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ST. MARY’S HALL ASSOCIATION 
WINTER e-NEWSLETTER 

Please note that this information is confidential to SMH Association members only and should not be passed to anyone else.  If you have SMH 
friends who have not received this newsletter, ask them to contact smhaenquiries@gmail.com so that we can ensure that they are correctly 
registered, thereby keeping all members’ data protected. 

  

AA  VVEERRYY  MMEERRRRYY  CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  AANNDD  HHAAPPPPYY  NNEEWW  YYEEAARR  FFRROOMM  YYOOUURR  TTEEAAMM!!  

Dear Friends 

I’ve already asked you to “save the day” – Saturday 18th July 2020 – for the third SMHA annual reunion, at Brighton 
Marina so now it’s time to let me know if you’re coming! The venue is Weatherspoon’s (they are dedicating an area, 
if not a whole floor, to us), from noon. To book please email smhaenquiries@gmail.com with name(s) of those who 
would like to come. Booking will be closed when we have reached capacity or on 30th June 2020, whichever is 
reached first. 

I asked some questions in the email which accompanied the autumn e-Newsletter and, perhaps as a result of this, 
had more response (3%) than usual. Each email was positive. Typical of the feedback was this: “I may not engage 
much – life is so busy – but I’m ever so grateful you’re there and doing what you do. Please keep it up!” We will!  

You nearly all seem happy about the way in which you receive the e-Newsletter so we will carry on as we are (other 
than for the two OGs who asked for a link.) 

Responses to my question about the website were uniformly in favour of continuing to protect the vast majority of 
the site so although we will move some galleries of photos, such as exteriors of the school, to an unprotected area 
most pages will stay password protected. 

The main ‘problem’ we continue to hear about is members not remembering the log on and password.  The Team 
put our heads together over this and our discussions soon widened to take in other issues with our current host so 
between you receiving this e-Newsletter and the next we will be changing hosts. Our web address will remain the 
same, www.smhassociation.org , but you will no longer need a log-on! I’ll remind you about this in the spring issue 
(and in the Virtual Common Room) but in the meantime please continue to use this handy tip to access our current 
site: 

What are you? smhmember Who founded the school and when did it open/close elliott18362009  

I appealed for news of your Hatches, Matches and other happy occasions such as Graduations and job promotions 
and was gratified to be able to include some in the autumn issue. Two weddings (that we know of) took place this 
autumn. A photo of one is on page seven and we hope the other one will be illustrated in our next issue!  

We really hoped LinkedIn – our Business Network group would appeal to the many Old Girls who are 
businesswomen. I’d very much appreciate feedback from those who have joined the network about why it’s not 
working for them. If it is worthwhile we will of course plod on, but if it’s not useful – we will close it. The Team will 
discuss this when we ‘meet’ (virtually) at the beginning of March. There’s plenty for us to do without continuing with 
things which are not needed, so we need your views. https://www.linkedin.com/groups/868911 

Please do not hesitate to contribute something to a future edition of the e-Newsletter. We like nothing more than 
variety and given our 1000+ membership there is an almost unlimited number of topics of interest which could be 
featured. Don’t be shy – email smhaenquiries@gmail.com with your contribution!  

Our next e-Newsletter will feature your memories of the various performances of Dido and Aeneas so if you have 
not already shared your photos and comments in the Virtual Common Room (or are not a member) please email 
them to me NOW for inclusion! 

Finally, this issue also includes the next in our ‘series’ of OGs doing things outside the norm., and I have others in the 
pipeline. So please scroll on down and enjoy what you see. 

Very best wishes, 

Penny Harrison, Team Manager SMHA  
smhaenquiries@gmail.com  /  07946772620 
on behalf of SMHA Management Team, all of whom are listed at the end of the Newsletter. 

mailto:smhaenquiries@gmail.com
mailto:smhaenquiries@gmail.com
http://www.smhassociation.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/868911
mailto:smhaenquiries@gmail.com
mailto:smhaenquiries@gmail.com%20or%20%2007946772620
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Lis Eastham:  smha100club@gmail.com  manages the 100 Club for us. 
She will shortly be writing to existing members inviting them to join again in 2020. 
Please do nothing until you get the email! 
If you are not in the 100 club and would like to join, this is the time to contact Lis. 
£12 buys you one entry for the whole year and just one first prize pays out more than 

this. Thus for roughly half the price of a decent coffee you can support your Association and have a bit of 
a flutter. 
We have made some changes to the 100 Club rules for 2020, to make administration slightly more 
straightforward. No changes have been made to the prize pot though – half of all money in the monthly 
pot is paid straight out as prizes, one first and one second prize each time. 
You will be asked to pay next month (January 2020). Payment must clear our account by 31st January for 
you to be in the first draw of the year which will take place during the first part of February. It will be 
followed, no later than 14th that month, with February’s draw which means that if you did just miss the cut 
for January your entry had another ten days or so to clear the account and still be in time for February. 
Regrettably we will not be able to refund any monies should they not clear in time, so please do pay as 
soon as you are asked to make sure of being entered into both the first two (and subsequent) draws. 

