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COMMITTEE 
 

Hon Life President:  Mrs Sue Meek 

Hon Vice Presidents:  Miss N Olwen Davies 

 Mrs Teresa Broadbent 

 Mrs Pamela James 

Hon Chairman:  Olive Ridge 

Hon Deputy Chair:  Jo Stubbs 

Hon Treasurer:  Diana Sijpesteijn 

Hon Archivist:  Sue Carnochan, assisted by Jo Stubbs 

Committee Secretary:  Virginia James 

Committee Members:  Frances Barham 

 Maria O’Connell 

Secretariat:      

Membership Secretary  Jane Watson secretary@smhassociation.org 

Newsletter Editor Vacant 

Social Media Editor  Lis Eastham 

Web Editor  Alice Rawdon-Mogg 

100 Club Administrator Emma Thomas 100club@smhassociation.org 

 Vicky Riley 

 Charlotte Harvey 

 

 

The Committee is putting forward proposed amendments to the 
Constitution and the Roles and Responsibilities of Officers documents 
at the General Meeting in September 2016.  If accepted, these will 
change the structure of the Committee going forward. 

 

In the meantime, for further information on the committee including 
contact details, roles and responsibilities and to read the current 
Constitution please go to the website:  
 

http://www.smhassociation.org/committee.php 
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SCHOOL PRAYER 
 
O God, by whose manifold grace all things work together for good 
to them that love Thee, stablish, we pray Thee, the thing that Thou 
has wrought in us, and make this school as a field which the Lord 
hath blessed, that whatsoever things are true, pure, lovely and of 
good report, may here forever flourish and abound. Preserve in it 
an unblemished name, enlarge it with a wider usefulness and exalt 
it in the love and reverence of all its members, as an instrument of 
Thy glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

AMEN 

 

A CHANGE IS AFOOT! 
 
Old girls who regularly receive email communication from the 
Association will also have been receiving a bi-monthly(ish) e-
newsletter from me, work/life balance permitting!  As I have now 
taken on the job of preparing the Annual Newsletter as well, it 
will in future take the form of the bi-monthly communications 
and will be emailed out to those whose email addresses we have.  
All e-newsletters will also be put on the website for posterity! 
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Letter from Sue Meek, Hon Life President SMHA 
 

Dear Friends 

Greetings from France!  I am fortunate to be spending some time 
here recuperating from complications from last year’s surgery.   I 
am pleased to report that progress is being made but it has meant 
that I have had to take a step back from many of my commitments.   

I am no longer Chair of Governors at St Mark’s CE Primary School 
but I remain an Associate and was delighted when the school was 
rated as Good in its recent Ofsted inspection;   I am still a member 
of the PCC at St George’s and I remain a Trustee of The Spire Arts 
(St Mark’s Chapel).  The Spire is now a charity in its own right and 
has begun to fund raise again, as there was a lull whilst charitable 
status was being sought. 

Minor repairs and building work for fire regulations have been 
undertaken this year, but the major plans for replacing the heating 
system have not yet begun.   However, the chill (especially in 
winter months!) has not prevented The Spire being open to the 
public on many occasions this year.   The atmospheric 
performance or ‘The Christmas Carol’ in December was a real 
highlight and the candlelit chapel was a pleasure to behold, 
bedecked for the festive season!  Various performing arts 
companies use the space for rehearsal, and during this year’s 
Brighton Festival, over three thousand visitors passed through the 
doors to attend a variety of performances and installations.  So, 
The Spire is on the map and we look forward to seeing it go from 
strength to strength as both a place of prayer on Monday 
mornings, and as a space for the pursuit of community arts.  It has 
been a huge encouragement to see the lovely chapel become a 
hive of creative activity once again. 

At home, it has been a hectic year with my son and daughter’s 
weddings to arrange within three months of each other!   My first 
grandchild – George William Meek, was born in Costa Rica in May 
and is a great joy.  I visited the family soon after the birth, but now 
have to be content with ‘virtual’ grannyhood between visits!  
Certainly, technology is a wonderful way to keep in touch with 
friends and family, and I am delighted that the SMH Virtual 
Common Room continues to flourish! 

