
 

ST. MARY’S HALL ASSOCIATION 
OCTOBER 2016 e-LETTER 

 
Dear Friends 
 
Just a couple of days late, this will be an extra long newsletter as so much has to 
be reported since the last newsletter.  Firstly, you are probably aware that the 
committee had received no nominations for the roles of Chair and Secretary at the 
date for close of nominations after Olive and Virginia had decided to stand down 
from the General Meeting.  This meant that the Association would be unable to 
form a Committee going forward under the terms of the Constitution so we had to 
come up with a solution.  After a lot of papers being drawn up, discarded, re-
written and distributed, we arrived at a Proposal to form an Administrative Team 
to take the Association into the future (no, not Back to the Future!) and this was 
taken to the General Meeting for approval.  In the last few days before the meeting 
Liz Pile sent me an email with a number of excellent small amendments to the 
financial elements of the wording of the Proposal.   
 
The Proposal, with the various amendments suggested by Liz, was accepted by the 
Meeting and by email votes – and can I thank all of you, too numerous to mention, 
who emailed me with your votes and comments which were all noted for the 
record!  This document will now be called the SMHA Terms of Reference and 
replaces the Constitution and the Roles and Responsibilities documents.  It is also 
attached with this newsletter, and the last minute amendments from Liz are shown 
in blue. 
 
So, we are now an Administrative Team.  Diana Markham 1969-73 (Finance 
Officer) and I (Editor) continue from the committee; Penny Harrison (Titherage 
1969-73) has returned as the Manager; Lis Eastham (Ferguson 1969-76), who has 
been ably administrating our social media face together with Penny for the last 
couple of years, will be the Social Media Administrator; Susan McDonagh 1969-76 
has come on board as the Website Administrator; and finally, Sian Spencer 
(Williams 1967-77) has joined us as a Team Member.  I feel like the oldie here as I 
was at SMH from 1963-71, and was then Jane Amherst-Clark.  We are tentatively 
making plans for moving the Association forward so watch this space!  One of the 
first things we have to try is a conference call by Skype as we are all scattered 
around the country and Lis lives in France.  More to come in future e-letters. 
 
The General Meeting and lunch was held in the Spen Cala Pavilion at the Hove 
County Cricket ground.  A delightful venue overlooking the cricket pitch, and 
thanks go to Olive Ridge for finding it.  The business part of the meeting was 
carried out without any objections and the new Terms of Reference were 
accepted.  Jackie Riley (Rogers 1975-85) told us that her two daughters now 
attended Roedean with an SMH bursary, and that the ethos of SMH continued to be 
instilled into the girls.  She said how grateful she was that this culture continued 
today.  The retiring members of the Committee were presented with book tokens, 
and Sue Meek and Olive Ridge were presented with beautiful bouquets by way of 
thanks for all their work in support of and on behalf of the Association.  Since the 
meeting, we have also written to the three retired Headmistresses who were Hon 
Vice presidents under the old Constitution, to thank them for all that they have 
done for the Association and the support that they have given over the years that 
they have been involved with SMH. 
 
A few photos …… 
 



 
Sue Meek, Hon President 

 
Olive Ridge, Chair 

 
L-R Sue Carnochan (Archivist) Virginia 
James (Hon Secretary) Pamela James 
(Hon VP) Olive Ridge, Kathy Howard, 
Diana Markham (Hon Treasurer) Sian 
Spencer 

 
L- R: Diana Markham, Sian Spencer, Sue 
Carnochan, Sue Meek, Virginia James 

 
Olive Ridge and Diana Markham 

 
Me presenting bouquet to Sue Meek 

 
Sue Meek, Jackie Riley, Jane Watson, 
Pamela James, Ruth Wiffen 

 
Olive Ridge, Diana Markham, Sian 
Spencer, Sue Carnochan, Sue Meek, 
Jackie Riley, my arms! 