Overseas members with no UK / sterling bank accounts can join using PayPal.  

The full 100 Club rules are on our website and are also sent to members when joining/being asked to 
renew. 

100 Club Winners (since autumn e-Newsletter): 
 

October 2019 
1st Prize Tricia Searl £14.40  
(most generously donated back to our funds) 
2nd Prize Heather Johnson £9.60 

November 2019 
1st Prize Tracey Scott £14.40 

2nd Prize Penny Barnes £9.60 

December 2019 
1st Prize Hilary Briegel £14.40 

2nd Prize Daphne Bonner £9.60 

 
In 2019 we paid out £24 a month to our winners, which (of course) means we have gained £24 a month from those 
of you who so generously play along. However, on top of our usual running costs (primarily the fees to maintain our 
website) we spent a significant sum scanning missing newsletters and magazines so that our website could hold a 
complete record, matching that at The Keep, for members to access and for us to enjoy browsing through. It will be 
clear, when 2019’s accounts appear, that we spent MUCH MORE than we generated this year. That is why I am 
asking you, later in these pages, whether you would be interested in purchasing a 2021 calendar and why I am also 
unashamedly also encouraging more of you to join the 100 Club. I know there are many calls on your purses for 
much more worthy causes – Old Girls work for and with charities of all types and I would venture that a majority of 
us give to one or more most months, but if you can spare either £12 to join the 100 Club or £8 to purchase a 

smha100club@gmail.com or me smhaenquiries@gmail.comcalendar please contact Lis .  
And please also remember if you are looking for a print of the School, or some notelets, that these are all still 
available from Jan Johnson, smhasales@gmail.com . They’re great for the occasional letter we all still need to send! 

(Check out the images on https://www.smhassociation.org/fundraising----buy-from-our-memorabilia-shop.php) 

The two Old Girls on the left feature in 
several photos of our 2014 reunion but we 
have been defeated when trying to name 
them – please can someone help???  
In the photo on the right we know Virginia 
James (seated) Corinne Andrews (Hannant) 
in blue, & the head of Jane Watson 
(Amherst-Clark), but not the OG in black 
trousers and patterned top. 

Can you name her? Please assist if you can. Thanks! 

mailto:smha100club@gmail.com
mailto:smha100club@gmail.com
mailto:smhaenquiries@gmail.com
mailto:smhasales@gmail.com
https://www.smhassociation.org/fundraising----buy-from-our-memorabilia-shop.php
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Christine Edmondson (Bean 1952-
59) pictured far left, kindly shared 
these photos with us at July’s 
Reunion.  
 
Next to her is Rosemary Dowse, 
who is also featured, with Margaret 
Barrett (l), in the image on the 
right. 
They were, of course, taken next to 
the front steps

As always, Bold Italics = OGs not known to us now. 
 

After the piece on skiing in the summer e-Newsletter Margaret Sachs (‘Tiny’ Aubrey-Smith 1958-65) remembered 
“a skiing trip in the Italian Alps for those who signed up. 1962 or 1963 or 1964, I think. Mrs. Eggleton had those of us 
who were going doing leg exercises for weeks beforehand. We crossed the channel by ferry. Liz Leeney and I were 
the only two people aboard who didn't throw up. We spent the crossing dodging windblown vomit. Other people I 
remember being on the trip were Carol Brace (Parker 1958-64), Jane Eadie (1959-66), Shahla Fardanash (not sure 
of spelling), and possibly Jo Henning. An English boys' school contingent arrived at the hotel at the same time we 
did. That made things more exciting. We were all mystified by the bidets in our rooms. We thought they might be for 
washing socks. The waiters in the hotel dining room poured wine into our glasses at mealtimes. I seemed to be the 
only person affected by it. I had to hold on to tables and chairs to get across the dining room after the first meal 
there. I didn't drink any more wine after that because I thought it would be humiliating if I fell down, especially since 
no one else seemed to have any trouble getting from their tables to the door. The ski lift had seats for two. Liz and I 
used to bounce up and down on our double seat, making the cables and all the other seats bounce. It took a long 
time for us to realize that we were the reason the ski lift kept breaking down. A few years later my parents moved to 
Norway for a year. I remember being so disappointed by the cross-country skiing in Norway. It just didn't match up 
to the exciting rush of downhill skiing on fixed-heel skis in the Alps.” 