I am looking forward tremendously to catching up with many of you 
at the September reunion.  My sincere thanks to Olive Ridge and  
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the committee, not only for organising this special occasion, but for 
all the work they do on our behalf.  

With warmest wishes to you all 

Sue Meek 
 
Hon. Life President & Headmistress of St Mary’s Hall (1997-
2009) 
 
 

A Message from your Chair 
 

Dear Friends 

In July 2015, members of the Association were invited by the 
Priest-in-charge, Father Andrew, to attend a thanksgiving service 
at St Mary’s Church, Kemp Town to commemorate the 150th 
Anniversary of the death of Henry Venn Elliott. Anthony Elliott, a 
descendant of the Founder and Governor of the School, donated 
two miniature portraits of Charlotte Elliott to the Church; these 
have been added to the collection of the Elliott family portraits, 
once hanging in the Drawing Room at St Mary’s Hall and now 
installed at the Church. Father Andrew would always welcome 
visitors to see the portraits in their new location.  

It was agreed at the General Meeting in 2014 that we should 
create a Secretariat to support the work of the Committee. It 
was planned that the Committee Editor would share information 
and liaise between the two groups. Sadly, as the Editor’s role on 
the Committee became vacant soon after its creation, lines of 
communication were not always clear and we were mindful that 
the support network was hampered particularly as members of 
the Secretariat were not elected members of the Committee. For 
these reasons, at the General Meeting in September, we are 
proposing to disband the Secretariat and amalgamate the roles 
into the Committee. We believe this will create greater 
efficiency. Our proposals for the new roles and responsibilities of 
Committee members have been emailed to all members, 
published on the website and on Facebook. Thank you to those 
members of the Secretariat who have done a sterling job. Penny 
Harrison has worked hard to sell our notecards and other 
memorabilia. The Virtual Common Room, managed by Lis 
Eastham, continues to serve around one hundred and fifty 
members. It is a splendid form of communication and has enabled 
new friendships to be established as well as renewing old ones. 
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You will be pleased to hear that both Penny and Lis are prepared 
to stand for roles in the new committee. Owing to workload 
pressures, Alice Rawdon-Mogg who has updated the website from 
time to time has decided to step down from the role. Emma 
Thomas has administered the 100 Club which produces a steady 
source of income. Though always willing to offer support, Emma 
has chosen not to continue in her role. To both Alice and Emma, 
a very big thank you for the contributions you have both made to 
the Association. I should mention that the Twitter account, 
opened a few years ago, has been closed.  

To celebrate the 180th Anniversary of the founding of the School, 
the Committee agreed to organise a reunion lunch following the 
General Meeting. The County Cricket Club in Hove has been 
chosen as the venue as it is able to provide separate meeting and 
social space. We look forward to welcoming those old girls and 
ex-staff who are able to join us on the 17th September.  

I have taken the decision to retire from the Committee this year. 
In my role as Chair, I have been very conscious of the tremendous 
support of other Committee members who have been totally 
loyal and helpful at all times. We have had some special times 
together. The following members are not seeking re-election.  

Virginia James, the Committee Secretary, who has given so freely 
of her time;  

Sue Carnochan who successfully managed the movement of our 
archives to the Keep;  

Jo Stubbs whose opinions and judgments have always been 
valued.  

I am so pleased that both Diana Markham and Jane Watson are 
prepared to stand for re-election, subject to ratification of our 
Constitution amendments. Diana’s quiet efficiency on money 
matters and her wisdom have been greatly appreciated. Jane, 
co-opted onto the Committee, has worked tirelessly producing 
newsletters, updating the database, liaising with members and, 
in addition, has been prepared to help with the organisation of 
the reunion lunch. To all of you, a very big thank you.  

The Committee has greatly valued meeting together at least once 
a year. Of course, members could join the meeting virtually but  
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to form a committee that only meets virtually seems to lose 
something of value. I leave it to you all to decide the way you 
want to move forward.  

I wish the new Committee, when appointed, every success in the 
future.  

 

Olive Ridge August 2016  

 
NEWS OF FORMER HEADMISTRESSES 

(SMHA Hon Vice Presidents) 
 
MISS N. OLWEN DAVIES 1965 – 1973 
 

Dear Friends 

The most pleasurable 

event of my past year 

has been the 

celebration of my 90
th

 

birthday, and I am 

grateful for the 

opportunity to thank 

members of the 

Association for their 

very kind and generous 

gifts together with all 

the cards and messages.  It was lovely to hear from so many of you; 

the beautiful booklet of comments and memories is a real treasure 

which I will continue to enjoy in the future. 