The Meeting Room 

 
After the General Meeting, we then moved onto the fun part of the day – the 
Reunion Lunch.  Again, marvellous venue, good company and delicious food.  We 
all had a very enjoyable few hours catching up with each others news. Jean Peters 
(Pearson 1957-64) travelled from Derbyshire and Ruth Wiffen (Bradbroke 1953-
57) travelled down from Fareham.  Victoria Tarrant (Lewis 1989-96) was 
travelling from her home in Australia and was able to join us with her school 
friends Erin Sullivan (Poulter 1992-94) and Emma Turner (Drew).  Unfortunately 
Dong Chiu (1980-82) got held up in traffic and didn’t make it in time for the 
lunch; Debbie Swales (Staff 2007-09), Guzzy Turner (Staff 2006-2009) and 
Daphne Williams (1963-65) all had to drop out at the last minute due to family 
commitments.  Even more photos ……… 
 

 
The Long Room 

 
L-R: Addy Balogun (Staff) 2002-09, Ruth 
Wiffen 1953-57, Janet Barber 1956-62, 
Jean Peters 1957-64, Jackie Riley 1978-
81 

 
Pre-meal drinks in the Long Room  

L-R Penny Wade 1970-77, Sian Phillips 
1967-77, Akiko Hickey 1971-77, Virginia 



James 1970-76 

 
Sue Meek (Former Head) 1997-09, saying 
a few words L-R Emma Turner, Erin 
Sullivan 1992-94, Vicky Tarrant 1989-96, 
Suzie Cleere (Staff) 1996-03 

 
All the James’ – Virginia and Pamela 
(Former Head) 1973-97 

 
L-R: Anita Jensen (Staff) 1994-09, Addy 
Balogun (Staff)  

 
L-R: Janet Barber, Jean Peters, Jackie 
Riley 

 
L-R:  Vicky Tarrant, Erin Sullivan, Emma 
Turner 

 
L-R:  Sue Meek, Mike Wells (Staff) 1979-
09, Roger Roser (Staff) 1982-09 

 



 

 
L-R:  Olive Ridge (Staff), Suzie Cleere 
(Doyle) (Staff) 

L-R:  Tessa Young, Jane Fowlie  1965-
72, Virginia James , Carole Best (Staff) 

 
L-R:  Pamela James (retired Head), 
Kathy Howard (1967-74), Claire Bowes 
(1967-76), Tessa Young (Williams 1967-
74) 

L-R:  Penny Wade, Sian Spencer, Akiko 
Hickey, Christine Moyse (Staff) 

 
L-R:  Jenny Harvey (Staff) 1991-01, Janet 
Quantick (Staff) 1986-07, Lisa O’Connor 
(Harris) (Staff) 

 
L-R:  Christine Moyse (Staff), Sue 
Carnochan (Staff) 1994-09 



 
L-R:  Lyn Colman (Johnstone 1963-70) , 
Sue Cherriman (Amherst-Clark 1965-71), 
Annette Horn (Wermuth) 

L-R:  Glenda Boddington (Staff), Anne 
Corris (Staff), Alison Herga (Edmonds 
1963-70) 

 
L-R:  Jo Stubbs 1977-84, Tina Johnson, 
Anita Jensen, Addy Balogun 

L-R:  Diana Markham 1969-73, Lyn 
Colman, Sue Cherriman, Annette Horn 

 
Claire Bowes, Tessa Williams 

 
Tessa Williams, Claire Bowes, Kathy 
Howard, Virginia James 

 
Suzie Cleere, Janet Quantick, Sue 
Carnochan, Mike Wells, Jenny Harvey 

 
Lisa O’Oonnell, Sue Meek, Anne Corris, 
Nina Best (back to camera!) 



Kathy Howard, Clare Bowes, Glenda 
Boddington, Roger Roser 

 
Sue Meek, Addy Balogun, Tina Johnson 

 
Virginia James, Jane Watson, Ruth 
Wiffen 

 
Jane Fowlie, Sue Cherriman, Diana 
Markham, Annette Horn 

 
With a successful Reunion now in the hat, the Team would like to invite you, the 
members anywhere in the world, to arrange a reunion with your fellow Old Girls – 
any size, any format and financial assistance could be available for this.  We have 
updated the format of the database so you can now search by region/country to 
find other SMH ladies wherever they may have settled in the world.  If you are 
interested in arranging a reunion local to yourself, please contact me - 
secretary@smhassociation.org - in the first instance to see how we can help. 
 

Report to the General Meeting from our Archivist Sue Carnochan 
 
All the archives are now at The Keep and catalogued.  The catalogue is available 
online.  Anyone can visit The Keep to ask to see them for real but they must 
register and show an ID card.  Archived can be photocopied or scanned but must be 
paid for. 
 
The Headmistress’ portraits have been taken to The Keep for storage. 
 
There is still some duplicate archive material at St Mark’s and several photo 
albums.  The albums will eventually go to The Keep for storage. 
 
