither can we fund overnight Reunions or London events – BUT we can 
and will support any member such as the wonderful Micki Aston (Sheftell 1960-66) who stuck her head above the 
parapet and undertook to arrange a Reunion in Brighton on 2nd June (read on for her report/photo) 
**Here is the link to the full survey report: https://www.smhassociation.org/administrative-team.php. 

 

We’re most grateful to Jan, who compiled and then redrafted (several times!) the survey as we all kept 
having thoughts about how to ‘make it better’. She was ‘stood down’ from preparing the report on the outcomes in 
order to focus on another strand of work which we have been trying to finish for some months now, namely a list of 
those who are sadly no longer with us.  

The ‘button’ to this is near the foot of  https://www.smhassociation.org/find-a-friend.php 
Very best wishes 

 

 

 
Are you on this list? Or were you at school with: Saphy Ali, Razan Archer, Diana Kay (Badger), 
Rosemary Baker, Annabelle Doyle, Emma Turner (Drew), Alexandra Exley, Augustine Flint-
Hartle, Jackie Wood (Giles), Tina Johnson, Tricia Liddell, Donna Lui, Jenny  Pattinson, Lily 
Roystan or Lesley Shiu? Do you have a clue as to which years they were there? All these lovely 
ladies are on the database (and receiving this newsletter) but have not responded to requests for 
their "years at school" and we dearly wish to remedy this! 

ALSO 
Sheila Sormaz (Rivett) is seeking news of Jennifer Rose. Thought to be there from 1967 – 1972, leaving from V form. 

Please email smhaenquiries@gmail.com if you can assist with either of these requests for information. 

 Penny Harrison, (Titheradge, 1969-73) Team Manager SMHA  
smhaenquiries@gmail.com  /  07946772620 
on behalf of SMHA Management Team. 
 
Sian Spencer, (Williams, 1967-77) Finance Officer 

Lis Eastham, (Ferguson, 1969-76) Social Media & 100 Club  Admin. 

Sue McDonagh, (1969-76)  Website Administrator 

Jan Johnson, (Launchbury, 1977-84)  Memorabilia & Special Projects 

mailto:smhaenquiries@gmail.com
https://www.smhassociation.org/administrative-team.php
https://www.smhassociation.org/find-a-friend.php
mailto:smhaenquiries@gmail.com
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Miss Bristol’s Birthday! 
We sent, on your 
behalf, a hand 
made greetings 
card with all your 
messages#, an 
orchid  and…   

 
 …a £30 garden 
centre gift voucher. 

 

Also a Wicker Hamper with 
presentation lid & satin 
ribbon,  containing Vanilla 
Truffles,  Chocolates, Fruit 
Crisps, Flapjack, Fruit Jellies 

Dark Chocolate Shortbread, Forest Feast 
Golden Berries, Sweet Potato Crisps and 
Coffee Bags with a Gift Card. 
#Her card can be seen if you click on: 
https://www.smhassociation.org/the-
vault.php  

 

 

 

Finally, we donated a magnificent 
£75.66  in her name to 
https://www.bookaid.org/ 
Miss Bristol has written* to say: 
"What can I say? I am absolutely 
overwhelmed by the generosity of 
SMHA. "Thank you" seems too mild 
an expression. 
It was lovely to see the names of so 
many people on the cards almost 60 
years after I first came to SMH.  
The Certificate of Donation was also a 
lovely idea so a BIG thank you to 
everyone” 

Laura Bristol. 
*(the full text of her letter has been 

reproduced in the VCR) 

  