 

I have recently had some health problems so more energetic 

celebrations were rather low-key and confined to close family.  My 

niece, who lives next door and has been my main prop and stay in 

recent months, organised a party in her house so that I could 

retreat to mine when my stamina ran out!  The age range was 90 – 

2 years with all the new additions and attachments of the last few 

years – some of whom were meeting for the first time – and even 

family pets were included! 
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Apart from celebrating my advanced years I continue to live a quiet 

life – somewhat disrupted recently with two operations within six 

months of each other.  I am now at home recuperating after too 

many weeks in hospital and planning a less disruptive time ahead. 

My greetings and love to all 

Olwyn 

 

Olwen’s email address is on the database on our website for anyone who may 
wish to contact her. 

 
 
MRS. PAMELA JAMES 1991 – 1997 
 

Dear Friends 
 

Those of you who read this will be aware that it is in no way a 
‘Report’; I write about one or two things which are about the 
school and/or Brighton on the grounds that those are what we 
have in common. 

 

This year for me has been a year of funerals: nine since 
Christmas and one just before Christmas.  I’ll tell you a little 
about one of them. 

 

On January 7th Clare Feaver’s funeral took place in Chichester 
Cathedral.  After the death of her husband Clare came back to 
Sussex and the cathedral was her chosen place of worship – 
and not just on Sundays; she attended every day that she 
could.  In addition she became a Cathedral guide and helped 
with flower arranging.  The funeral was held in the afternoon, 
in the Cathedral choir stalls.  It was a dark and damp day with 
heavy cloud and the warm, soft light of the lamps along the 
stalls was warming both inwardly and outwardly.  There was a 
good attendance and the congregation felt united.  May Clare 
rest in peace. 
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From the past to the future.  Those of you who have read my 
previous letter will know that the Royal Sussex Hospital is 
undergoing a ten-year project of renewal, including some re-
building.  The St Mary’s Hall buildings were the first to be 
revamped.  The main building is given over entirely to 
administration, and Elliott and Venn provide accommodation 
for junior doctors so that when they are on call, they will 
actually be on the premises. 

 

The main thing going on at the 
moment is putting a heli-pad on 
the roof of the Kemp Tower, 
which is where the A&E 
department is.  The roof has been 
reinforced.  Since the heli-pad 
will be about twice the size of the 
original roof some of the work 
has to be done from adjacent 
buildings, and the building I can 
see well is the Children’s 
Hospital, on which is a 
magnificent white crane, clear 
against the blue sky.  At night it 
sports two red lamps, marking 
the top and bottom of the crane!  
I like watching it, but I can tell 
you I would certainly not like to 
be up there on it! 

 

With affection and good wishes to you all. 

 
Pamela James 
 
Messages for Mrs James can be forwarded from 
secretary@smhassociation.org 
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ASSOCIATION ACCOUNTS 2015 
 

These accounts and those published last year for 2014 will be taken to 

the General Meeting on 17 September 2016 for approval in line with 

the Constitution. 
 
 

 
St Mary’s Hall Association 

Profit and Loss Account 

For the year ended 31 December 2015 

 

 2014 

 £ £ 

 

Other business income 3,045 541 

 

Expenses 

Telephone, Fax, Stationery and other office costs 1,299 4,825 

Bank, credit card and other finance charges 6 - 

Accountancy, legal and other professional fees 120 120 

 _____ _____ 

 

 1,425 4,945 

 _____ _____ 

 

 

 _____ ______ 

Profit(loss) 1,620 (4,404) 
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St Mary’s Hall Association 

Profit and Loss Account 

For the year ended 31 December 2015 

 

Accounting Basis 
 

The accounts have been compiled on the basis that enables profits to be 

calculated I accordance with UK Generally Accepted Accounting Practice and that 

provides sufficient and relevant information to enable the completion of a tax 

return. 
 