 

This image is of the birthday card sent from us to Cynthia Palmer (Miss Fabian), known to OGs 
& staff from 1966-83 as a teacher of French and Classics and/or as Deputy Head. Cynthia and I 
had our daughters in the same year and we also both become grandmothers in 2019! Cynthia’s 
daughter had a little boy, Tristan. I showed the image of the card to OGs in the Common Room 
on 24th November. Annabel Marx (Burns), Chris Ellison, Caroline Hearne (Simmons), Jeanette 
Smith (Cureton), Gaynor McKinnon (Jupe), Tricia Searl (Swalwell), Angie Risley (Charles), 
Penny Wade, Tracey van Putten (Campbell), Sarah Hall (Hollingsworth), Helen Nixon (Crittal), 
Melanie Morrison, Melissa Earle (Royle), Vicky Brown, Gill Smith (Walsh), Sara Grabauskas 
(Keaveny), Susan McDonagh, Terry Damm, Nicola Sampson (James), Shana Duthie (Freshley), 
Sam Oakeshott (Surridge), Benice Deann Gross (Rents), Sian Spencer (Williams), 

Sarah Collett, (Kentish) and Jenny Child all wished her a very "Happy Birthday!" Jane Fowlie (Badger) added "You 
taught me in the early 70's. You were a superb teacher...I should have worked a bit harder!" Anna Tinner said  "You 
were my French teacher back in the 70’s, and I was always the naughty one, but thanks to you I can still speak French 
today” Nicky Fraser (Roberts) agreed “You taught me French so well.”  Lesley Clifford said: “Happy birthday Miss 
Fabian. French was one of my favourite subjects at school.” 
 

 

I received a lovely email in October from Adela Hussain (1989-97). She wrote: 
“I’ve been browsing through the SMHA website this evening and I’m so impressed with everything that you and your 
team have created for our alumni. I wanted to reach out to you and say thank you so much. I’m coming to the end of 
my maternity leave and it is only now, as a new mother, I’m appreciating the education and pastoral care I received 
at St Mary’s Hall for 8 years. We are often so busy in our lives and always striving for the next goal that it is only 
when we are forced to pause (i.e have a baby!) that we really reflect upon the good care we received at school.” 
I know many of you will endorse her sentiments. 
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Rowan Fookes (Cawkell, 1952-56), author of “Murder Costs Everything”, also emailed me with 
news of her (long) short story “Am I Confessing?”.  
This will form the first chapter of her new crime novel.  
Each chapter will be a stand-alone story, but taken together will allow the reader to travel with 
the protagonist through her somewhat deadly life.  
A short excerpt will be found on the home page of her website, http://www.rowanfookes.com 
as will her blogs.  

 
 
Kate Lord, 1970-75, sent me a piece not about her ‘career’ as such but of a most unusual project she has been 
involved in recently. I know you’ll be interested to read about it.  
It all started from a line in a play 3 
years ago about in-comers to Norfolk.  
 
The line concerned the invisibility of 
women in history and resulted in a 
number of people deciding to write 
and put on a piece about some of the 
radical women of Norfolk.  Norwich has 
a long and proud history of non-
conformism, radicalism (and 
chocolate!)  “All Mouth, No Trousers” 
ran during October 2019 in coffee 
houses and pubs and was a great 
success.   
 
Kate is to be seen immediately on the 
right as you look at the photo 
 
During the research, Kate wrote,  “we  
discovered that of over 300 heritage plaques in Norwich only 25 related to women, either as individuals or groups.  It 
seemed to us (maybe after a drink or two) that someone needed to do something about that and the community 
guerrilla art project was born.  Our plaques went up in the dead of night all round Norwich and we didn’t have to 
wait long before social media were asking questions, were they part of the N&N Festival? Was there a trail? Who 
was behind them? Local news were asking for interviews so we put people forward all called Rosie after (Rosie the 
Riveter) and it has continued to grow.  
 
Local groups from round the country and a group of women looking at Irish women’s history have been in touch so 
we now plan to take our “plaque shack” (an old caravan yet to be purchased & kitted out) out on the road to help 
other people cover their local areas with their personal histories.” 
 
If Old Girls would be interested in learning more about getting involved, please email smhaenquiries@gmail.com to 
be put in touch with Kate, or go to Twitter @rosiesplaques 

  

 

I confess I am a tad disappointed, now, with the wording so 
very carefully chosen for our own Blue Plaque outside School. 
Which one would YOU prefer to see at the gates, I wonder? 
 