There are also some boxes of modern archive material, mainly admin, at Roedean.  
They consist of bank statements, invoices etc  These can be destroyed after seven 
years so they no longer need to be kept legally.  There are also pupil records at 
Roedean.  These may be kept for longer, but legally need only be retained for 
seven years after pupils leave school i.e. 2016.  I haven’t had a chance to study  
 
 
 
 



this collection so far this year, but may be able to soon.  I have to liaise with the 
Roedean Bursar. 
 
Some Old Girls have contacted me enquiring about proof of their attendance at 
SMH, and one wanted to know if a copy of music called “The Lady of Shallott” still 
existed.  The Head of music at Roedean says that she has not seen it.  Heather 
Ford’s brother asked me if the bird bath, given to the school in memory of 
Heather, was still on the top terrace and I reassured him that it was by sending him 
photos of it.  Another enquiry was from a relative of Harriet Robinson, 
Headmistress when the school was reopened in 1947.  He was doing some research 
on her life and I was able to send him a lot of information. 
 

Obituaries 
 
Susan Markham (SMH 1969 - 1976) – Diana Kaars Sijpesteijn (Markham) has 
shared this Obituary for her sister on the website and asked that it should go in the 
newsletter too.  
  
It is with great sadness that I have to inform old girls and former staff of SMH of 
the passing of my younger sister, Susie (known as 'Mark' to her peers as there were 
so many Susans in her year group). She fought courageously against cancer for over 
3 years and endured several courses of chemotherapy, passing away peacefully at 
the Marie Curie Hospice in London on the 18th August, at the age of 58 - far too 
young. Over the last few years she had a lot of support from her partner, our 
mother, myself, some wonderful friends and of course, the medical and nursing 
teams at the Royal Free Hospital.  
  
Susie was a border in St Hilary, and was always interested in the arts at school and 
developed an interest in photography, printing her own photos in the dark room of 
the physics lab under the supervision of Mr Crowther, the physics master at the 
time. She went on to study photography after school and worked in that field for a 
while before moving into furniture restoration and manufacture, creating and 
repairing some exquisite pieces of work. She had immense patience and was a 
perfectionist. For the last 20 years she had a workshop in North Kensington and an 
eclectic range of clients who valued her skills immensely.  
  
Susie was a bit of a rebel and it would be fair to say that she did not appreciate 
SMH as much as I did at the time - the appreciation came later. People who knew 
her will remember her mischievousness and sense of fun which remained with her 
all her life. For many years she would have family and friends in stitches of 
laughter recalling stories of the people and circumstances that she came across in 
the journey of life. Even in her last few weeks she was the highlight of the 
Consultant's ward rounds as she would always make the medical team laugh with 
her cheeky comments.  
  
Susie enjoyed socialising and a good meal out. She loved to visit Spain where she 
first went with her SMH friend Maddy Pickard as a teenager. Her premature death 
leaves an enormous gap in the lives of her partner, our mother, myself and my 
children who adored their 'Auntie Sue' (who could be guaranteed to always make 
them giggle with her stories and allow them to do the things that parents may 
disapprove of!) and her wide range of friends and customers.  
 
Anne Mapher (Waterhouse) SMH late 40’s/early 50’s - Robina Methven rang me 
to tell me that she had received news that Anne had sadly passed away about six 
months ago.  Anne qualified as a nurse at the Royal Free Hospital and then joined 
the RAF in Princess Mary’s Royal Airforce Nursing Service.  She met her husband 
overseas. 



 
Brita Yri (Seeberg) SMH late 50’s/early 60’s – Penny Barnes (Hunt) has sent me 
this lovely Obituary for Brita and a couple of photographs too. 
 
Brita Yri sadly died on 13 June 2016 at Lovisenberg Hospice, Oslo.  I first met Brita 
when I joined SMH in September 1957.  She was a border in Elliott House whilst I 
was in Babington House – but it never made any difference to our friendship that 
we were not in the same house!  Her twin sister, Karin, was in the form above us.  
Brita’s parents lived in Japan for a number of years (her father being the 
Norwegian Consul to Japan) and therefore she and Karin had a very kind guardian 
in Torquay where they spent the half term and holidays when not with their 
parents.  However, Brita spent a great deal of her holidays with me and my parents 
so we had many happy days together outside of school.  Brita was born with a heart 
condition which slightly slowed her academic advancement whilst at SMH.  When 
she left in 1961 she spent a year at a college in Eastbourne. 
 