The First and Last 
We wanted to say a special hello to these Old Girls, still happily networking with us, who had to leave SMH when it 
closed for the War in 1939. Diana Collier (Talbot), Cecile Edgley (Cooper), (Betty Sharp (March), Denise (Norah) 
Wilkin, Vivien Thompson (Greenyer) and Margaret McCall (Jones). It's wonderful to have you with us and we are 
always happy to hear from you! 
It's also a great honour to have so many Old Girls as members who also had to leave SMH when the school suddenly 
and sadly closed in 2009. We really do understand what a stressful time this was for you and it makes it all the more 
special that so many of you want to 'associate' with us.  
Thank you to Lara Alexander, Amelia Balthazor, Mollie Bower, Sophie Bowles, Madison Brown, Emma Burgess, 
Rosalind Caldwell, Gigi (Wing Chee) Chan, Yan Chan, Lola-Rose Chesney, Claudia Ching, Alice Collick, Giulietta 
Constantini, Alice & Bryony Doick, Sophie Ebeling, Jasmine Elbaccush, Katy Feek, Sarah Flatt, Clare Fowlie, Tayler 
Gilbert, Lilli Greening, Abigail & Bethane Harland, Eva Howells, Briony Keir, Sondus Khan, Jasmine Kilpatrick, 
Christina Kim, Ella & Olivia L'Etang, Mizzy Legendre, Kary Leung, Rosie Lloyd, Ellianna & Jasmeena Manville, Kate 
McCarthy, Rosie Moss, Lily Anneva King (Oakley), Anna Owen, Ven Paldano, Char Drew (Patching), Danielle 
Phillips, Lila Rose (Rosenberg), Katie Alexandra Sanderson, Annie Satinet-Holmes, Kate Shove, Laura Still, Claire 
Stokes, Zoe Stubbs, Kim Style, Ellis Ward, Hannah Watts, Emily Wertrans, Stella Wyeth, Yoyo Yik and Amelia 
Young for staying in touch. We'd love your news and stories about your lives now, nearly ten years on! Please send 
them in to smhaenquiries@gmail.com 

 

If you want to be in it (and you need to be in it to win it  ) then drop Lis  Eastham a 
message or email her:  smha100club@gmail.com (please note change of email address) 

Members pay £12 a year per entry into the 100 Club and each month 50% of the ‘pot’ is 
paid out in prizes. 

The first prize (this year) pays out more than one annual entry! 
 

Payment is by BACS and winnings are paid straight into your bank account. Lis will ask for those details and explain 
how to pay when you contact her. 
 
Winners (since spring e-Newsletter): 

May 2018 
1st Diana Markham £13.20 
2nd Daphne Bonner £8.80 

June 2018 
1st Lis Eastham £13.20 
2nd Margaret Ellis £8.80 

July 2018 
1st Margaret Ellis £13.20 
2nd Robina Methven £8.80 

https://www.smhassociation.org/the-vault.php
https://www.smhassociation.org/the-vault.php
https://www.bookaid.org/
mailto:smhaenquiries@gmail.com
mailto:smha100club@gmail.com
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MEMORABILIA 
If you would like to order any of the items advertised on https://www.smhassociation.org/buy-smh-
memorabilia.php , please contact Jan Johnson: smhasales@gmail.com – please note new email address. She will let 
you know how to pay and then fulfil your order. The bonus of looking on this page of the website is the brilliant 
‘page topper’ which is “The Loos”! 

 
LONG SCHOOL PHOTOS are available as downloads from the website at £3 per download.  
Check out https://www.smhassociation.org/gallery.php then email smha100club@gmail.com with details of the 
one(s) you would like. They are superb as downloads – really clear and able to be magnified to show you and your 
friends in all your glory! 

  

NNooww,,  aa  qquuiicckk  wwoorrdd  aabboouutt  ffiinnddiinngg  yyoouurr  ffrriieennddss!!  

MMaannyy  ooff  tthhee  eennqquuiirriieess  wwee  ggeett  ––  pprroobbaabbllyy  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ––  aarree  wwhheetthheerr  wwee  aarree  ssttiillll  iinn  ttoouucchh  wwiitthh……aanndd  8800%%  ooff  tthhee  ttiimmee  

tthhee  aannsswweerr  iiss  YYEESS,,  tthheeyy  aarree  oonn  tthhee  ddaattaabbaassee  aatt  https://www.smhassociation.org/find-a-friend.php . 
So although we are ALWAYS happy to help it would save you (and us) time and trouble if you looked there first. 

If you cannot remember how to log on details are scattered throughout this newsletter, and if you are unsure about 
how to interrogate a spreadsheet VERY detailed instructions, with screenshots are on the same page. 