To read more about the initiative arising from the plaques, 
which raised significant sums for ‘Leeway’, a charity which 
provides support to adults and young people looking to break 
free from domestic abuse in Norfolk and Waveney, go to 

 

https://www.edp24.co.uk/news/celebratory-badges-raise-3-000-for-leeway-1-6278407 

  

http://www.rowanfookes.com/
mailto:smhaenquiries@gmail.com
https://www.edp24.co.uk/news/celebratory-badges-raise-3-000-for-leeway-1-6278407
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I am most grateful to Beryl Richardson (Swan, 1947-51) for posting me some newspaper clippings from her time at 
SMH. Beryl is one of our ‘oldest’ Old Girls but has embraced modern technology wholeheartedly and delights me 
with her emails, from time to time. The following scans show, I think, that even old news can be interesting.  
 

 
 
If you have any bits and pieces lying around which may interest others, please do think about sharing them! 
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Having told you we have spent a goodly sum of ‘your money’ scanning 
newsletters, the least I can do is to commend them to you!  
In coming weeks we will be loading up the new website with all of them.   
 

The earliest now on the present site is the 1896 issue (1908 being our 
previous ‘first on file’) and it contains wonderful details of the Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations and of Princess Christian of Schleswig-Holstein’s visit 
to our school.  
  
I have to repress a shudder at the mention of “Schleswig-Holstein”, trying 
in vain to remember any details of the “S-H Question” which loomed large 
in Miss Payne’s History lessons. I’m still not sure what the “Answer” is…but 
it has not disadvantaged me, luckily.  
 

Here (left) is the beautiful cover illustration and (below) a brief extract 
showing where some of our Girls were engaged in Mission work at that 
time. 

 
You, like me, can spend happy hours 
looking at old Newsletters and spotting 
random connections to your own lives 
– which I would be delighted to hear 
about and to share in future e-
Newsletters.

Speaking of Princess Christian, Lis asked me whether the Princess 
Christian Annexe, referred to in some of the older Newsletters 
was what we know as the Elliott Wing.  
We both had vague memories of this, from reading the Histories, 
but neither of us could be sure. Off to Miss Meades’ History I 
went, one blustery Sunday morning, and found this (see right): 
 

I also found confirmation of my mention of a “House” called 
Snowdon Smith in my article ‘When is a House not a House’ (now 
on our website) in 1926’s  Newsletter "The Hall is now being 
divided into two houses, the Snowdon Smith [East, together with 
the Griffith Dormitory] and the Babington [West]. 
 

 

 

 

Reunions don’t come any more “mini” than two Old Girls, but they 
are still very special and in this case very exciting for me, since I was 
invited by Bridget Sudworth (Last, 1930-63) to join her and her 
husband for lunch while they were ‘up my way’ on holiday in 
October. We met at the National Glass Centre in Sunderland and are 
pictured against the backdrop of the Port of Sunderland where a 
distant relation of mine was once Harbour Master! Although Bridget 
is ten years my senior and we had never met we were instantly 
connected and three hours flew by. She and Rick left for their next 
engagement complete with a donkey with only one hind leg! 
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“Three Old Girls – Two Weddings”! 
 

Jasmine Thomas (Kilpatrick, 2005-2009) married in November. Here she is on 
the happy day with husband Joel, her parents, and sister Keziah, 2005-2009. 
Jasmine (who has been working as a Nanny in Dorset) says “SMH is always in 
my thoughts when I visit Brighton.”  
 

Our other bride, Briony Keir, 2004-2009 is hopefully sending me details of her 
wedding, with a photo, for the spring edition. 
 

Please remember us when you celebrate a special day and send a 
photo with some information – weddings, graduations, births, 
anniversaries and of course reunions are all occasions we love to share 
in  smhaenquiries@gmail.com  
 

Patricia Blunt (staff, 1988-96), who so very kindly acts as the conduit between SMHA and Pamela James (head, 
1973-97), visited Pamela, in company with Olive Ridge, in late October and told her about Katy Morrison (1991-97)’s 
book and of how much Katy had valued her English lessons with Pamela. She was really thrilled to hear about its 
success and very touched by Katy’s appreciation of her teaching. She said “it’s wonderful when you find the girls 
thinking as you do yourself.“ I know all Mrs James' Girls will be pleased to hear that thanks to Patricia we are still in 
touch and that other than her failing eyesight she is keeping well.  
I enjoy following: 
https://www.facebook.com/katemorrisonauthor/ to  
keep up to date with the publicity for “A Book of 
Secrets” and read more about Kate the Author! I love 
the page for its ‘topper’ (right) which is a view of 
London a copy of which hung on my bedroom wall at 
my parents’ home for many years (coincidence is a 
wonderful thing). 
If you wonder why this is the chosen image for Katy’s 
page topper you’ll need to buy the book.  