Profit and Loss Account Analysis 

 2014 

  £ £ 

 Other business income 

  Interest receivable 8 9 

  Donations 25 2 

  100 Club membership 692 338 

  Sale of memorabilia 10 99 

  Sale of cookery books 10 93 

  Sale of photos 44 - 

  Sale of furniture 2,222 - 

  Sale of cards 2 - 

  Sale of history books 5 - 

  Notelet sales 27 - 

   ______ ______ 

   3,045 541 
  ________ ________ 

 

 Telephone, Fax, Stationery and other office costs 

  Postage 38 66 

  Committee Expenses - 100 

  Website costs 190 4551 

  Gifts 25 69 

  Repairs etc 250 39 

  Newsletter costs 622 - 

  Photos and images 74 - 

  Donations 100 - 

   ______ ______ 

   1,299 4,825 
   ________ ________ 

 

Bank, credit card and other finance charges 

 Bank charges 6 - 
   ________ ________ 

 

Accountancy, legal and other professional fees 

 Accountants fees 120 120 
   ________ ________ 
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St Mary’s Hall Association 

Profit and Loss Account 

For the year ended 31 December 2015 

 

 

 Notes 2015 2014 

  £ £ 

 

 

Current Assets 

Bank/building society balances 18,038  16,418 

 

Net current assets  18,038  16,418 

  ______ ______ 

 

  18,038  16,418 

  ______ ______ 

 

Capital Account 

Balance at start of period  16,418  20,822 

Net profit(loss)  1,620  (4,404) 

  ______ ______ 

 

  18,038  16,418 

  ______ ______ 
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OBITUARIES 
 
Some of these notices have been previously published in 
the e-letter but I am including them again for the benefit 
of those who only receive this newsletter annually. 
 
Maureen Goodsell 
Last year the Committee learned that Maureen had sadly passed 
away on 14 July 2015.  Maureen was a member of the Admissions 
team at SMH for a number of years. 
 
Sheila Waller (Butler) 1935-39    
Valerie Logue, who is now in Vancouver, has been trying to trace 
Sheila, who was also believed to be living in Vancouver.  However, 
a search of the Obits in the local paper for the last five years has 
revealed the following Notice which she believes is our Sheila 
Waller:  
 
“Sheila V Waller born 1923 died 17th Aug 2012, came to Canada 
1957 with family.”  The report also mentions that she was a 
devoted member of the Anglican Church. 
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Lili Hauser (Music teacher) 1958 
Laura Bristol has told us of the death of Lili Hauser who came to 
SMH as an assistant music teacher in 1958. 
(N.B. I have just noticed a comment in last year’s Newsletter that 
Miss Hauser, who was Swiss, was a number of great-great grand 
pupil of Beethoven for the piano) 
 
Claire Feaver (Miss Harvey) 1981-88   
Earlier this year we received news that ex headmistress Claire had 
passed away in December aged 88.  An Obituary appeared in The 
Times on 22 December.  Her funeral was held at Chichester 
Cathedral on 7 January. 
 
Anita Liddell (Ellis) 1951-57   
Heather Johnson (Heald) sent in the following Obituary for 
Anita: 
Anita arrived at SMH as a day girl in January 1951, leaving in the 
summer of 1957 to take a secretarial course at Brighton Tech. She 
then joined the administrative staff at the Sussex County Hospital 
where she worked until her marriage to Fraser Ellis in 1965. She 
took great joy in her three children, Charlotte, Simon and 
Matthew and her seven grandchildren. Anita and Fraser moved 
to Cambridgeshire and latterly to St Just in Cornwall. Fraser 
sadly died twelve years ago but Anita took up photography, 
enjoyed her garden and involved herself in local affairs until she 
was diagnosed with cancer two years ago. After an operation to 
remove the cancer she was given the all clear but she did not 
regain her strength and only a few weeks ago she was told the 
cancer had returned. She passed away on 10th January 2016. We 
met on the school steps when she arrived for her first day at SMH 
and we remained friends ever since. (1.12.1940-10.1.2016)   
 
Mrs Audrey Thompson  
We were sorry to learn that Audrey who worked in Admissions for 
some time sadly died at the beginning of May.   
 