After this, she had a lengthy operation to correct her heart defect and from the 
moment she recovered, she decided to pursue a career in psychology.  Her 
achievements from that moment on were amazing.  She gained a BSC in Psychology 
and followed this with a Masters degree.  She helped to develop a practice in 
London during which time she worked part time at St Mary’s Hospital and then 
undertook research at the Atkinson Morley Hospital.  Following this she worked for 
a year at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and then spent two years in 
Kosovo working for the OSCE, before moving back to Norway. 
 
With her husband, Einar, she had three sons, Christian, Haakon and Thomas.  When 
Karin was diagnosed with cancer Brita spent much of her time looking after her 
until her death in 2006.  Sadly, Einar had suffered with ill health for some years 
and so Brita spent a number of years taking care of him.  She loved to travel round 
the world and was heading to Burma when she was sadly diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer herself. 
 
Brita was one of the kindest people you could wish to meet; her understanding and 
her humour were second to none.  She has been one of my closest friends for 
nearly 60 years and I shall miss her deeply …. Her friendship and those of a few 
others to whom I remain close, is a testament to our time at SMH for which I am 
deeply grateful. 
 

 
SMH Ski Trip to Engleberg 1960  L-R 
Judy ?, Brita Seeberg, Jean Kerr, 
Rosemary Dodd, Veronica Alsop 
 

 

 
 

 



News of Old Girls … 
 

Beryl Richardson (Swan) SMH 1947-51 now lives in Norfolk and has recently been in 

touch.  She writes: “I was in the boarding house on the front called Babington House and 

our headmistress was Miss Robb I think, she had previously been teaching in South 

Africa. I am still in touch with my old dormitory friends namely Ann Evans and Sally 

Wingfield but dear Pat Jacobs died a few years ago; her parents farmed in Kenya.”  She 

says that at 83 she has not come to terms with all the up to date equipment and is 

struggling with her iPad but has a granddaughter who is very quick at sorting things out 

for her.  She says she has lots she could relate about life and friends at SMH - and 

photos!!  I will await further input in due course!! 

 

Retrieved from the SMHA Virtual Common Room closed Face Book pages: 
 

 

7th October saw Anne Fridal, who 
many of us will remember, singing 
at Chichester Cathedral for the 
installation of the Lord Lieutenant 
of West Sussex.   

L-R Von Spoffoth, Mr Mr Mark 
Spofforth MBE, Anne Fridal 

 

 

 

 
Sian Spencer (Williams) 
1967-77 met up with and 
Jenny Child 1972-81 whilst 
on holiday in Harrogate in 
October.  I was surprised 
because I thought Jenny still 
lived near me in Hassocks!   
 
Please remember to let me 
know if you move so that I can 
update your details 

 
 

Heather Johnson (Heald) 1948-57 reported on the VCR that she had just had a 
letter from Margaret Mcall (Jones) 1932-40, in Hove, aged 92. She told Heather 
that she had had a slight stroke back in May but was now fine again. However, she 
has trouble with her legs so has difficulty getting around. She also mentioned her 
sorrow at the death of Barbara Schooling (Wilberforce) whom she met at SMH in 
September 1932! Barbara was a descendant of William Wilberforce, the English 
politician, philanthropist, and a leader of the movement to abolish the slave trade. 



Shirley Read-Jahn 1954-61 wrote to Jeannette Cureton (Smith) 1961-62 in the 
VCR: “I was just reading in the Annual Newsletter about Jenefer Riley's sad 
passing. I remember her name from school. So sad to hear of "girls" around my age 
no longer with us. I also saw your mention of Mary Rand. I attach a photo of me 
and Mary Rand taken on Shoreham beach on 24/6/1962. Perhaps you'd be kind 
enough to ask Mary Abbis if she is the same Mary Rand I knew at school; I assume 
in my class. I left SMH in 1961 so imagine Mary and I must have met up the 
following year but I only have this photo of us together. I'm wondering if she 
remembers me? Perhaps you'd kindly ask her if she used to live in Reading. I'm sure 
it was her house I spent a half-term at one school year. She had a poltergeist in 
her room!” 
Jeannette Cureton replied: “This is indeed the same Mary Rand, now Mary Rand 
Abbis. She was one of my classmates during my exchange year 1961-62 and, 
according to the SMH Association web site, had attended the school since 1960. In 
2006, when I last visited England, I reconnected with her, Jenny Riley Wray, and 
Liz Caudle (Baker) 1950-64 - a grand reunion in Oxford. This photo is from that 
same visit, when Jenny, Mary, and I walked around Oxford after our tea at the 
Randolph Hotel. Mary is on the left.”  
 