 

https://www.jacarandabooksartmusic.co.uk/collections/new-releases/products/a-book-of-secrets 

 

If you like the image which heads up the next page, this is your chance to see it in your own home! 
 
The Team has been discussing creating a 2021 Calendar. I've scoped this out and we can offer it to you for 
£8 including postage within the UK, payable by BACS only. Overseas will be more - I anticipate £11, payable 
through PayPal. I'm happy to do the work involved in commissioning, receiving and posting this out in good 
time for Christmas 2020 but we need a minimum of 75 expressions of interest to make it a worthwhile 
exercise. 
If you would like to have a wall calendar for home or office, or to purchase one (or more) for friends, 
please email smhaenquiries@gmail.com by the end of January 2020 with the number you might want.  
(Angelica Meletiou, Marchia Pratt, Claire Grinyer (1 or 2), Nicky Slater, Tricia Searl, Ann Fleming, Juliet 
Rose, Chris Ellison, Penny Barnes (2), Lis Eastham (1 or 2) Diane White (1 or 2) & Jennifer Clarke; thank 
you for  expressing interest in the Virtual Common Room, you need not email). 
There will be 12 further images, chosen by the Team, with input from members who have expressed 
interest to purchase. 

https://www.facebook.com/katemorrisonauthor/
https://www.jacarandabooksartmusic.co.uk/collections/new-releases/products/a-book-of-secrets
mailto:smhaenquiries@gmail.com
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At this time I am not asking you for a commitment to purchase, but for you to contact me implies a greater 
than 60% chance that you would order one, or more. I will update, individually, anyone expressing interest 
to let you know whether it will go forward and then update ‘all’ in the next e-Newsletter. 

 

The full version of this article is to be found on our website, https://www.smhassociation.org/the-vault.php 

I was asked by Prisca Furlong (Baillie 1964-69) when Hockey stopped and Lacrosse started (before or after the war). 
Before going back to the Magazines I asked our Virtual Common Room Girls "what outdoor sports did you play in 
your time at SMH?” In my case, (1969-73), it was Lacrosse and Netball, Tennis and Rounders but I was never happier 
than the term when I had glandular fever, was off games and spent the time tidying the lockers. You never had tidier 
lockers or a more contented friend! 

Chris Ellison (1983-91) ‘faced-off’ for us with: "Lax, dahling. And Rounders in the summer. Shunned those court-
based options.  For indoor sports, I seem to remember playing a lot of badminton, with Patricia Blunt (staff 1988-96) 
before she popped her Achilles tendon. Anne Corris (staff 1989-2008) replied “Chris, and what a great Lax Goalie 
you were!” Chris felt that stoic may have been a better description! Caroline Jeanne (1974 – 79) played Lax and 
Netball, Tennis, swimming and Rounders but felt she was not able to say she was any good at any of them. 
Marguerite Oxley (Cook 1980-84) confirmed the same sports in ‘her day’, as did Penny Barnes (Ryall/Hunt 1957-61) 
adding “and of course Gymnastics ‘inside’. I was hopeless” she continued “at Lacrosse, having never played it before 
and remember an embarrassing moment when playing for Babington against another house, I caught the ball in my 
stick and was running right down the field to the goal - a loud burst of laughter from the crowd and when I stopped 
to aim at the goal I realised the ball had fallen way back and the game was carrying on behind me with the 
opposition about to score a goal the other end of the field!!” Chris commented she had seen that happen many a 
time! “It's not just you”.  Patricia Blunt added “Similar experience. Played for first time when at University. Just 
thinking ‘I’ve got the hang of this now’ when I trod on the ball and broke my ankle! #pridecomesbeforeafall”  
 

Jo Bishop (Blackburn 1992-1998) Lacrosse AND hockey (as seen in 
photo with Sunita Ram (1994-99) in an away game), swimming 
(although I was threatened if I had my ‘period’ for another week in a 
row I would be sent to the doctor - it was the one thing you could say 
to be excused without having a note!), Tennis, Rounders, Netball and 
probably more but I was dreadful at all of it! Lucy Davies (Dinning 
1989-97) asked where the photo was taken, thinking it may have been 
‘something Towers’ where she “got stung by a wasp I was already 
injured from being hit in knee with a hockey ball ” 
I commented (apropos ‘periods’) that at my grammar school we had a 
'period book' and if you 'signed it' two weeks in a row, or less than four 
weeks apart your mother got a letter. 