So have a read first then (we would suggest) download the database and see who’s there  

 

NEWS 
Some of this will be familiar to those who network in the SMHA Virtual Common Room (VCR) 

But many new items are included!!! 
The inaugural “Virtual Common Room Reunion”, organised by Micki Aston (Sheftell, 1960-66) on Saturday 2nd June 
2018 was a resounding success, as one would expect of anything organised and attended by Old Girls! A picture is 
worth 1000 words so here are some of those who were present, including Lindsey Milton (Bradbury, 1962-66),  
Alison Herga (Edmonds, 1963-70), Heather Wright (Stevens 1961-66), Susan McDonagh (1969-76), Susanne Rea 
(Nicholls, 1956-61), Sian Spencer (Williams, 1967-77), Jane Fowlie (Badger, 1965-72), Jean Ellis (1954-63), Penny 
Barnes (Ryall/Hunt 1957-61), Marilyn Colman (Johnstone, 1963-70),  Angelica Meletiou (1957-63) and Virginia 
Craig (Jackson 1961-66). Sincere thanks to Micki for all her hard work organising this. Here’s to the next one! Many 
more photos are at  https://www.smhassociation.org/latest-news.php and in the Gallery (Reunions page) 

 
Virginia, Angelica, Susan, Alison, Sian, Heather and 
Lindsey (holding the about-to-be-autographed SMHA 
Tea Towel! Only one tea towel remains unsold so if you 
would like to own it email smhaenquiries@gmail.com  
£6 incl. UK p&p – what a bargain. Going, going… 

In May, in advance of the Marina lunch, there was 
a smaller affair hosted by  

Penny Barnes (Ryall/Hunt 1957-61)  
with guests Susanne Rea (Nicholls 1956-61)  

and Margaret Cook (Rawlings 1958-62) 

 

Hopefully the undoubted success of the Marina lunch will lead to more gatherings – indeed so many were held in 
June news we have had to hold some over for the autumn e-Newsletter. Please do let us know if you meet up 
with a group of your friends (or even with just one!) and send in a photo  We LOVE photos! 

https://www.smhassociation.org/buy-smh-memorabilia.php
https://www.smhassociation.org/buy-smh-memorabilia.php
mailto:smhasales@gmail.com
https://www.smhassociation.org/gallery.php
mailto:smha100club@gmail.com
https://www.smhassociation.org/find-a-friend.php
https://www.smhassociation.org/latest-news.php
mailto:smhaenquiries@gmail.com%20%20£6
mailto:smhaenquiries@gmail.com%20%20£6
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Speaking of gatherings, one of our 1953 leavers told us, in her Survey responses, that she would like to think 
about meeting up with friends who left around the same time as her but wonders if there will be interest… 

So I am writing this to ask! 
Ladies – you know who you are – who left SMH in the early 1950s, would you like to contact   

smhaenquiries@gmail.com if you might be interested in being ‘put together’  
in a little email group with others who feel the same? 

You could then network amongst yourselves to see if there is a venue/date which some of you could get to. 
We would be happy to help any way we can in exchange for photos and a write-up  

 