Jenefer Wray (Riley) – 1963 
Jeanette Cureton (Smith) who was an Exchange student to 
SMH, Brighton, in 1961-62 from St. Mary’s Hall, Burlington, New 
Jersey, USA (now called “Doane Academy”) wrote earlier this year:  
“I am sorry to report the untimely death, in January 2016, of 
Jenefer Wray (Riley), with whom I lived as an exchange 
student during Spring Term 1962.    
Jenny left SMH in 1963 with no fewer than seven A-levels to her 
credit. Brilliant, witty, with a vivacious personality and 
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adventuresome spirit, she went on to Girton College, Cambridge, 
from which she received both a Bachelor’s and a Master’s degree 
in Chemistry (1967 and 1971 respectively). However, it was in 
politics where her real passions lay and where her keen 
knowledge of civic affairs, combined with her personal strengths, 
served her so effectively.  In the late 1970s she held a seat on the 
then-Greater London Council and, in subsequent years, stood for 
Parliament three times. Although she didn’t win a seat, she came 
close in each election.  
  
Jenny and I had become close friends when I lived with her, 
and she was one of my bridesmaids when I married in August of 
1967.  Between 1996 and 2006, we were fortunate enough to 
meet on five different occasions:   three times in England and 
twice in the US.  It was in Oxford in 2006 when I last saw her. 
 Two other Old Girls from St. Mary’s Hall, Liz Caudle (Baker) 
and Mary Abbis (Rand), also joined us for that reunion. 
(Readers will have seen a picture from that meeting in the 
“Virtual Common Room.”) 
   
Letters, emails and phone calls sustained our friendship over 
time.  Jenny would surprise and delight me by picking up the 
phone at random and call from across The Pond.  “Jenny here,” 
she would announce in her cheery voice miles away in Chepstow, 
Wales, where she lived during her later years.  Although our 
conversations weren’t long, they strengthened the threads of 
communication and assurance of connection.  The last of these 
phone calls took place on January 12, about a fortnight before she 
passed away.  
 
I am grateful to Sherry Carter (Coe), with whom I lived during 
Autumn Term 1961, for sharing with me her memories of Jenny to 
include in this short piece.” 
 
Sylvia Lynton  ( Art teacher ) 1978-2000 
The Committee were sad to learn of Sylvia’s death at the end of 
May. 
 
Our thoughts and condolences go to all these Old Girls’ families 
and friends. 
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THE 100 CLUB RESULTS 

May Draw – 79 entries 
 

1st number 40 Sue Meek 
2nd Number 53 Megan Warner 
 

June Draw – 78 entries 
 

1st number 13 Hilary Briegel-Jones 
2nd Number 69 Megan Warner 
 

July Draw – 77 entries 
 

1st number 46 Sue Carnochan 
2nd Number 78 Jo Grey 
 

The 100 Club raises funds for helping towards the day to day running of the 
Association going forward.  50% of the proceeds from each draw go to the 
Association and 50% is given back in prizes to the members.  If you would 
like to join for just £12 per year per number please contact 
100club@smhassociation.org for more information or go on the website 
http://www.smhassociation.org.   

 
 

NEWS OF OLD GIRLS AND STAFF 

Laura Bristol writes: 

“In November 2015 I had a letter from Switzerland to tell me of the 

death of Miss Lili Hauser.  She came to SMH in 1958 (as I did) as 

Assistant music Teacher.  She was excellent with individuals and choirs 

but did not really like whole classes for music and singing.  I can’t 

remember when she left.  It must have been during Miss Davies’ time. 

I still have contact with Susan Judd – once Head Girl – she happens to be 

the daughter of a lady born Joyce Fielding, who was three or four forms 

higher than me – pre war! – at St Albans High School for Girls, also a 

church school.  Susan was ordained a priest about 10 years ago but I 

think she has now retired. 

From time to time I hear news of Henrietta Gray whose mother lives in 

this village (and I’ve known her since 1941!)  Katherine White* now lives 

in one of the new houses just up the road from me. 

As for me, In September 2013 I tripped up a step and fell backwards and 

sideways onto good York stone and broke my hip.  I am now held 

together by a dynamic hip screw.  Unfortunately I also lost my balance 
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and have to use a walking frame or sticks.  This rather restricts what I 

can do!  Holding on to these has damaged my hands so that the first 

three fingers on both hands do not work properly and hurt much of the 

time.  I now have to have much more help in the garden, which is 

nowadays considered a large one! 