 

 

https://www.smhassociation.org/the-vault.php
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Heather Johnson (Heald 1948-57) also played Lacrosse, Netball, Tennis and Rounders; which – without going to the 
archives – seemed to confirm that Hockey had been discontinued when SMH reopened after the War. I did query 
with Heather whether she had played cricket, Heather, as I had a vague memory of this but she replied “No cricket 
or hockey whilst I was there. We did go swimming at Black Rock - cold!” 

Emma Thomas (Davies 1982-91) commented she “Loathed Lacrosse with an absolute passion. Too many winter 
Monday afternoons wearing those hideously uncomfortable Guernseys playing on the pitches across the road before 
they were sold off for development. Loved Rounders but I much preferred it when we used a Tennis ball! Tennis was 
my sport and I did enjoy Netball when it wasn't too cold.” Chris asked why Emma didn’t have a sweatshirt and Emma 
replied that she did “when they finally appeared. But for the first few years it was the Guernsey”. 

Lucy Davies was there for the change back from Lacrosse to Hockey, changed because no other schools played it. 
“Loved all sports! We also did swimming and Gym but I don’t think there were teams for those (I wouldn’t have been 
in them anyway not my thing haha).” The change to Hockey came in 1996-7 when Lucy was in fifth form “so we were 
playing teams who had played since first year and needless to say we were thrashed every match.” 

Micki Aston, (Sheftell 1960-66) – same ‘core four’ – Lax, Netball, Rounders and Tennis – as for Angelica Meletiou 
(1957-1963) who added “I wish I’d had glandular fever too... I would gladly have tidied lockers or anything rather 
than games. Of course there was gym too when it was wet, but that wasn’t any better!! Everyone was so good or 
almost everyone. I can still see Mimi Delorie (Coleman 1953-69) zoom up the ropes. Incredible! Swimming was the 
only thing I really enjoyed (at Black Rock pool).” [Memories of swimming there occupied an amazing amount of 
space in a past Newsletter – how you (mostly) all loved it! Ed.] 

Connie Sturt (Gamble 1970-76) remembered Black Rock swimming pool. Also Brighton College pool, “which we 
walked to and King Alfred one year. I was terrible at all sports but signed up for house lax one year and discovered 
what an awful weapon the stick could be when I gave the girl I was marking a bloody nose! Even in winter I never 
wore the white jumper, knowing I'd get too hot very quickly. Rounders....couldn't hit the ball for toffee. Couldn't 
catch, butter fingers. Couldn't throw either. Quite enjoyed walking along the wall by the field or playing 40/40 (a sort 
of beefed up Stick in the Mud with several searchers) in Transition.” 

Kate Lowe (1982-91) remembered how much she had loved Lacrosse and Netball 

Caroline Hearne (Simmons 1975-81) and Heather Hampson (Gillham 1973-80) also remembered playing Stoolball in 
6th form occasionally. A Sussex game - like Cricket and Rounders combined.” 

Sian Spencer (Williams 1967 -1977) “hated all sport with a passion. Netball and Lax in the winter loathed them both 
Tennis and Rounders in the summer term. Swimming which I loved only came in properly with the new swimming 
pool in 1976.” 

Prisca Furlong (who started all this!) “Lax, Tennis, Netball, gym, swimming. In 1st Lax team for my last 3 years.” 

Sue Burroughes (Anker 1959-64) said that “As far as I can remember, we had Tennis and Rounders in the Summer 
and Netball and lax in the Winter. Swimming at Black Rock in summer and King Alfred Baths in winter. Gym all year 
round. I loathed lax (couldn’t see balls coming my way without my specs, which I was not permitted to wear). 
Strangely, I was allowed to wear glasses for Tennis and Rounders: I’ve never worked that one out.....! Tennis with the 
lovely Mrs. Egg was my favourite.” 

Anne Corris felt a “bit sad not many people liked Lacrosse 😔 Lacrosse was the reason I applied for a job at SMH!!!” 

Sarah Anne Blyth (1971-78) added that there was the option of squash in 6th form.  (In my day this was on the 
Brighton College courts and therefore very well supported!) 

Marie Fieldhouse (York 1989-96) Enjoyed Lacrosse and Netball but “Swimming - yuck. And Rounders and Tennis in 
the summer. I wasn't as good at either of those, so didn't enjoy them as much. Although I love to swim now. Not 
sure why I disliked it so much at school.” 

Margaret Sachs (“Tiny” Aubrey Smith, 1959-65) “outdoor sports: Lacrosse, Netball, Rounders, Tennis [and our first 
mention of] Dodgeball. Also sports day (once a year) with relay races, long jump, high jump, egg and spoon, sack 
race, etc. Also swimming at the Black Rock, and optional lifeguard training.  