Definitely not “uniform memories”, but many “memories of the uniform”! 
An innocent remark in the Virtual Common Room about the colour of school uniform & ‘school ties’, by Jan Johnson 
led to a frenzy of enquiries and comments about when we wore what! Contributors to what can only be referred to 
as a ‘heated debate’ (it was one of the warmest of our summer days so far, too) included debate on the colour which 
eventually concluded that the colour by the mid 60s was Petrol Blue and that ties were phased out by 1968, finishing 
with Prefects and VI form only wearing them (Tricia Searl, (Swalwell, 1961-67) supplied this piece of the jigsaw).  
Juliet Rose (O’Hea, 1961-67) put it to bed by adding that she had worn one in Transition. Berets, which had replaced 
hats by 1969, were by the early 70s for Church only and had disappeared altogether by 77. Sue Burroughes (Anker, 
1960-64) weighed in (backed up by Angelica Meletiou (1957-63)):  “When I came to SMH in 59, my mother bought 
me the complete navy blue uniform consisting of ‘gym slip’ style dress with white shirt and striped tie in house 
colours*, navy blue blazer, navy blue gabardine mac, navy blue felt hat with house colour ribbon trim and best of all, 
navy blue ankle length cloak with house colours hood lining. In the summer, a Panama hat rather than the felt one 
and white gloves rather than navy. Then, the whole uniform was changed in about ‘62 to the petrol blue colour. 
Striped open necked shirts, horrid scratchy skirts, a suit with boxy jacket and straight skirt for Sundays and exeats 
worn with the same striped shirts. I believe we had grey macs but kept the navy blue cloaks and those awful navy 
shorts/split skirts for games. The Panama hats stayed for summer but the navy hats were binned in favour of berets. 
In the summer we had striped, full skirted shirtwaister type dresses and, again, one could choose from a selection of 
colours. We wore those with petrol blue blazers. Always brown shoes - indoor and outdoor. My biggest regret on 
leaving SMH is that my mother sold my beloved cloak.....I loved it!” 
Then our Virtual Historian (fount of all knowledge) Kim Cook (Kimmins, 1956-60) chipped in: “How different uniform 
was for all you youngsters! It sounds so much nicer and more comfortable. Ties were still obligatory for me. We wore 
uniform white shirts, cotton poplin in summer with a slightly heavier fabric for winter that was never quite white, 
more creamy colour. On weekdays we wore a gym-slip/tunic (dark navy). On Sundays and for any outings or exeats, 
we wore a navy suit, sometimes known as a costume! Buttoned jacket, with a row of three small buttons on each 
cuff, and straight skirt, with a box pleat on each side of the front, stitched to half-way down the thigh, so there was 
minimum possibility for skirts blowing up in the wind! In the summer juniors wore cotton check dresses with collars 
and short sleeves. Juniors wore short white socks in summer, and knee length fawn ones in winter, while seniors 
wore lisle stockings that had a tendency to wrinkle. We had to have a navy blue cardigan, as well as a navy blue 
blazer with a badge that involved house colours, as did the tie. This had a navy background, with diagonal stripes of 
gold and house colour in different widths. Winter velour hats and summer panamas had bands with the same 
colours, indicating house. *The House colours were red for Elliott, yellow for St Hilary, and purple for Babington. Day 
girls had two houses, Bristol and Chichester. (Judith Barrington (1948-61)) confirmed blue for Bristol and green for 
Chichester). Also (at a later date) Adelaide – orange. The scarf was a long knitted one in navy blue, with gold 
horizontal bands at each end, and a sparse woollen fringe. For gym we had white Aertex shirts and rather baggy navy 
blue knickers, worn over our standard white ones, while for outdoor sports we wore navy shorts. Some of the 
regulation shorts had two rows of 3 large visible buttons on the front, which allowed a central flap of fabric to fold 
down. This was because the waist wasn't elasticated, so it was necessary to open the waist band. Also obligatory 
were 2 pairs of black outdoor lace-up shoes, and 2 pairs of black slip-ons, known as house shoes, a long winter coat 
or a cloak.  In 1956 nylons were allowed for the first time, thanks to HRH the Princess Royal (who disliked lisle and 
commanded that none was to be seen when she visited!), and we finally ditched those dreadful lisle stockings.  
Shannon O’Neill (-97) added to our knowledge of more recent times by telling us that “The shirt changed in the late 
1980s from a plain blue and white stripe to a pattern stripe various blue shades (including petrol, teal and airforce) 
which was unique to SMH. There is still a bit of overlap and in the mid-90s there were still girls in the upper school, 
and their younger sisters, still wearing the old style blouse. When choir performed publicly in 1992 there was quite a 
lot of borrowing of blouses to make sure everyone had the same new style. It was also in the late 1980s the summer 
dress for senior school girl was phased out, not sure if this was deliberate or whether it was no longer thought 

mailto:smhaenquiries@gmail.com


6 
 

fashionable for teenagers.  The summer dress for juniors adopted a new pattern. In c1993, and after a hard fought 
campaign by the School Council the cloak was replaced by a navy duffel coat or for older girls an (utterly gorgeous , 
stylish and mature looking) long navy coat. I think our campaign focused on the falling risk whilst wearing a cloak, 
but to be honest we just hated them. Lilly Nicholson (Chester, 1994-99) describes “No ties, open necked blouses and 
grey pleated skirt. An air force blue jumper and petrol blue blazer.” 
One final memory – It’s a corker! Kim: “For leavers, there was, for a while, a tradition of throwing hats out of the 
train window as the train crossed the Thames just before Victoria station. It was seen as a final act of defiance after 
years of regimentation. In maybe '58 or '59, Connie learned of this and the practice was stamped on very firmly.” 
 
Do you remember the school in the years 1977-83? If so you will recognise some of the Girls in these lovely photos 
shared by Sally Edelsten-Collins in the VCR. They include: Annabel Wates (Rogerson), Melanie Morrison, Rachel 
Manger (Hardacre), Teresa Griffiths (Waters) and Liz England (Hodgson) as being with her, as well as Pippa 
Considine (who will not have seen them yet as she is not in the VCR *nudge*!) Also mentioned were Ruth 
McLaughry, Rowena Waters, Charlotte d'Silva, Wendy Moffat, Anna Laverack, Sue Rogers, Julia Cooper and 
Catherine Fen Smith ALL of whom are “missing”. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to find some of them?  