My dog, Blue, (successor to Lassie which the school gave me) gets taken 

out for walks most days – unless it is raining!  She is getting old now and 

not quite so keen. 

Having had to give up driving causes more problems but Harting has a 

wonderful institution called the Hospital Car Service.  Some kind person 

will take you – for a small fee – to hospital or similar appointments.  As 

I’m on my own it is often quite helpful to have someone with me. 

Ordinary churchgoing has its problems but on a Wednesday there is a 

service in the hall now adjoining the Church at 10am.  We sit in a 

semicircle and do not have to go up to the altar.  The Rector brings 

communion round to us! 

I am slowly drowning in paper!  It comes through the door more quickly 

than I can deal with it.  I am also dealing with papers left by my parents 

and aunts!  These are really archives e.g. photos of a London church 

before it was burnt down in the blitz.” 

Laura also added that she would be pleased to receive news of Mrs 

Sanderson (Mrs Thorne) who taught Geography for some time; and also 

Mrs Mittan (Miss Farmer) who was a Senior Mistress and taught 

Geography. 

• Katherine White is on the database but not with an address in 

Harting!  If she has an email address she could be receiving e-

newsletters and other SMHA information more regularly – as 

could all Old Girls who are only reading this Annual Newsletter 

via the postman or the website!  Contact me at 

secretary@smhassociation.org 

 

Katherine Hollisey-McLean (née McGlinchey) 1993-98 writes: 

“I’m still living in the area (now in Worthing), and my husband 

Nathan and I had our first baby – a daughter called Sophie – in 

January, 2014. I’m the content editor for the Worthing Herald series 

of newspapers, having trained as a journalist more than ten years 

ago. I keep in touch with the news of several of the old girls from 
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my year via Facebook, although it’s always nice to read the news of 

girls from other years in the newsletter.” 

 

Christine Edmondson nee Bean 1952-1959 writes: 

“I have just made contact with an Old Girl whose granddaughter is 

‘best friends’ with my granddaughter at St Hilary’s School in Surrey. 

Liz Cooper was at SMH from 1947-1952 and her sister Jennifer was 

also at SMH from 1947. 

Liz would like to make contact with any of her contemporaries, in 

particular Renate Kraus, Lee Woolf, Jill Adams and Brenda 

Martin**.” 

If anyone wishes to contact Liz or has news of her old friends, 

please contact her through me – secretary@smhassociation.org 

**Brenda Martin is on the database and should be receiving this 

newsletter! 

 

I am always pleased to hear from Old Girls with your news, 
details of reunions, memories of school days, photos to include in 
the e-newletter.  Please send these to me at: 
secretary@smhassociation.org.   
 
If you ‘do’ Facebook, the SMHA Closed Facebook page – the 
Virtual Common Room – is also a place to go for a natter, to 
reminisce about school days or look back at what has been 
discussed before.   
 



© SMHA 2016  19 

OTHER ITEMS 
 

Sue Carnochan  has recently uncovered a pack of prints of the School in 

her loft.  They are titled ‘A Water Colour of St. Mary’s Hall, Brighton, 

1847.  They are painted by a Miss Jones and measure 47cm x 34cm.   Not 

usually my ‘thing’ but they actually look quite good!  I may be tempted! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone would like one, they are for sale at £5 plus postage.  Please 

contact me at secretary@smhassociation.org. I will have them at the 

reunion lunch on 17 September too. 

��� 

At my Book Club we have recently read ‘Unexploded’ by Alison 

MacLeod.  The Amazon review states: 

Unexploded is Alison MacLeod's heartrending novel of love and 
prejudice in wartime Brighton. 

LONGLISTED FOR THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE 2013 

May, 1940. Wartime Brighton. On Park Crescent, Geoffrey and Evelyn 
Beaumont and their eight-year-old son, Philip, anxiously await news of the 
expected enemy landing on the beaches. 