Lilian Cooper (1979-82) recalled “Lacrosse, Netball, Tennis, Rounders and swimming including synchronized 
swimming lessons! Apart from swimming I wasn't good at sport. I had enjoyed hockey at an earlier school.” Vicky 
(Lulu) Brown (1973-80) also remembered the synchronised swimming lessons. 
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Lis Eastham (Ferguson 1969-76) mentioned “Circuit training...in the old Elliott hall...using ‘climbing frames’ that 
folded out of the wall. I think there is an image on the website from before my time.” 

Sarah Ingram (Nee -96) teased Anne Corris with a memory of the ‘Dirty Dancing’ soundtrack which accompanied a 
gym routine in front of parents. “Whenever I hear that track I remember you. I loved all our sports classes especially 
with our lovely sports teacher (Heather Ford) who passed away so suddenly. 

Catherine Bartram (1991-1996), loved playing all games but was not sure how much her mum enjoyed coming to 
watch the matches on cold and rainy days. 

Kate Sherwood (Taylor 1973-82) “absolutely loved Lacrosse and went on to play for many years as an adult. My son 
played Lacrosse at Uni and many an hour has been spent in the garden throwing and catching balls with our Lacrosse  

 

sticks. I had the wonderful Miss McEwan and Miss Jones for PE. Miss McEwan was an 
amazing and inspirational teacher and helped me to develop my lifelong love of sport and 
exercise.” Vicky Brown added “me too!!! I’ve still got my Lacrosse stick at Mum and Dad's. 
I think it’s in the umbrella stand!” 

Kate still has her wooden one (which was a hand me down from Jane Quinn and then her 
sister), but also the more modern plastic one she had as an adult. Her son’s was totally 
different - much easier to catch and keep the ball in-less cradling needed. 

 

The ‘three ages’ of Kate’s Lacrosse sticks, pictured left) 

Anne Corris said: “I had the pleasure of meeting Mary McEwan several times! She was a good friend of Carole Best 
(staff 1997-2009). Carole and I are still good friends! She also has a selection of Lacrosse sticks and the prototype for 
the plastic sticks which were developed while she was at University. “One of my lecturers was on the design panel 
and she gave it to me when I left. They were called “Brine” sticks initially.” 

This lovely photo shows Caroline Robson 
(Morley 1973-80), Juliet Jee (Morris 1977-82) 
and Kate Sherwood all ready for a County game 

 

And this is Natasha Arghiros, Jill Hyde (Seymour 1994-97), 
Maddy O'Gallagher (Hodge 1990-97) Jen Murphy then sitting l-r 
Alice Rawdon-Mogg  (1993-2000) (playing up a year), Gemma 
Mossakowska  (Finney 1991-99), Jodie Graham (1992-99), 
Nicola Walters, and Lucy Davies.

 

Sarah Mylne (Boyd 1950-60) told us she “loathed all of the sports other than swimming - got extra lessons from Miss 
Dowling, and in spite of hating games, liked Mrs Eggleton. We swam in Black Rock pool in summer, or went to the 
beach to swim if there was anything like chicken pox at school. I'd hide in the basement cloakroom to avoid games, 
but got caught once with Jenny Cowern, and got in to trouble when we knocked a LOOSE piece of porcelain into a 
wash basin and cracked it. I also hated sports day!” 
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Juliet Elcock (Wenstrom 1977-82) supplied a lovely image of her lax sticks (left) – some 
are her daughter’s.  
Juliet Rose (O’Hea 1961-67) played the same ‘core four’ commenting that tennis was on 
“bumpy grass courts and clay courts.] tarmac a couple of years later, I think]. I 
remember being very disappointed when Frances Minter was selected for the netball 
team instead of me. Stands to reason - she WAS better! And I loved playing Pirates on 
the last gym session of the term. Usually I hated gym as I was afraid of heights and 
couldn't walk across the bar.” Juliet’s mention of the gym prompted Vivienne Lagraulet 
(Goff 1962-67) to remember a trampoline. She recalled that: “Sally Anne Tyoran made 
fun of me, said I jumped up and down like a pregnant hen (whatever THAT is!) so I never 
tried it again!”  
(A photo of Vivienne’s niece Danielle, a talented swimmer, is at the end of this article). 

Ru Kotecha (1991-1997) also played Lacrosse, Hockey, Rounders, Netball and Tennis and swam. “I was rubbish at all 
of them and recall being hit in the face by balls and sticks a lot - oh and almost drowning in the pool with leg cramp. 
But one thing is for sure, I’m so glad I took part in all of those sports (usually freezing in goal) - it’s the kind of 
exercise and team building every young woman (or man) needs.  FYI: I was better in school plays and miming in the 
choir.” Ru has, with her final throw away comment, given me an idea for my next theme!   

That deals with your memories – now for some ‘facts’! 