(Not all are pictured below as space prevents us from including all Sally’s photos) 
How lovely to see ‘Hilary’ as the backdrop to this…And ‘the wall’ and our dear old School in this one. 

 

  

Sally’s photo prompted Diane White (Hudson, 1971-
78) to post a lovely photo of ‘her gang’ at a lunch in 
Lewes a couple of years ago. The sad thing is how few 
have reconnected with us – but we live in hope  

Diane Hudson, Nicky Sautter, Sarah Howell, 
Caroline Keeling, Joanna Greenwood, 

Lucinda Morrison, Lindsey Collins 

 

Angelica Meletiou and 
Carol Brace (Parker, 

1958-64) 
Angelica and Carol met up 

over the May Bank 
Holiday w’end near 
Angelica’s home in 
Wales. They hadn't seen 
each other for 55 years. 
Carol said “There wasn't 
enough time to talk 
about everything as my 
poor husband would 
have died of boredom, 
so we hope to meet 
again later in the year.  
It was lovely. All thanks 
to you and the Team!”  
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Readers will remember the lovely B&W photo Bridget Sudworth (Last 1960-63) sent us, which we published in 
spring. The correspondence arising from this prompted a wonderful memoire from Bridget which popped into my 
inbox in May. She would love to be back in touch with more contemporaries. We are gently encouraging her to dip 
her toe into Facebook in order to network with the 24+ of her era who are already there but meanwhile we would 
love to hear from those of the early 60s in response to this Life Snapshot. 
“In July 1963 we said farewell rather tearfully on the steps of Babington House, knowing most of us might never 
meet again but excited to think the time had come at last when we could spread our wings.  And that was just the 
house members.  Probably there had been a send-off the day before from Miss Conrady and staff but that one does 
not come to mind. 
Now, being in my 73rd year, I am bound to reflect on what has happened to all those girls with whom endless 
experiences were shared; where are they, what happened to them, how are they now?  The school, as a school, has 
gone – strange to think about in some ways as it seemed a very rooted place on its prominent, lofty site and had had 
many years to hone its well-tried traditions.  But many events get in the way to prevent private schools being 
continuously viable and sadly, SMH has suffered like so many others.  Nevertheless, we are still around (well, most of 
us) though older and perhaps definitely wiser, I dare to think! 
After leaving school, I went to Art College in London for 5 years in total but was married during my fifth year.  
Richard and I have recently celebrated our 50th anniversary so that was one good move.  I went into teaching and 
had some very interesting and challenging teaching posts over a 22 year period before quitting and becoming 
practice manager for Richard’s dental practice.  We moved about a bit between north Herefordshire and Bristol and 
are now living in Somerset near to family.  
We have two married sons and 5 grandchildren, the oldest being nearly 26 and the youngest 10. They are a life 
force; fantastic and intriguing company whenever we get to see them. 
Life has been richly rewarding and even if I fall off my perch tomorrow, I know I have had a good bite of the cherry.  
SMH contributed hugely to so many aspects of adult life not least the team spirit and a sense of identity and place in 
the world but also personally equipping me with the ability to teach myself.  History is a passion (never thought I 
would be thankful to the nicotine haired Mrs Lawrence but I am!) and Geography even more so (dear Miss Farmer 
with her smiling face), but the stately Mrs Hora gave me a great interest in Biology which has given me a glimmer of 
understanding in one or two scientific things which would otherwise be way beyond me!  Miss West as Art teacher 
was quietly inspiring and very encouraging.  Music and particularly singing (Miss Hauser) have been a constant love 
and my family complain about my diction (Mrs Bell for elocution) saying I sound like the Queen but it has been useful 
to understand the Power of the Pause when confronted with a classroom of teenage boys!  Other passions have 
replaced art in my life to some extent though that is always there; I am a gardener and National Trust volunteer at 
Stourhead and have been a keen and dedicated dog owner for 25 years. 
I am very glad to say that although intermittent, I am still in touch with Tina Challacombe, Roz Williams and Anna 
Crowe (nee Cocks, Reid and Crowley).  I think we are all hitting the same 50th wedding anniversary this year or next. 
I suspect I should go on to Facebook and join the SMHA Virtual Common Room to find out lots more about former 
school friends than can be reproduced in a newsletter.  However, I find it difficult to put to one side my basic 
suspicions of ‘going public’.  Clearly, I am a Luddite!  But my curiosity still abounds!  Where is everybody else in this 
tumultuous time?  Life was certainly easier when we were young, but I would say that, wouldn’t I?” 