 

 

 

Brenda Matthews (Martin) has been in contact.  She is an OG who is trying to find out 

what happened to the music archives of the school when it closed. She was a boarder in 

the late 1940s early 1950s and writes: “We had a wonderful music teacher, Miss Wynn(e) 

who taught the choir, of which I was an enthusiastic member, many interesting works. 

Among these was the poem THE LADY OF SHALLOT, set to music. I remember snatches 

of it and have been trying to trace the score and composer, so far without luck.”   

 

Sue Carnochan has searched the archives (as stated in her report above) and can find no 

trace of this piece of music – any of you other OGs out there remember it? 



The 100 Club 
 

Following the General Meeting, I somehow managed to offer my services to 
administer the 100 Club, giving Emma much needed time for her family and 
business.  We are very grateful to her for gainfully drawing the numbers 
every month and giving two members a little pocket money! The 
membership currently stands at 83 but …. there is always room for more!  If 
you would like to join please contact secretary@smhassociation.org for 
more information or go on the website http://www.smhassociation.org . 
For just £12 per year per number you stand a very good chance of 
recovering that and a little more by entering the 100 Club and with interest 
rates at an all time low, what better way to make a little gain.  The more 
members the bigger the pot as half of the income is given back to the 
owners of the first and second drawn number.  I am trying to amend it so 
that the year runs from January to December as I think this will work better 
with the accounts and would be only one big renewal each year, so for the 
next year you may get amended reminders to bring your membership in line 
with this. 

 

Recent winners are: 
 
August Draw: 77 entries 
 

1st number 2  Robina Methven 
2nd number 37  Megan Warner   

  
September Draw: 75 entries 
 

1st number 33 Debbie Swales 
2nd number 42  Christine Edmonson   
 

October Draw – 81 entries 
 

1st number 18  Mary Philpott 
2nd Number 46 Sue Carnochan 
 
 
 

LAST CHANCE TO BUY …… 
 
long school photographs for the following years:  
 
1936 x1 (possibly reserved)  :  1939 x 2  :  1949 x loads  :  1954 x 1  :   
1961 x 2  :  1963 x loads :  1972 x 1  :  1975 x 1  :  1978 x 3  : 
 
These are available for the bargain price of £5 to include p&p 
 
The older ones will shortly be recycled – unless anyone has an alternative 
environmental use for them. 
 



I also have a number of copies of this lovely print for sale at £9.85 to 
include p&p.  They are titled ‘A Water Colour of St. Mary’s Hall, Brighton, 
1847.  They are painted by a Miss Jones and measure 47cm x 34cm.    
 

 
 

If you are interested, please contact me at 

secretary@smhassociation.org and I will let you know how to pay and 

arrange for dispatch to you. 

 

SSMMHHAA  VViirrttuuaall  CCoommmmoonn  RRoooomm  
 
The closed FaceBook page of the Association now stands at 160 members 
and as the winter draws in, you may consider popping inside for a chat and a 
cuppa and catch up with the on-line gossip.  The fact that it is a ‘Closed 
Group’ page means that no one other than those people who have been 
admitted to join it, are able to post anything on it or see anything that 
anyone else has posted.  It really is very secure and our Administrators, Lis 
Eastham and Penny Harrison adjudicate it with rods of iron!  You do need 
to have a FaceBook account to be able to join the group (as well as being an 
SMH Old Girl or staff).  If you think you may like to have a go, but are 
unsure about the privacy settings which you can enable to make your 
account as private and secure as possible, please email me in the first 
instance and I will put you in touch with the relevant person. 
 

And Finally .... 
 
I think that’s about all for this newsletter.  We are proposing to issue four 
newsletters a year, October, January, April and July.  Just a reminder that I 
would love to hear from you with your stories, memories, photos, news that 
I can put into future newsletters.  Just as I copy some of the items posted 
on the VCR, anything in these newsletters may also be published in the VCR, 
so apologies if you are reading it twice!!  I think we are also going to put 
these newsletters on the website for future interest.  And, if you do get 
together with your SMH friends, don’t forget to take a few photos and send 
them in ..... please ☺  Next newsletter due out in January 2017 – deadline 
15 January!! 



It just leaves me to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Peaceful 2017 
 
  

 
 

  Jane 
 
Jane Watson 
 
Email: secretary@smhassociation.org 
website: http://www.smhassociation.org 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-

Hall-Association/265334070191137 
 