Our earliest preserved Magazine is from 1908 and tells us that sports were very important in the life of the school 
with a well-qualified ‘Teacher of Physical Exercises and Games Mistress’ being appointed. Hockey, Cricket and Tennis 
were played and demonstrations at the Garden Party included Swedish Drill (and Maypole dancing): 

By 1930 (the next magazine available to us at time of writing this item) games are again well referenced. Hockey, 
Netball, Tennis, Cricket and Gymnastics are all reported on fully and matches both within school and with local 
teams are referenced. Magazines from then to the war-time closure mention Hockey, Netball, Cricket and Tennis but 
a report in 1948’s SMHA Newsletter clearly shows that Old Girls visiting the school then had played Stoolball pre-
war. Readers will recall that this was mentioned again some 50 years later! 

 

In 1950 there is mention of Cricket starting again… 

1974’s Magazine confirms earlier recollections of Stoolball (and trampoline) while 1984 not only reports on Lacrosse 
and Netball; Tennis and Rounders, with Swimming but also mentions Badminton and a Sailing Club  

Finally, a wonderful photograph from 1984’s magazine of Champion Swimmers! 

 

Thanks to Emma Thomas and Mireille Dupire (Blass 1982-91) we have been able to name all but one of these girls. 

Top row: Samantha Watts, Marianne Rooke-Allden (Proe), Lynne Rimmer, Danielle Harwood (Perillo) 
Bottom row: Christine Proe, Vanessa Johnson and ??? Only the Proe sisters are known to us now  Marianne told 
me: “I think this was the year we won the Brighton schools swimming gala, including the Holman cup, which was a 
relay competition. It was a very close race with Roedean but we pipped them at the finish. My Dad was there and he 
often mentioned it!!!” 
 
  



12 
 

In the last issue I shared with you the news of the death of Sarina Jane Lane (“Snooky” Saunders 1954-60). 

 

Her sister Marylou Greenaway (Saunders 1950-54) has sent me this 
information for friends to see.  Their father and brother ran the family prep 
school, St. Christopher's, in Hove, where both she and her younger sister Vicky 
(not an Old Girl) worked. When Sarina left school she became a secretary to a 
local estate agent.  She married and had two sons.  Sarina volunteered for 
“Riding for the Disabled” alongside much other charitable work.  She had been 
unwell for many years but remained very stoic until her death.   
She was very proud of her only grandchild, Henry. 

 

If you would like to order any of the items advertised on MEMORABILIA 

https://www.smhassociation.org/buy-smh-memorabilia.php , please contact Jan Johnson 
smhasales@gmail.com. She will let you know how to pay and then fulfil your order.  
 

  These are available as downloads from the website at £3 per download.  LONG SCHOOL PHOTOS

Check out https://www.smhassociation.org/gallery.php then email smhawww09@gmail.com with details 
of the one(s) you would like. They are superb as downloads – really clear and able to be magnified to show 
you and your friends in all your glory! 
 

 HOW TO FIND US
Website: http://www.smhassociation.org 
 Log on  (for the moment) =  smhmember  Password  =  elliott18362009 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Hall-Association/265334070191137 

Virtual Common Room: https://www.facebook.com/groups/SMHAclosed/ 
Virtual Garden: https://www.facebook.com/groups/2238659846193050/) 

LinkedIn https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8689113 

Contact Address: 1 Welburn Close, Ovingham, Northumberland NE42 6BD (United Kingdom) 
Contact phone: 07946 772620    
Please use address/phone only if email will not serve your purpose  Thank you! 

 
SMHA Management Team 
Penny Harrison, (Titheradge 1969-73) Team Manager, FB Admin.  smhaenquiries@gmail.com 
 & Newsletter Editor smhaenquiries@gmail.com 
Sian Spencer, (Williams, 1967-77) Finance Officer smhafinance@gmail.com 
Lis Eastham, (Ferguson, 1969-76) 100 Club Admin, Asst. FB Admin. smha100club@gmail.com 
 & Website Administrator smhawww09@gmail.com 
Jan Johnson, (Launchbury, 1977-84)   Memorabilia & Special Projects smhasales@gmail.com 
(Vacancy, covered by Penny) Team Member LinkedIn smhaenquiries@gmail.com 
 

If you are not ready to commit to being a team member  

you can dip your toe in the water by being ‘associated’ with us.  

Essentially that means taking on an identified task and ‘working to’ one of us. 

It’s a useful introduction to the necessary bureaucracy which running a large Association entails. 

 

If you feel able to assist us in any way, or have ideas for changes or improvements in what we currently offer to 
members please do not hide your light under a bushel… 

e-mail smhaenquiries@gmail.com! 
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