Bridget Sudworth 
 

 
Zoë Stubbs 2004-09 
‘in front of’ HVE! 

Despite updates to our website happening on at least a monthly basis, one comment 
which cropped up several times in the Survey was “I looked at it once to check it out, 
but have not been back”.  A couple of months ago after I had spent the morning looking 
at Survey feedback I popped into the Common Room for a rest and saw a post from the 
lovely Patricia Blunt (staff, 1988-95) saying “Did you ladies know that there is a 
Brighton bus named Henry Venn Elliott? I can’t believe I haven’t seen it before”  
It was easy to be seen from reactions to her post that although Patricia knew about it, 
many Girls were unaware that we have a whole article about the HVE and the George 
Basevi buses, in our Items of Interest and Past News!!! 
https://www.smhassociation.org/the-vault.php 
http://history.buses.co.uk/history/fleethist/461he.htm - details of HVE bus. 
http://history.buses.co.uk/history/fleethist/453gb.htm details of GB bus. 

https://www.smhassociation.org/the-vault.php
http://history.buses.co.uk/history/fleethist/461he.htm
http://history.buses.co.uk/history/fleethist/453gb.htm
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SEEKING ANYONE WHO MAY REMEMBER CAROL STONE 1978-79 
Former member of staff Patricia Blunt (1988-96) posted a message in the Common Room on 25th June. It read 
"Yesterday my son Paul met the daughter of a former girlfriend. Her mother was an American girl who spent two 
years as a pupil at SMH, around 1978. She returned to America, married and had 3 children but, as a very young 
mother, was killed in a car accident. Her daughter Megan, visiting here at the moment, wondered if anyone 
remembers her. Her name was Carol Stone". We elicited from Patricia that the American family lived close to Patricia 
and family in the late 1970s and had two daughters who went to SMH, Barb and Carol. Patricia only found out 
recently that Carol had been her son's first girlfriend! Anyhow, we got sleuthing and soon found out that Carol had 
been a keen swimmer and all round sporty person as these snippets from the 1978 and 1979 newsletters show.  

  

Lots of you are named 
in these extracts – 
surely someone 
remembers Carol? If 
you do, it is not too late 
to tell us what you can 
recall of her to pass on 
to her daughter. We 
also contacted as many 
contemporaries as we 
could from that era. 

Alison Grimston (Pile) contacted her sister Helen who was in the same year to see what she could remember and 
Caroline Hearne (Simmons) recalled being in the same year as Carol’s sister Barb.; as did Kate Sherwood (Taylor) 
but no one seems to have a direct recollection of Carol herself. 
With help from Caroline, we managed to find Carol on the 1978 school 
photo and were able to show Megan her Mum at SMH. (see ‘right’) 
Sally Edelsten Collins was thoroughly enthused at the images which we 
posted from the website into the VCR (the website Gallery really is an 
amazing resource) naming Chris Laxton, Lesley Maiden (Herbert), Melissa 
Earle (Royle), Sally Golding (Tearle), Jo-Anne Wilkinson (Galbraith), 
Elizabeth England (Hodgson), Teresa Griffiths (Waters), Pippa Considine, 
Benice Dean Gross (Rents), Sooty Benton (Pearn), Jan Johnson 
(Launchbury), Charlotte Cockroft (Temple), Rachael Manger (Hardacre),  
Also:- Elisabeth Holcomb, Jackie Buck, Amanda & Jo Vokins, Heidi Rousse, Ann Tristram, Catherine Holt, Joanna 
Blacklock, Wendy Moffat, Amelia Manzi, Sue Standing, Jo Boddington, Suzanna Appleton, Ruth McLaughlin and Lorna 
Bell! (These are Old Girls who have not reconnected with us…yet) 
  
 

What a time you have all been having – reunions all over the 
place!  
 