It is a year of change. Geoffrey becomes Superintendent of the enemy alien 
camp at the far reaches of town, and Evelyn, desperate to feel useful, begins 
reading to some of the prisoners. One of them is Otto Gottlieb, a 'degenerate' 
German-Jewish. As Europe crumbles, Evelyn's and Otto's mutual distrust 
slowly begins to change into something else, which will shatter the structures 
on which her life, her family and her community rest. 
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It was interesting to read about the places one knows so well but in a 

different era.  The book was well received by the Club and gave rise to 

considerable discussion – the ‘Unexploded’ was certainly not what I had 

thought from the review.  However, I was amused to read at the 

beginning of one of the chapters: 

 

“The bombings, everyone said, were only a prelude.  In a seaside town 

that boasted neither industry nor ambition, there were direct hits to the 

playing fields of St. Mary’s Hall.  To Chichester Terrace and to Mount 

Pleasant. ….” 

 

I wonder how many people have read the book and known what St 

Mary’s Hall was!  I’m sure someone reading this newsletter will know 

whether this fact is correct. 

 

OUR WONDERFUL ENGLISH LANGUAGE! 

A bit of fun which I came across recently and thought some of 
you might enjoy! 

1) The bandage was wound around the wound. 

2) The farm was used to produce produce. 

3) The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse. 

4) We must polish the Polish furniture.. 

5) He could lead if he would get the lead out. 

6) The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert. 

7) Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time 
to present the present. 

8) A bass was painted on the head of the bass drum. 

9) When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes. 

10) I did not object to the object. 

11) The insurance was invalid for the invalid. 

12) There was a row among the oarsmen about how to row. 

13) They were too close to the door to close it. 

14) The buck does funny things when the does are present. 

15) A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer line. 

16) To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow. 
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17) The wind was too strong to wind in the sail. 

18) Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a tear. 

19) I had to subject the subject to a series of tests. 

20) How can I intimate this to my most intimate friend? 

 

Let's face it - English is a crazy language. There is no egg in 
eggplant, nor ham in hamburger; neither apple nor pine in 
pineapple. English muffins weren't invented in England or French 
fries in France. Sweetmeats are candies while sweetbreads, 
which aren't sweet, are meat. We take English for granted. But if 
we explore its paradoxes, we find that quicksand can work 
slowly, boxing rings are square and a guinea pig is neither from 
Guinea nor is it a pig. 

And why is it that writers write but fingers don't fing, grocers 
don't groce and hammers don't ham? If the plural of tooth is 
teeth, why isn't the plural of booth, beeth? One goose, 2 geese. 
So one moose, 2 meese? One index, 2 indices? Doesn't it seem 
crazy that you can make amends but not one amend? If you have 
a bunch of odds and ends and get rid of all but one of them, what 
do you call it? 

If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught? If a vegetarian 
eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat? Sometimes I 
think all the English speakers should be committed to an asylum 
for the verbally insane. In what language do people recite at a 
play and play at a recital? Ship by truck and send cargo by ship? 
Have noses that run and feet that smell? 

How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a 
wise man and a wise guy are opposites? You have to marvel at 
the unique lunacy of a language in which your house can burn up 
as it burns down, in which you fill in a form by filling it out and in 
which an alarm goes off by going on. 

English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects 
the creativity of the human race, which, of course, is not a race 
at all. That is why, when the stars are out, they are visible, but 
when the lights are out, they are invisible. 

And lastly, why doesn't 'Buick' rhyme with 'quick'? 
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AND FINALLY … 
 

The next e-newsletter will be out following the General Meeting and 

Reunion Lunch on 17 September.  I’m looking forward to meeting all 

who are coming.  Lots of news and lots of photos for the next newsletter 

please!  I am sorry that there seems to be a dearth of news and other 

reports from Old Girls but I can only include what YOU give me!  In this 

respect, size does not matter! 

 
Best wishes 
 
 

Jane 
 

Jane Watson 
 
Email: secretary@smhassociation.org 
website: http://www.smhassociation.org 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-

Hall-Association/265334070191137 
Twitter: Closed down 
VCR: Facebook : SMHA Virtual Common Room 

 

 

SMHA Prayer 
 

O God, who art everywhere present, look down in Thy mercy on all 

those who have gone forth from this school. Grant that by the light of 

Thy divine inspiration and the gifts of Thy bountiful providence they may 

fulfil Thy purpose for them here on earth and may attain at length to 

that blessed home where they shall go no more out but serve and praise 

Thee continually in Thy temples; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

AMEN 

 

 