Several of your encounters have been held over for the autumn e-
Newsletter but I had to squeeze this one in as it depicts the 80th 
birthday of an Old Girl often mentioned by us because of her sister 
who founded “Biba”.  
Olivia Gordon (Nedeham Browne 1950-55) and Helen Cook met up 
with birthday girl Beatrice Hulanicki in June and here they are to 
prove it! 

 
(Beatrice, left, Olivia, centre and Helen right)  
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Judith Patten M.B.E. (1950-60) sent in some great photos of ‘Her Girls’ - identified in this photo as:  
(back row l to r)  Mary Cole (Cunliffe), Lamorna “Morny” Pritchett (Pike), Mariota Gresty (Fardell), Judith, and 
Janet Dunnett (Strachan);  (front row l to r) Anne Valentine (Bethell), Patricia de Juanes (Doswell) (who flew over 
from Madrid for the event), Jill Soundy (Steiner), Suzy Duncan, and Amanda Jones (Hobson).   
 

 
 

Anne V. wrote “On a lovely warm day at the beginning of June, ten friends met in Portsmouth to visit The Mary Rose 
and then to enjoy lunch. We were all at SMH in the same class from 1950 to 1960, sadly five others from the group 
were unable to join us, but we raised a glass to “absent friends”. 
We try and meet once a year, different venues, mainly in the South of England as only one person is up north. We 
have visited cathedrals, Salisbury, Winchester and Chichester, The Law Courts and a visit to the Poppy factory was 
planned but sadly fell through.  We do try to add a little “education” to our visits!” 
Judith added “Sadly this year, for a variety of reasons, Nicola Bennetts (Bruton), Susan  Walker (Foxy Reynolds), 
Carole Williams (Bartlett), Louise Crawford, Rosemary Tyron and Anne Slaughter (Milly Martin) were not able to 
join us. 
(Those in italics unfortunately not reconnected with SMHA.  Years-at-school all in 1950s so not repeated) 
 

 

Left: Morny, Jill, 
Mary and Janet 
poring over a 
1959 long school 
photo. Amanda 
(standing) is 
wondering where 
on earth she is 
on the photo… 

On the right is their near 
contemporary Heather 
Johnson under the Blue 
Plaque! Knowing of my 
great fondness for these 
shots, Heather popped 
down from her home 
near Glasgow in June just 
to pose for it. Or so I 

choose to believe   
 

Connections:  
 

A recent reconnection – Susie Frank (1981-83), was greeted by Marguerite Oxley (Cook 1980-84). They found that 
they have children at the same school and are sure (now) to have a ‘school gates’ reunion. Marguerite commented 
that she had found near contemporary Heloise Prus (Overshott 1987-89) through their boys being in the same 
primary class. She was astonished to see, in a recent e-Newsletter, mention of Kathy Howard (1967-76), whom she 
sees at work. Kathy is not an habituée of the Common Room so unfortunately missed all this  
 

POT POURRI  
 

You may recall the news, earlier this year, of the publication of Jean Ellis’ book, “Goodbye Burma” We’re delighted 
to report that it has now been shortlisted/showcased for this summer's People's Book Prize. We wish Jean every 
success. If you have read the book (or perhaps I should naughtily suggest even if you haven’t) why not go to  

https://peoplesbookprize.com/books-categories/fiction/ and vote for it? Information about the author, her book and 
of course how to purchase a copy is available at https://www.goodbyeburma-book.com/ 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fpeoplesbookprize.com%2Fbooks-categories%2Ffiction%2F&h=ATN5ZJLC4iCqlJlGe8z3Kl4W1qjJbeef5AFXkd5-L2DX7Uik5fVSCjnpzQ4nFg28dWd_I1iPPuR_5WXCTId0fbeMUklenjwTDK4NCAaGW7ZXFsbnm6Ys5dwf7YvPvDgzazJQnr2UbGw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.goodbyeburma-book.com%2F&h=ATOV-KBWvsEdVEIzzddVzOc38Wb-PBdxIU7A_YfixdyRV9fPMrK_Bql6_6rypcN18uV3pN7CcumFi7WAVt7HuwtVvlmPVOBo3L8rKRG0YCVN41KOejiCorOWeeJzLdlNvzwlAqw
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Many of you share my interest in social history so I thought I would tell you about some communication I had during 
June. I was contacted  through the website by a lady called Jacqueline Williams who wrote: “My great-grandmother 
was a pupil at St Mary's Hall. She was Caroline Eliza Sanderson (b. 4 Nov 1841) in Wellingborough, Northants. Her 
father Rev Thomas Sanderson (1801-1868) studied at Lincoln College Oxford and was in 1823 elected headmaster of 
Wellingborough Grammar School.  He was made vicar of Great Doddington in 1852 and held three curacies. He died 
at Great Doddington in 1868. From St. Mary's Hall she went to Mrs Harrison's Finishing School, Hall Place, St. John's 
Wood in London. She married an engineer/inventor Alexander Charles Baddeley Moffatt. They had 7 sons and one 
daughter (in that order!). My grandfather was their 5th son. Caroline Eliza's eldest half-brother Rev Robert E. 
Sanderson (1820-1913) was headmaster at St. Andrew's School Bradfield (now Bradfield College) and Lancing College 
(1861-1889); and Prebendary (1868) Chichester Cathedral; Residentiary Canon & Vicar of Holy Trinity Hastings 
(1889), Vicar of St Michael's Brighton, 1898.” She did not think Caroline Eliza was sent to St. Mary’s with the thought 
she might become a governess but rather because it was probable that her father knew HVE and thought Caroline 
would get an exceptional education for its time.  She asked me whether we could find out the dates that she entered 
and left the school. Also if sisters Jane Sanderson (7 Feb 1840); and Annie Baddeley Sanderson (2 Sep 1843) were at 
the school. 
I was able to respond that I had looked at the first registers (which luckily for me have been transcribed as the later 
ones are handwritten and try the eyes, especially in the evening!)  
Entry 414 reads Sanderson Jane 11 January 23 1851 Father Revd J Sanderson (presumably mother) Eliza Sanderson 
Wellingboro Northampton and Entry 415 Sanderson Caroline Eliza 9 March 11 1851. I was able to send images of the 
registers and also, thanks to Lis Eastham having sourced and uploaded them, the 1851 census including both girls.  
Jacqueline was delighted! We are often asked about ‘old Old Girls’ and our registers are an invaluable resource. 
 
Margaret Ellis, 1967-75, responded to Jane Watson (spring e-Newsletter item “English is fun”) reminding us that 
“When I was in Transition, at SMH, we had the saying: “Margaret, while Jane had had had had had had had had had 
had had a better effect on the teacher.”(more easily comprehended when written: “Margaret, while Jane had had 
"had", had had "had had"; "had had" had had a better effect on the teacher) Can anyone better eleven in a row??? 
 

Newsletters! We are missing THREE post-war newsletters: 1965, 1988 and 2004. 
If anyone reading this has a copy of any of these which she could either scan or post to me to scan and 
return I would be eternally grateful!  
Susan McDonagh advised me to have a quick squint at the Centenary Edition (1936) on the website page 
https://www.smhassociation.org/newsletters.php and ever obedient I did so. The item she was drawing my 
attention to was a poem written by "Our Suffragette" Violet Friedlaender to commemorate the Centenary but 
actually I found the whole newsletter absolutely FASCINATING. I commend any/all of the documents on our fab 
website to you but I urge, really urge you to log on and read 1936's newsletter.  
 

 

CAROL SERVICE, ST MARY’S CHURCH, KEMPTOWN, 16th DECEMBER 2018, 5 p.m.. 

Full details in autumn e-Newsletter 

 

If you have any problems please email smhaenquiries@gmail.com  

Website: http://www.smhassociation.org 

Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Hall-Association/265334070191137 

Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/SMHAclosed/ 

Contact Address: 1 Welburn Close, Ovingham, Northumberland NE42 6BD 

Contact phone: 07946 772620   

Please use address/phone only if email will not serve your purpose  Thank you! 

https://www.facebook.com/susan.mcdonagh.5?fref=gs&dti=795782823826087&hc_location=group
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smhassociation.org%2Fnewsletters.php&h=ATPpVnbDisAAq2XK-QfzSfc9K4CE2DbSZ0me9mMehF1p2F8Fx8VCndKnAwJXypT76ldBiLM2R51bi2_zjc1mAeQvBb9Dj3rY5Px9HOM5WcHG6XU_F9b22v3MkF3MaI0WsEehhzM
mailto:smhaenquiries@gmail.com
http://www.smhassociation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Hall-Association/265334070191137
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Hall-Association/265334070191137
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SMHAclosed/

